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PREFACE 

141 75*19 

This  inventory  of  Vomillion  County  records  constitutes  a  part 
of  a  gonoral  guide  to  tho  county  archivos  of  Indiana,    It  has  been 
proparod  by  tho  Historical  Records  Survoy  of  this  stato,  oporating 
a3  a  scparato  projoct  undor  tho  IVorks  Progress  Administration. 

Tho  survey  of  stato  and  local  historical  rocords  in  Indiana 
was  instituted  in  February  193G,  as  part  of  a  nationwide  under- 
talcing  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Luthor  H«  Evans.    Ganuol  J. 
Kagan,  stato  archivist  of  the  Indiana  History  and  Archives  Division 
of  tiie  Stato  Library,  was  assignod  to  load  tho  projoct  ac  Stato 
Diroctor.     In  tho  beginning  tho  Survey  was  closely  associatod  with 
tho  Writers'  Projoct.    On  Goptcnbor  25,  1C3G,  tho  Historical  Records 

Survoy  was  nominally  as  well  as  factually  nado  independent  of  the 

i 

V.rritors'  projoct.  In  general,  it  has  fron  its  very  inception  acted 
as  a  separate  and  indopondont  unit  of  Fodoral  project  "go.  1. 

Tho  aim  and  purpose  of  tho  survoy  of  county  records  in  Indiana 
has  boon  to  furnish  tho  officials  of  tho  local,  state,  and  national 
governments,  students  of  history,  lawyers,  genealogists ,  and  tho 
general  citizenry  interested  in  tho  county  records,  with  a  con- 
venient tool  for  use  in  consulting  thorn.    It  is  the  object  of  tho 
Survey  to  make  tho  valuable  source  matorials  that  aro  to  bo  found 
in  tho  Indiana  courthousos  and  othor  public  buildings,  available 
and  more  accessible  to  thoso  who  may  be  in  need  of  then.    It  is  our 
hope  that  the  information  contained  in  this  inventory  will  arouse 
greater  interost  in  state  and  local  historical  records  and  will 
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oncourago  officialc  to  continuo  tho  improvonont  of  ncthodc  for  tho 
preservation  ond  safokeoping  of  these  rocords. 

Tho  fiold  work  of  the  aurvoy  of  Vermillion  County  v/as  begun 
on  I  larch  16,  1956,  undor  tho  die trio t  suporvicion  of  "rs.  Kathcrino 
Smith,  v/ho  was  succoodod  by  Marion  E.  Arvin.    The  field  workers  v/oro 
John  E.  "ason,  I'rs.  Johannah  lTov.-ton,  and  Eugene  Trinosky,  all  of 
Torre  Haute.    It  v;as  completod  on  Kay  19,  1956.    ''any  visits,  how- 
over,  havo  since  boon  made  to  tho  county  courthouse  to  check  and 
rechock  tho  information  contained  horoin,  tho  final  rechock  having 
bcon  made  in  August  1957. 

Thoro  aro  ninety-two.  countioG  in  Indiana.  V.licn  the  inventory 
of  county  archives  is  complotod  a  soparato  volumo  is  to  bo  dovotod 
to  oach  county  invontory  in  tho  stato.    Vomillion  County  is  No.  C3« 

Tho  inventory  proper  is  procodod  by  a  numbor  of  introductory 
soctions  to  onlighton  the  reader  concerning  facts  and  events  forming 
tho  background  and  basis  of  tho  records.    Tho  entrios  for  the  record 
scrios  are  carried  in  consecutive  numbering  for  tho  counir;.  The 
buroaus  aro  arrangod  in  functional  order:    Governing  boards;  major 
administrative  offices;  judicial  offices;  and  financial,  education- 
al, health,  enginocrii^,  and  other  -roups.    Yfncrevor  applicable, 
natural  ^.rouoinr.s  under  sermrato  headings  aro  mado  within  tho 
buroau,  and  tho  entrios  are  arranged  thoreundor  also  according  to 
their  functional  sequence.    A  full  and  extensive  index  follovfing 
the  invontory  vd.ll  help  tho  reader  locate  records  vri.th  a  minimum 
of  inconvonionce  and  effort. 

Tho  editing  of  this  inventory  has  been  conducted  by  an  editorial 
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staff  of  somo  forty  non  and  womon,  whoso  labors  wo  dooply  approciate 
and  wish  to  rocoQnizo  forthwith,  captained  by  Harry  A.  Rider, 
Editor;  John  R.  Lilliron  in  charge  of  accession  and  classifying; 
Louiso  ilation  in  charge  of  checking;  Canis  E.  Brockway  in  charge 
of  condensing;  Julius  Salr.an,  legal  adviser;  and  Howard  G.  Undorwood, 
historical  rocearch  editor. 

Tho  original  surrey  was  nade  in  the  field  under  the  direction 
of  the  State  Director  and  carefully  checked  and  co-piled  in  the 
forn  of  this  inventory  in  the  State  Office,    Of  the  industrious 
and  painstaking  devotion  to  this  task  of  each  and  every  person  who 
had  a  part  in  tho  Survey  wo  aro  koonly  awaro,  and  we  regrot  that 
we  cannot  commend  by  name  the  servicos  of  all  who  have  contributed 
to  tho  publication  of  this  volume 

Tho  Survey  is  indebted  to  county  officials;  to  tho  Stato  Yforks 
Progross  Administration;  to  Kenneth  E.  Lancet,  Acting  Diroctor  of 
V.'onon's  and  professional  projects,  who  has  rendered  tho  Survoy  a 
groat  porsonal  service  in  tho  administering  of  tho  projoct;  and  to 
Dr.  Christophor  B.  Coleman,  who  has  takon  personal  initiative  and 
interest  in  bohalf  of  tho  Survey  in  giving  technical  advice  to  the 
project. 

S.  J.  Eagan,  Stato  Director 
The  Historical  Records  Survey 
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A  guide  to  oounty  and  township  rooords  in  Indiana  has  long  been 
needed  by  both  looal  offioials  and  the  general  public •    The  Works 
Progress  Administration  projeot  oalled  the  Historical  Records  Survey  is 
the  first  attempt  to  supply  this  need.    Few  more  useful  fields  of 
employment  oould  have  been  found  than  the  survey  of  looal  and  state 
historical  rooords,  evon  though  tho  work  inevitably  prosented  unusual 
difficulties.    The  completion  of  the  survey  of  historioal  records  in 
Indiana  i3  a  source  of  genuine  satisfaction. 

We  are  indebted  first  of  all  to  tho  Works  Progress  Administration 
for  providing  for  the  survey  and  financing  it.    The  National  Director 
of  the  project.  Dr.  Luther  H.  Evans,  assured  a  fruitful  product  of  the 
work  by  ably  outlining  it  and  drafting  the  f orm3  to  be  used  by  the 
field  workers  so  as  to  insure  the  greatest  completeness  with  the  least 
likelihood  of  errors.    He  and  his  assistants  have  done  all  that  was 
possible  for  thi3  nation-wide  survey.    Samuel  J.  Kagan,  State  Direotor 
of  Indiana,  deserves  great  credit  for  his  energy  and  ability  in 
organizing  the  office  and  field  forces  which  have  carried  out  the  pro- 
jeot.    To  assemble  and  organize  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons 
in  a  new  line  of  work  in  which  there  were  very  few  local  precedents, 
and  to  complete  a  survey  of  the  county  records  in  all  the  ninety-two 
counties,  including  the  townships,  at  first,  seemed  almost  impossible 
of  accomplishment  within  a  year.    It  has,  however,  been  accomplished. 

An  advisory  committee  has  helped  guide  work  upon  the  project; 
though  no  meetings  were  held,  its  members  in  many  instances  were  a 
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groat  holp.    A  word  of  appreciation  must  bo  rooordod  horo  for  the 
county  officers  who  courteously  gavo  the  representatives  of  the 
survoy  access  to  the  records  in  their  offices  and  cooperated  in 
the  making  of  the  survoy.    Especially  is  the  state  indebted  to  those 
officers  who  made  possible  the  photographing  of  old  records  for 
preservation  in  a  oentral  depository. 

CHRISTOPHER  B.  C0LEHA2T 

Direotor,  Indiana  Historical  Bureau 
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'  PA.  T  A.     VERMILLION  COUNTY  AND  ITS  R".  CORx>S  SY3TE  . 

r*  1  A  T  tiff  #  C  AL      S^c  if 

Vermillion  County,  situated  in  tho  western  port  of  the  stat 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Warren  County,  on  the  east  by  the  Wa- 
bash River,  which  soparates  it  from  Fountain  and  Parke  Counties, 
on  tho  south  by  Vigo  County,  and  on  the  west  by  the  State  of 
Illinois.     It  has  an  area  of  254  square  miles. 

Of  the  territory  comprising  Vermillion  County,  about  one- 
third  consists  of  fertile  bottom  lands  lying  adjacent  to  the 
Wabash  River  and  its  tributaries.  Big  and  Little  Vermillion 
Rivers  and  Norton's  Creek.    A  terrace,  or  second  oottom,  one 
to  four  miles  in  width,  lies  in  the  vicinity  of  Perrysville  and 
Newport.     The  northern  and  middle  portions  of  the  county,  in 
large  part,  belong  to  the  "Grand  Prairie",  which  covers  all  of 
eastern  Illinois  and  ports  of  western  Indiana. 

^'ho  relit  ions  hip  of  the  State  of  Indiana  to  the  history  of 
tho  Unito    Statos  as  a  whole  begins  with  the  landing  ami  settle* 
tnent  of  the  English  at  Jr  nustown  in  1G07.     Tho  next  year  the 
Fronnh  founded  Quebec  and  began  a  series  of  explorations  o^  the 
American  continent  that  eventually  lod  LaSallc  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Idssissippi .    Ho  claimed  the  whole  valley, — the  American 
I.'iidlc  West — in  tho  name  of  France.     In  Ind-ena,  French  trading 
posts  had  been  established  on  the  present  sites  of  Fort  Wayne, 
LaFayette,  and  Vinceimos  by  1733*    The  English  also  had  been 
pushing  into  the  middle  West  principally  by  way  of  the  Ohio 
Valley, -and  were  engaged,  as  were  the  French,  in  the  profitable 
fur  trade  and  in  establishing  trading  posts.     In  time,  this 
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competition  grew  into  an  ccononic  conflict  which  ended  in  the 
French  and  India;!  '<Var«    The  English  w^ro  victorious,  and  by  the 
terms  of  chc  Treaty  of  Paris,  February  10,  17G5,  the  Fdssissippi 
Valley,  Louisiana  as  it  was  then  called,  was  auued  to  the  British 
domain.    Shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  American  Revolution, 
General  George  Rotors  Clark  captured  tho  fort  at  Vinconnes  from 
the  British,  and  Virrinia  now  claimed  this  vast  stretch  of  terr- 
itory.    In  1784,  Virginia  relinquished  her  claim  to  the  unitcd 
Status  Government,  and  three  years  later  tho  liorthwest  Territory 
was  organized.     Knox  County  was  set  up  in  1790,  the  first  real 
civil  government  over  wl\at  is  now  Indiana.     Indiana  Territory  was 
created  by  Congress  in  1300,  and,  in  1016,  Indiana  was  admitted 
as  a  state  into  the  Union. 

Aho  area  included  within  Vermillion  County  v.as  acquired  from 
the  Indian    by  two  treaties  of  cession.    On  September  30,  1809, 
tho  tribe: 3  composing  tho  Miami  Confederacy,  the  Potav.ntoni 
and  tho  Dolnwaros,  ceded  all  their  land  south  of  ,.he  "Ton  o'clock 
Lino",  which  ran  in  a  northwesterly  direction  through  Vermillion 
County,  to  tho  United  States  Government.     This  treaty,  negotiated 
at  Fort  Wayne  by  General  William  henry  Harrison,  was  called  Harri- 
son's Purchase.     The  territory  north  of  this  was  acquired  from  the 
Indian    at  the  Treaty  of  St.  Jury's,  October  2-6,  1818.  The 
Indian    headquarters  in  the  area  of  Vermillion  County  were  for 
many  years  at  Big  Springs,  a  half  mile  south  of  the  present  site 
of  Eugene.    As  many  as  1,000  Indians  would  assemble  there  for 
meetings  and  councils.     The  regions  south  and  southwest  of  the 
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Big  Vermillion  River  v/cro  occupied  by  the  Kickapoo  or  Losquitan 
Indians,  who  originally  cone  into  Inuiana  in  snail  numbers  from 
tho  north. 

John  Vanncst  was  the  first  permanent  whito  settler  -in  the 
area  now  comprising  Vormillion  County.    Some  timo  in  1316,  ho  and 
a  man  nomod  Hunter  explored  tho  territory  west  of  the  Wabash  River 
in    soaroh  of  a  new  homo.     Vannost  solocted  a  location  a  milo  north 
of  the  present  site  of  Clinton,  and  then  ro turned  to  his  temporary 
home  in  Fort  Harrison,  near  Tcrrc  Haute.    After  c  ttoring  three 
quarters  of  a  section  at  the  Vincennes  Land  Office  and  purchasing 
the  othor  quarter,  he  moveu  to  Vermillion  County  with  his  wife  and 
family  and  built  a  log  cabin.     Tho  next  settler  in  the  nci  ..bor- 
hood  was  Dohn  Beard,  who  built  a  cabin  where  the  town  of  Clinton  ■ 
now  stands;  a  few  years  later.  Beard  built  the  first  mill  in  the 
county.    Eugene  Township  was  first  settlod  by  Ko&h  Hubbard  and 
his  family  in  1316,  and  in  1316  Isaac  Coleman  built  a  cabin  throe 
miles  couth  of  Eugono.     Tho  first  permanent  settlements  in  Kelt 
Township  wore  made  by  the  licit  family — George,  John,  L'ichael, 
and  Daniel — and  by  a  man  named  Obcdiah  Swayze. 

Vermillion  County  was  foundcu  by  an  act  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, approved  January  2,  1324,  ofi'octive  February  1,  1824,  out  of 
lands  in  Parke  County  and  un-organized  territory  attached  to 
Parko  County.     Tho  legal  boundaries  were  definod  as  follows: 
"Beginning  on  the  west  bank  of  tho  Wabash  Rivor,  whore  tho  town- 
ship line  dividing  townships  numbered  thirteen  and  fourteen  north 
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of  tho  baso  lino,  of  rango  munbor  nino  wu:;t  of  the  Booond  prin- 
cipal noriuian  crocsos  ch»    came;  thenoe  west  to  tho  state  lino; 
thence  north  to  tho  line  dividing  tovmchips  numbered  nineteen  and 
twenty  north;  thenco  east  to  tho  Yfabach  rivor;  and  thoncc  couth, 
with  the  meanders  of  the  said  river,  to  the  place   )f  the  beginnin 
inc."  (1) 

The  north  boundary  of  the;  county  has  boon  uravm  with  the 
township  lino,  rather  than  on  a  due  eact  and  west  line,    the  line 
was  defined,  as  drawn  here,  by  a  law  of  January  15,  1033 •  (2) 

The  Jaw  forming  the  county  attaohod  for  civil  and  criminal 
jurisdiction  "all  tho  country  north  of  said  county,  which  is  or 
may  be  included  in  ranges  nino  and  ten  west,  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  state.  "  (3) 

xhc  officials  composing  tho  first  county    overnr.ient  were 
John  Haines,  Thomas  ^urham,  and  Isaac  Chambers,  cor.russioners; 
Viilliam  17.  Kennedy,  clerk  and  recorder;  William  Fulton,  sheriff; 
Greonup  Oastloran,  surveyor;  I'atthow  Stokos,  coroner;  and  Caleb 
Rates,  accessor. 

In  I!arch  182C,  the  locating  commissioners  decided  that  the 
seat  of  county  government  should  be  situated  on  the  site  of 
llcwport,  but  tho  tOWll  was  not  named  until  May*    Jo;oi  Collett  was 
appointed  county  agent,  with  instructions  to  lay  out  the  new 
county  seat  to.  n  and  dispose  of  the  lots.     The  count;-  was  nam^d 
Vermillion  because  of  the  "keel"  or  red-chalk  which  is  found  in 
largo  amounts  along  the  Vermillion  River,     The  word  "Vermillion" 
is  from  the  French,  signifying  a- bright  red  pigment,  consisting 
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of  mercuric  sulphide. 

'Aie  first  session  of  the  board  of  commissioners  was  held  in 
I^nrch  1824,  at  the  home  of  James  Blair,  located  about  halfway 
between  the  tov/ns  of  Eugene  and  Newport.     The  county  was  divided 
into  four  townships,  and  officials  were  appointed  to  administer 
them.    At  present,  there  are  five  townships  in  Vermillion  County; 
Clinton,  Eugene,  Ilelt,  Highland,  and  Vermillion. 

The  first  term  of  the  circuit  court  began  May  6,  1824,  at  the 
home  of  James  Blair,    The  presiding  judge  was  Jacob  Call,  the 
associato  judge  was  Jacob  Andirck,  and  the  prosecuting  attorney 
was  George  R.  C.  Sullivan. 

On  June  24,  1824,  the  commissioners  let  the  contract  for  the 
first  courthouse  in  Vermillion  County.     This  building,  24  x  36 
feet  in  size,  stood  on  the  public  square,  and  was  completed  the 
following  November.     The  second  courthouse,  a  red  brick  structure, 
was  built  in  1031  and  partially  destroyed  by  fire  on  January  29, 
1044.    This  building  was  ropairod  and  served  the  county  until 
1868,  when  a  third  courthouse  was  erected.     In  1903,  a  wing  was 
added,  and  on  !'ny  27,  1923,  this  structure  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  fourth,  and  present  courthouse  was  built  in  1924  and  is  con- 
structed of  Indiana  limestone. 

Agriculture  and  coal  mining  are  the  principal  occupations 
of  the  peopje  living  in  Vermillion  County.     In  analyzing  contem- 
porary economic  trends  within  the  county,  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
in  mind  the  fact  that  the  population  steadily  increased  until  1920; 
the  figures  for  1930  reveal  a  decline  of  considerable  proportion. 
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Tliio  doolino  in  population  is  also  notiood  in  the  incorporated 
oitios  and  towns  of  tho  counlyi    Clinton,  Fairview  Park,  Universal, 
Cayuga,  Dana,  Porrysville,  and  Newport.    Agriculturo  v/ac  in  a 
depressed  condition.    Betaeen  1920  and  1930  the  number  of  farms 
and  tho  total  acreage  cultivated  decreased.    The  average  farm 
became  a  littlo  larger  in  size,  and  the  number  of  farm  owners 
and  tenants  declined.     The  total  valuation  of  farm  land  and 
buildings  dropped  approximately  40%  during  the  same  period. 

The  years  following  1920  have  witnessed  a  reversal  of  this 
drift  away  from  small  town3  and  rural  areas,  and  the  decline  of 
agriculture  a3  a  way  of  life..  Tho  figures  for  1935  reoord  a 
"baok  to  tho  land"  movcr.icnt  of  considerable  size  and  importance. 
The  oconomic  crisis  hit  tho  urban  resident  bhe  hardest,  and  un- 
employment in  tho  cities  forcod  many  to  return  to  agriculture 
for  a  livelihood.    Tho  number  of  farms  and  the  total  acreage 
cultivated  exceeded  the  1920  figures.     The  average  farms  beeame 
smaller,  and  the  number  of  owners  arid  tenants  rose  sharply.  At 
tho  same  time,  the  total  valuation  of  farm  land  and  buildinf 
was  rcduoed  to  about  one-third  tho  1920  figure, 

(1)  Rev.  Stat,,  1023-24,  p.  113.      (3)  Rev.  Stat.,  1823-24,  p.  115. 

(2)  Acts,  1832-33,  p.  13. 
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2.    G0VER2JMENILL  ORGANIZATION  A1ID  RECORDS  SYSTEJ: 

Vbrmillion  County,  with  its  county  seat  at  Newport,  is  a 
subdivision  of  the  State  of  Indiana  for  administra  ive,  judicial, 
and  political  purposes.     It  is  a  creature  of  the  legislature  and 
possesses  only  such  powers  of  local  government  as  are  conferred 
by  acts  of  the  legislature  or  are  incident  and  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  thereof.    Created  by  tho  state,  the  county  is 
subject  to  legislative  control  at  any  time  and  its  powers  may 
bo  amplified  or  diminished  without  its  coneont. 

Vermillion  County  was  organized  by  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  offoctive  Fob,  1,  1824,  (l)     Its  present  government, 
as  it  functions  to-ay,  is  tho  result  of  its  development  under 
tho  original  Constitution  of  1816,  the  present  Constitution  adopt- 
ed in  1851,  and  more  than  a  century  of  legislative  action. 

The  county  system  of  f.ovcrnmcnt  is  an  inhctitanco  from 
England  and  tho  Amorican  Colonies,  whonco  pioneors  in  Indiana 
brought  their  oustoms  and  laws.     Its  beginnings  in  Inaiana  are 
found  i.i  uhu  luwu  el!  tho  i.er lihvMtf-L  iori'iuevy,  uli.ua  i>tiuo  gained 
tho  counties  already  established,  and  providod  for  courts  and 
a>iministrative  ofi'icors,  as  follows:    Goneral  court  of  quartor 
sessions  of  tho  peace,  county  court  of  common  pleas,  (2)  and 
court  of  probate,  (3)  commissioners,  (4)  sheriff,  (5)  coroner, 
(6)  recorder,  (7)  treasurer,  (8)  (citcuit  court).     (9)  These 
officers  were  appointed  by  either  the  governor  or  the  court. 


(12) 
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Tho  laws  of  Inaiana  Territory  provided  Tor  the  appoint]  lent  of 
additional  officers t    Surveyor,  (10)  accessor,  (11)  prosecut- 
ing attorney,  (12)  and  county  c^cnt  who  conveys  and  recoivec 
conveyances  of  public  lanus.  (13) 

In  tho  yoar  of  181G  Indiana  wae  admitted  to  the  Union  and 
tho  conctitution  of  that  year  provided  for  the  election  in  oach 
county  of  a  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  (14)  recordor,  (15) 
sheriff,  and  coroner,  (16)  and  continued  the  other  territorial 
officors  until  superseded.  (17) 

The  legislature,  in  1817,  established  a  body  called  the 
board  of  commissioners,  elected  by  tho  voters  of  the  county;  (18) 
tho  office  of  treasurer,  who  vms  appointed  by  the  bonrd  of 
commissioners;   (10)  and  in  1818  the  ofi'ice  of  surveyor,,  who  vms 
appointed  and  commissioned  by  tho  Governor  of  the  State*  (20) 

'•hen  Vermillion  County  was  organized  in  1024,  its  government 
followed  the  form  outlined  aooved.    With  the  changes  enumerated 
below,   tho  original  organization  continuod  practically  unchanged 
for  nearly  thirty  years. 

In  1CU4,  bhe  board  of  ooML'UQ&ionei'ii  wan  abolished,  and  iti 
functions  conferred  upon  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county, 
who  constituted  the  board  for  doing  county  business,  (21)  until 
in  1031  the  board  of  commissioners  was  reestablished,  which 
consisted  of  three  members  elected  by  tho  voters.  (22)     In  1831 
the  legislature  made  the  surveyor  an  appointee  of  tho  board  of 
commissioners,  (23)  and  in  1041  created  the  elective  office  of 
auditor.  (24) 
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Ao  tho  state  crow,  thoro  was  much  dis8atisf action  with  the 
Constitution  of  1816,  but  repeated  attempts  to  change  it  did  not 
succeed  until  1850,  vmou  a  constitutional  convention  was  called 
which  framed  a  now  constitution.  (25)    This  constitution  was 
submittod  to  th-,  qualified  votors  of  tho  state  and  adopted  in 
1851  and  proclaimed  by  tho  governor  to  be  offoctivo  on  November 
1,  1851,  and  with  amondmontc,  remains  the  Constitution  of 
Indiana.  (26) 

Each  county  is  a  political  subdivision  of  the  state  and 
has  an  individual  governmental  organisation.    Although  the 
institution  of  1651  forbids  special  legislation,  (27)  and 
the  general  outl.no  of  tho  orcrjaization  of  county  r>ovcrnmcnt 
remains  tho  same,  the  general  assembly  has  provided  tho  necess- 
ary variations  to  take  care  of  local  needs  and  conditionst 
fhesc  variations  lie  chiefly  in  tho  number  of  officers  and 
courts  provided  for  counties  within  classifications  based  upon 
population.    Urban  and  rural  areas  obviously  cannot  be  ruled  by 
tho  same  numbor  of  officers.    Each  county  has  the  constitutional 
officers,  but  the  statutory  officers  vary  in  n  mber,  powers, 
and  dutic3«     The  lat,ter  officers  may  bo  compulsory  in  all 
counties,  or  thoy  may  be  optional  and  therefore  established  in 
only  a  few  instances;  others  are  authorized  in  only  certain 
classes  of  counties,  though  the  clrss  may  include  only  ono  county. 

Indiana  stands  alone  amonc  tho  stato3  of  the  ^nion  in 
having  a  dual  system  of  county  novorning  boards,  sinco  the 
establisliment  in  each  oounty  of  a  oounty  oouncil  in  1899.  (28) 


Governmental  Organization  and  kooordo  CyutoiM 

^ach  county  is  governed  by  a  board  ol'  commissioners  and  a  county 
council.     Tho  duties  of  these  arencies,  with  technical  distinction 
are  enumerated  in  their  proper  places  below. 

^'rom  the  be  inning  of  the  present  century  a  tendency  toward 
centralization  of  power  in  tho  handG  or  state  authorities  has 
takon  from  oomty  ofiicialL-  m  ny  of  their  povycrs  and  dutios 
and  ha3  greatly  lessenod  tho  ccope  of  those  remaining*  In 
older  fiolus  of  finance,  roads,  and  education,  the  state's 
supervision  has  greatly  increased,  and  the  creation  of  new  state 
departments  such  as  police,  food  and  fire  inspection,  and  public 
welfaro,  ha;:  caused  heavy  removal  of  local  responsibility  and 
control . 

Present  Administration 

Tho  Constitution  of  lool  rcorpanir.od  the  ^overniaental 
structure,  enlarging  tho  numbor  of  constitutional  ofiicor3 
to  bo  elected  by  the  peoplo  of  the  oouuty,  as  follows:  (29) 

Clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  who,  by  statutory  provision, 
keops  tho  records  of  the  proceedings  of  all  county  courts 
and  performs  other  administrative  duties,  including  serving 
as  registration  officer  and  member  of  the  couaty  election 
boards. 

Kocorder,  who  makes  and  preserves  a  public  record  of  all 
le^al  documents,  both  official  and  private,  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  lav/. 
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^ ho riff ,  who  is  oonsorvator  of  tho  poao    and  executes 
ordors  of  the  county  courts  and  boardo. 

» 

Coroner,  who  holds  inquests  in  all  cases  of  death  by 
violoncc  and  of  suspicious  circumstances. 

Treasurer,  who  recoives  and  disburses  all  oounty  moneys 
including  tho  collection  of  taxes,  and  sorves  as  ex-ofi'icio 
member  of  the  board  of  review. 

Auditor,  who,  the  financial  ardent  0f  tho  county,  com- 
piles the  county  budgot  estimates,  prepares  the  tac  duplicates 
and  oerves  as  clerk  and  iaombcr  of  several  county  boards. 

Surveyor,  who  has  charge  of  all  surveying  and  civil  en- 
gineering work  of  tho  county^:  including  the  maintenance  of  N 
drainage  systems.  (30) 

The  constitution  also  empowered  the  legislature  to  pre- 
scribe 3uch  other  oi'ficors  as  may  become  necessary.  (31)  Under 
tliis  authority  tho  lopislr.ture  has  from  ti  c  to  time  established 
the  following  statutory  officers  and  boards: 

Board  of  commissioners,  tho  loading  governing  body  of  tho 
county,  often  called  the  "county  board",  or  tho  "board  for 
doing  county  business".     It  consists  of  three  membors  elected 
for  terms  of  three  yoars.     The  board  furnishes  and  maintains 
county  buildings  and  grounds,  administers  tho  i'inancial  trans- 
actions of  the  county  and  audits  the  accounts  of  all  officers 
who  handle  moneys  of  the  county,  and  is  responsible  for  the 
maintenance  of  county  highways,  (32) 
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bounty  counc  1,  another  governing  body,  created  in  1099, 
(33)  to  control  the  financos  of  county  government »    Thic  counci] 
consists  of  coven  members,  elected  for  terms  of  four  years. 
Tho  council  has  powor  to  fix  the  tax  rato  for  county  purposes 
and  for  all  purposes  where  the  rate  is  not  fixod  by  law  and  is 
roquirod  to  bo  uniform  throughout  tho  county;  to  adopt  tho 
county  uudgot  and  tho  cxclU3ivo  right  to  make  appropriations 
from  tho  county  treasury;  and  tho  exclusive  power  to  authorize 
tho  borrowing  of  money  and  the  issuing  of  bonus,  (34) 

Superintended;  of  schools,  in  1873,  (35)  who  has  general 
superintendence  of  all  schools  of  th~  county  out3ido  of  incor- 
porated cities  anu  towns.  (36)    Elected  by  the  -uuwnship  trustees 
(37)  he  is  ex-officio  member  and  president  of  tho  county  board 
of  education.  (58) 

uoard  of  education,  in  1073,  (39)  consisting  sinco  an 
amendment  of  1877  of  tho  superintendent  of  schools,  township 
trustees,  and  the  chairman  of  school  trustoes  of  each  city 
and  town  of  the  county.     The  board  considers  the  gonoral  wants 
and  needs  of  the  schools  and  school  property,  and  all  matters 
relating  to  the  purchase  of  school  furniture,  books,  maps, 
and  charts.  (40) 

health  officor,  in  1301,  originally  secretary  of  the 
board  of  health,  (41)  abolished  by  an  act  of  1909,  which 
created  tho  offico  of  health  commissioner,  (42)  whoso  title 
was  changed  in  1955  to  health  officer,    he  is  appointed  by 
the  board  of  commissioners:  and  must  be  legally  qualified  to 
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practico  medicine,  and  enforces  the  health  laws  of  the  state,  (43) 

Assessor ,  in  1891,   (44)  vmo  instructs  and  advises  the 
township  assessors,  re . ieve  their  rcturno  and  examines  the 
tax  duplicates,  assesses  omitted  real  and  p  rsonal  property, 
(45)  and  appraises  c:;  ,ates  for  inheritance  taxes,  (4o)    He  is 
olectcd  by  tho  voters  of  the  county,  (47)  anu  is  ex-offioio 
member  anu  president  of  the  board  of  review.  (48) 

Board  of  review,  in  1891,  whose  members  are  the  county 
assessor,  auditor,  and  treasuror,  (49)  ana,  by  an  amendment 
of  1919,  two  freeholders  of  opposite  political  parties,  appointed 
by  tho  jui^e  of  the  circuit  court.  (50)     This  board  equalized 
tax  assessments  as  between  townships  or  other  taxing  units  and 
between  individual  property  owners,  and  may  set  asido  the 
a^cror.atc  assessment,  it  too  hif.h  or  too  low,  of  the  whole  county 
or  any  taxing  unit  thereof  ana  order  a  new  asccssrcn>;,  (51) 

Board  of  finance,  in  1907,  consisting  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners, with  thu  auditor  as  secretary.  (52)    This  board 
has  the  custody  of  county  I'unds  and  solect3  tho  depositories, 

(5u)  apportioning      4psa§ii»c  w.ioue  khu  banks  inigroemsAt 

with  other  municipal  corporations  in  the  county  according  to 
the  total  resources  of  the  depositories.  (54) 

Apricultural  af,cnt,  in  1915,  who,  undor  the  supervision 
of  Pur    o  University,  conducts  farmers'  institutes  and  other 
movements  for  the  advancement  of  agriculture  and  country  lifo, 
anu  aids  tho  superintendent  of  schools  and  the  toachcrs  of  the 
county  in  agricultural  oducation  ana  aomestic  scionce. 
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lie  is  appointed  by  tho  director  of  agricultural  extension  service 
of  Purdue  University,  subject  to  tho  approval  of  tho  state  board 
known  as  tho  county  agricultural  agent  board.  (55) 

The  legislature,  in  1925,  enacted  a  law  in  which  it  creatod 
a  minors'  examination  board  for  counties  in  which  chero  is  located 
a  coal  nine  employing  ten  or  more  miners.    The  ooard  is  appointed 
annually  by  the  cou.:ty  commissioners  and  consists  of  two  resident 
minors  with  five  years*  mining  experience  who  arc  engaged  as  coal 
miners  in  the  county,  and  ono  resident  coal  operator  of  the 
county.  (56)    The  duties  of  the  board  include  examining  coal 
minors,  issuing  certificates  to  those  v/ho  have  passed  the 
examination,  and  issuing  permits  to  persons  desiring  to  qualify 
as  miners*  (57) 

Highway  supervisor,  in  19bo,  who  supervises,  under  tho 
direction  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  the  repair  and  main- 
tenance oi  all  county  highways.     The  board  of  commissioners 
make 3  tho  appointment  and  may  appoint  the  survycor  as  highway 
supervisor,    However,  the  board  of  commissioners  of  Vermillion 
^'GUilty  has  eLppoinLuu  an  exu-a  oxiioep  aa  high*. ay  supervisor.  (58) 

■^oard  of  tax  adjustment,  in  19oo,  consisting  of  seven 
members,  (59)  v/ho,  by  an  amendment  of  1957,  are:    One  astib&t 
of  the  county  council,  chosen  by  the  council;  the  mayor  of 
tho  largest  city  in  the  county  or  any  public  official  of  any 
city  vn  the  county,  appointed  by  the  mayor  of  the  largest  city 
of  the  county;  one  member  of  the  cou-ity  board  of  education, 
selocted  by  such  board;  and  four  freeholders  appointed  by  the 
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judge  of  the  circuit  court.     Ihe  board  examines  any  tax  levy 
ana  the  corresponding  items  of  the  uudget,  and  adjusts  the  tax 
rate  so  that  it  shall  not  exceed,  in  any  municipal  corporation, 
the  total  tax  rate  prescribed  by  law.  (60) 

°chool  fund  board,  in'19c»5,  consisting  or  three  members; 
the  auditor  and  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  ex  officio, 
ana  one  member  appointed  by  the  judge  oi'  chc  circuit  court • 
The  board  makes  all  loans  from  the  common  school  and  the 
congressional  to.aaship  school  iun  s.to  owners  of  real  o state, 
duly  socurcd  by  mortgage*  (CI) 

Department  of  public  welfare,  in  19b6,   (62)  comprising 
the  board  of  public  welfare ,  consisting  of  fivo  members  ap- 
pointed by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  (63)  and  the  director 
of  public  welfare,  appointed  jy  oho  board.  (6<c)     The  department 
administers  the  measures  of  public  welfare  as  proscribed  by 
law  and  the  rules  of  llv,  s  tatu  eepartucnt .  (65) 

Registration  officer,  in  195b,  who  is  the  clerk  of  bho 
circuit  court  ox  officio.    He  conducts  the  registration  of 
voters  (CO)  and  furnishes  a  list  of  the  registered  voters  to 
the  inspector  of  each  precinct.  (67) 

board  of  election  commissioners,  in  lbb9,  consisting  of 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  two  persons  appointed  by 
him,  of  opposite  political  parties.     The  board  prepares, 
prints,  and  distributes  ballots  for  goneral  election  (63) 
and  appoints  the  prceinct  officials,  (69) 
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^oard  of  canvassers,  in  1905,  which  is  the  board  tff 
election  corrxiicsioncrs .  (70)    The  board  canvassos,  tabulates, 
and  oonpilos  the  election  returns  of  the  county  (71)  and  cer- 
tifies the  candidates  elected,  (72) 

Board  of  primary  election  commissioners,  in  1915,  con- 
sisting of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  -two  persons 
appointed  by  hinu  of  opposite  political  parties.    The  board 
preparos,  prints,  ana  distributes  ballots  for  prirxiry  elections, (75) 

Judicial 

Tho  judicial  system  of  Vormillion  County,  ac  Ox1  other  Inaiana 
counti' s,  is  prescribLd  by  the  constitution  and  subsequent  acts 
of  tho  Indiana  General  Assembly,     Tho  constitution  authorized 
and  directed  that  the  state  be  divided  into  judicic.l  circuits.  (74^ 
¥ermillion  County,  constitutes  the  forty-seventh  circuit,  estab- 
lished in  1915.  (75)    Previously,  it  was  part  of  a  judicial 
circuit  to  which  otitor  counties  v.'ero  attached,    Tho  constitution 
further  provides  for  the  eloction  of  a  judgo  (7G)  and  a  pro- 
secuting attorney  for  the  circuit,  (77)  ana  a  clerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit courc.  (70)    The  circuit  court  has  original  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  all  casos,  criminal,  civil,  probato,  and  juvenile, 
except  whero  oxclusive  or  concurrent  jurisdiction  is  conferred  by 
lav/-  upon  justices  of  the  peaco,  and  such  appellate  jurisdiction 
as  is  conferred  by  lav/.     It  also  has  jurisdiction  Oj.  all  other 
causes,  mattors,  and  proceedings  where  exclusive  jurisdiction 
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thoroof  is  not  conferred  by  law  upon  cono  other  court  or  office*  (79 

Records  System 

The  records  of  Vermillion  ^ounty  be  an  with  its  creation 
in  1824«     The  cs  tablisiiment  of  each  of  the  county  offices  and 
bureaus  inaugurated  thoir  records  which  were  kept  in  sach  fa- 
shion as  the  incumbents  saw  j/it,  following  in  the  main  the  di- 
rections of  tho  general  assembly  under  the  provisions  for  each 
respective  office.       In  1909,   the  legislature  established  the 
stat    board  of  accoun  s,  which  formulates,  prescribes,  and  in- 
stalls systoioof  accounting  and  reporting  which  arc  uniform  for 
every  public  office  of  tho  saris  clasp •  (60)    Under  this  low  -one 
of  the  records  were  combined  to  elimate  separation,  duplication, 
and  overlapping.     The  board  also  permits  the  use  of  bound  loose- 
leaf  records  in  almost  all  cases  v.hcre  tho  recor  8  ate  typed, 
f'he  quality  of  the  paper  and  ink  and  the  binding  and  reminding 
practices  are  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners, except  that  a  good  quality  is  required. 

whenever  it  may  bo  neccsr.ary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
records  of  any  office,  -t  is  the  duty  of  the  board  of  commissioners 
to  issue  an     rdcr  directing  the  officer  in  charge  to  copy  an.  trans- 
scribe  the  records.  (c3l) 

In  1925  a  law  was  passed  permitting  county  officials,  at  their 
discretion,  to  turn  ovor  to  the  archives  division  of  the  state 
library  for  permanent  preservation,  any  official  books,  records, 
documents,  original  papers,  newspaper  files,  or  printed  books  and 
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material  not  in  current  use  in  th^ir  offices.  (02)    This  law  id 
optional  and  has  been  ineffectual.     County  officials  are  laath  to 
part  vdth  records,  even  when  no  longer  is  uso  and  in  spite  of  lack 
of  storage  space,  anticipating  a  possible  call  for      em.  Conse- 
quently, thc2/"  have  only  occasionally  availed  themselves  of  this 
provision  for  permanent  preservation  of  their  olu  records. 

Aho  rccordor  and  other  county  officers,  by  an  act  of  1027, 
aro  authorized  to  record  deeds,  mortrages,  and  other  instruments 
by  any  approved  photographic  process  adoptod  by  the  board  of 
commissioners.  (33) 

In  1957,  the  general  assembly  authorized  the  dircetor  of  the 
suato  library,  at  his  discretion,  to  ma.ie  a  copy,  by  photography 
or  in  any  other  v/ay,  of  any  official  book,  recorid,  document ,  orig- 
nal  paper,  newspaper j  or  printed  book  or  material  in  any  county, 
city,  or  other  public  office,  for  preservation  in  the  state  ar- 
chiv  c.    All  publio  officials  must  permit  copios  to  bo  made  of  the 
books,  rccoro.3,  documents,  and  papers  in  th.ir  respective  ofi'ices. 
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•   HOUSING,  CARE,  AMD  ACCESSIBILITY  OF  THE  RECORDS 

Vermillion  County  courthouse,  built  in  1924,  is  situatod  on 
a  publio  square  faoing  Main  Street  in  Newport.    Constructed  of 
Indiana  limestone,  it  extends  120'  by  93'  and  contains  a  basement 
and  three  floors,  in  the  former  of  which  is  a  storage  room  for 
reoords.    The  first  floor  contains  the  offioos  of  the  board  of 
public  welfare  and  the  agricultural  agent;  the  second  floor 
oontains  the  offices  of  the  recorder,  the  auditor,  tho  treasurer, 
and  the  highway  supervisor;  and  the  third  floor  contains  the 
offioes  of  the  clerk,  the  sheriff,  and  the  superintendent  of 
schools* 

Commissioners 

Records  of  the  commissioners  are  housed  in  the  auditor's 
reoord  room  (q.v.,  infra) • 

Council 

All  records  kept  by  the  council  are  housed  in  the  auditor's 
reoord  room  (q.v«,  infra). 

Clerk 

Looatod  on  the  northeast  oornor  of  the  third  floor,  the 
olerk's  offioe  and  reoord  room  measure  27'  by  25'  by  12'  and  29' 
by  26'  by  12*  respectively.    Both  are  well  lighted,  well  ventilat 
ed,  and  in  good  condition,  having  concrete  floors  and  plastered 
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walls  and  ceilings.    The  office  houses  20'  of  bound  volumes  and 
186*  of  unbound  records  in  file  boxes  9"  deep,  no  space  for  ex- 
pansion on  the  present  shelving  and  none  for  additional  shelving 
being  obtainable.    The  record  room  oontains  142*  of  bound  volumes 
and  225'  of  unbound  records  in  file  boxes  14"  deep,  likewise 
allowing  no  space  for  expansion*    In  the  office  are  12$  of  the 
clerk's  records,  ZQ%  of  the  records  of  the  circuit  court,  7%  of 
the  reoorde  of  the  oaramon  pleas  court,  20/S  of  tho  coroner1  s  records, 
and  ZO7/*  of  the  health     officer's      '  records.    In  the  reoord  room 
are  45/S  of  the  clerk's  records,  61%  of  the  records  of  the  circuit 
court,  9Zf*  of  the  records  of  the  common  pleas  court,  and  80^  of 
the  coroner's  records.    Tho  other  4Z%  of  the  clerk's  records  are 
housod  in  the  basement  storage  room.    Both  rooms  ore  equipped 
with  excellent  accommodations  for  users  of  the  records. 

Recorder 

On  the  second  floor,  directly  under  the  clerk's  office  and 
record  room,  are  the  offioe  and  record  room  of  the  recorder* 
These  rooms  have  concrete  floors,  plastered  walls,  and  plastered 
ceilings,  and  are  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated.    The  offioe, 
measuring  29'  by  23'  by  14*,  houses  8'  of  unbound  records  in 
file  boxes  14"  deep  arranged  on  a  desk— 5%  of  the  recorder's 
records*    There  is  space  for  the  installation  of  shelving.  In 
the  reoord  room,  which  is  27'  by  25'  by  14'  are  900'  of  shelving, 
an  which  are  75'  of  bound  volumes  and  15'  of  unbound  records  in 
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filo  boxes  14"  deep,  these  comprising  95%  of  the  recorder's 
reoords  and  all  the  records  of  the  surveyor.    Satisfactory  accom- 
modations are  provided  both  in  the  office  and  the  record  room 
for  users  of  the  reoords.    The  other  1%  of  the  recorder* 8 
reoords  is   housed  in  the  basement  storage  room. 

Circuit  Court 

Circuit  court  records  are  kept  in  the  clerk's  offioe  and 
reoord  room    and  the  basement  storage  room  (q.v.,  supra). 

Common  Pleas  Court 

Record?  of  the  common  pleas  court  are  housed  in  the  clerks 
office  and  record  room  (q»v#,  supra). 

Sheriff 

The  sheriff's  office,  adjoining  the  olerk's  record  roam 
on  the  east  side  of  the  third  floor,  is  well  lighted  and  well 
ventilated,  and  measures  24'  by  15'  by  12' •    It  hac  a  concrete 
floor  and  plastered  -walls  and  ceiling.    One  foot  of  bound 
volumes  and  1'  of  unbound  records  in  file  boxes  20"  deep  are 
housed  on  13'  of  shelving  and  on  a  counter.    Space  for  shelving, 
■which  is  needed,  can  be  obtained  here.    All  the  sheriff's  reoords 
are  housed  in  his  office,  whioh  provides  excellent  accommodations 
for  users  of  the  records. 
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Coroner 

Records  of  the  ooroner  are  housed  in  the  clerk's  office  and 
reoord  room  (q.v.,  supra). 

Assessor 

All  the  records  of  the  assessor  are  housed  in  the  auditor's 
offioe  (q.v.,  infra). 

Board  of  Review 

The  records  of  this  board  are  kept  in  the  auditor* I  reoord 
room  (q.v.,  infra). 

Board  of  Tax  Adjustment 

The  board  of  tax  adjustment  also  houses  its  records  in  the 
auditor' 8  reoord  room  (q.v.,  infra). 

Board  of  Finance 

Board  of  finanoe  reoords  are  housed  in  the  auditor's  record 
room  (q.v.,  infra). 

Treasurer 

Two  rooms— an  office  and  a  record  room— on  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  second  floor,  are  occupied  by  the  treasurer.  These 

rooms  have  concrete  floors  and  plastered  walls  and  ceilings. 
Lighting  and  ventilation  are  good,  and  users  of  the  records  are 
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providod  with  oaticfaotory  accommodations.    Tho  offioo  housos  7* 
of  bound  volumes  on  wood  sholving,  11'  of  which  aro  unoccupied, 
whilo  tho  rooord  room  ic  oquippod  with  178'  of  natal  sholving,  on 
whioh  aro  72'  of  bound  volume.    Of  tho  troasuror's  rooords,  10?* 
aro  houcod  in  his  offioo,        in  his  rocord  room,  and  1%  in  tho  ' 
bacomont  storago  roam* 

Auditor  . 

Tho  auditor's  offico  and  rooord  roon,  tho  formor  measuring- 
29'  by  24 1  by  17',  and  tho  lattor  2D'  by  19 «  by  17',  occupy  tho 
southwest  cornor  of  tho  cooond  floor*    Well  lightod  and  well 
vontilatod,  both  offico  and  rocord  room  havo  concroto  floors  and 
plastorod  Trails  and  coilings,  and  both  provide  adequate  accommoda- 
tions for  users  of  tho  records.    On  100'  of  sholving  in  tho  offioe 
aro  42'  of  bound  volumes,  5'  of  unbound  reoords  in  filo  boxes 
11"  doop,  and  25*  .of  misoollanoous  material.    This  room  houses 
15%  of  tho  auditor's  rooords  and  all  tho  assessor's  reoords. 
Tho  rooord  room  is  oquippod  with  1000'  of  sholving,  carrying  400 1 
of  bound  volumoo  and  81*  of  unbound  records  in  file  boxos  11" 
doop*    Thoso  oompriso  84^  of  tho  auditor's  rooords  and  all  tho 
records  of  tho  oommissionors,  tho  county  council,  the  board  of 
roviow,  tho  board  of  tax  adjustment,  and  tho  board  of  finance* 
The  remaining  1%  of  the  auditor's  rooords  vis1  housed  in  the 
basement  storage  room* 
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Board  of  Education 

Tho  records  of  the  board  of  education  are  housed  in  the 
offioo  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  (q,v,,  infra). 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

The  offioe  of  the  superintendent  of  schools,  located  oh  the 
northwest  oornor  of  the  third  floor,  measures  25*  by  19*  by  12'. 
It  is  well  lighted,  -well  ventilated,  and  in  good  condition, 
having  a  concrete  floor,  plastered  Trails,  and  plastered  ceiling. 
Twenty  feet  of  unbound  records— all  the  records  of  tho  superinten- 
dent of  schools  and  the  board  of  education— are  housed  in  filing 
uabinets.    Adequate  accommodations  are  provided  in  this  offioe 
for  persons  consulting  the  records. 

Health  Officer 

Tho  offico  of  tho  health  offioer  is  looated  at  present 
in  tho  professional  offico  of  tho  incumbent  in  Dana,    Tho  records 
aro  housed  in  a  room  to  tho  roar  of  tho  main  office.    This  room, 
measuring  18'  by  15'  by  10',  has  a  wood  floor  and  plastered 
walls  and  ceiling,  and  is  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated.  On 
a  table  aro  arranged  3f  of  bound  volumes,  comprising  IQtf,  of  the 
health  offioer fs  records.    The  remaining  ZQ?»  of  the  records  are 
housed  in  the  clerk's  office.    Adequate  accommodations  are  pro- 
vided for  users  of  the  reoords* 


35 


Housing*  Car©,  and  Accessibility  of  tho  Rooords 

Board  of  Public  Welfare 

The  office  of  the  board  of  public  welfare,  on  the  northeast 
oorner  of  the  first  floor,  housed    all  the  records  of  that  board. 
It  has  a  concrete  floor,  plastered  walls,  and  plastered  ceilings* 
Five  in oho a  of  bound  volumes  ore  arranged  on  a  desk,  and  4f  of 
unbound  reoords  are  housod  in  filing  cabinets,  spaoo,  both  for 
expansion  in  tho  filing  babinets  and  for  shelving,  being 
available.    Users  of  the  reoords  are  furnished  with  excellent 
accommodations  in  this  room* 

Surveyor 

All  the  surveyor's  rooords  are  housed  in  the  recorder* s 
reoord  room  (q«v»,  supra)* 

Highway  Supervisor 

On  tho  east  side  of  the  second  floor  is  the  highway 
supervisor's  office*.  Measuring  27'  by  20'  by  17',  it  is  well 
lighted  and  well  vontilated,  and  furnishes  excellent  accommodat- 
ions for  persons  consulting  the  records.    It  has  a  concrete  floor 
plastered  walls,  and  plastered  ceiling.    All  the  records  of  the 
highway  supervisor,  consisting  of  3n  of  bound  volumes  and  40'  of 
unbound  records,  are  housed  here,  the  former  on  a  table  and  the 
latter  in  filing  cabinets.    Spaoo  for  shelving  and,  in  the  filing 
cabinets,  "for  future  records,  can  be  obtained*  • 
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Agricultural  Agent 

A  main  and  a  private  office  on  the  -west  side  of  the  first 
floor  aro  ocoupied  by  the  agricultural  agont.    Both  have  ooncreto 
floors  and  plastered  ooiling  and  Trails;  ventilation  and  lighting 
in  both  aro  good,  and  good  accommodations  aro  provided  for  users 
of  the  reoords.    The  main  offico,  which  is  20'  by  19 1  by  12', 
is  equipped  vrLth  filing  cabinets,  in  which  14'  of  unbound  records 
are  housed,  leaving  sufficient  space  for  expansion.    The  private 
offico,  which  measuros  20'  by  8'  by  12*,  contains  20'  of  unbound 
reoords  in  filing  cabinets,  in  which  there  is  likewise  sufficient 
spaco  for  oxpansion.    In  the  main  office  aro  75%  °f  "the  agricul- 
tural agent's  records  and  in  tho  private  office,  25^. 

Basement  Storage  Room 

In  a  room  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  basement,  old 
reoords  of  several  offices  are  3tored«    Its  brick  and  stone 
wall3  and  ooiling  and  its  oonorote  floor  aro  in  good  condition, 
and  it  is  well  ventilated;  but  its  lighting  is  poor,  the  reoords 
are  disarranged  and  dusty,  and  additional  sholving  is  noeded. 
The  shelving  is  completely  filled  with  120'  of  bound  volumes  and 
65'  of  unbound  records  in  file  boxes  10"  deep.    These  comprise 
43/«  of  the  clerk's  records  and  1%  each  of  the  records  of  the 
oirouit  court,  the  rooordor,  the  auditor,  and  the  treasurer. 
No  accommodations  are  furnished  for  users  of  tho  reoords* 
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Review 

There  is  only  one  room  of  the  county  offices  in  Vermillion 
County  in  which  conditions  ore  unsatisfactory,  and  that  room,  as 
is  in  many  counties,  is  tho  basement  storage  room.    Tho  clerk's 
offioe  and  record  room,  it  is  true,  cannot  house  many  future 
records,  but  if  the  basement  storage  room  wore  improved— if 
200'  of  additional  shelving  woro  constructed,  the  volumes 
rearranged,  the  room  cleanod,  the  lighting  improvod,  and 
accommodations  for  users  provided—old  and  obsolete  reoords 
could  bo  movod  thero  from  tho  olork's  offico,  giving  that  offioe 
sufficient  spaoe.    Hot  only  is  this  advisable  for  the  purpose 
stated  above,  but  it  is  truly  necessary  for  the  proper  housing 
and  preservation  of  the  records  which  it  now  oontains.  The 
improvements  enumerated  above  are  therofore  rooommendod  by  the 
Historical  Reoords  Survey, 
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The  Style  Manual  of  the  United  States  Government  Printing 
Office  is  the  authority  followed  herein. 


Acts 


agr.  agt. 

alph. 

approx. 

arr. 

art. 

assr. 

aud. 

avor. 

bdl. 

Bldg. 

bsmt. 

Burns 


o 

CC. 
oh. 


(Session)  Lavrs  of  the  3tate  of  Indiana 
(comir.only  referred  to  by  bindor's  title, 
"Acts").    By  authority  ...  (of  the) 
Secretary  of  State  (of  Indiana) 

agricultural  agent,  agricultural  agent's 

alphabetical,  alphabetically 

app  r  ox imate ly 

arrangod 

article 

assessor,  assessor's 

auditor,  auditor's 

average 

bundle 

Building 

basement 

Burns,  Harrison,  editor.  Annotated 

Indiana  Statutes  containing  all  acts  of 
a  general  and  public  naturo  in  force  Sept- 
ember 1,  1933.    12  vols.    The  Bobbs- 
Merrill  Company,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
(cl933  and  1934)    V.'ith  Supplement 
193G  in  pokcot  in  back  cover.  (Year 
is  given  in  reference  only  in  citations 
to  supplement.    Numbers  r"efer  to  sec- 
tions which  run  in  one  c continuous, 
conseoutivo  series  as  explained  in 
Burns  l:iii-iv.) 


copyright  (before  date) 
County  Courthouse 
chapter 
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ohron. 
elk. 
oomr  • 

Const* 

cor. 
hdw. 

hi.  sup. 
hlth.  offr. 
ibid. 


chronological,  chronologically 
clerk,  clerk* s 

commissioner,  commissioner's,  commissioners, 
commissioners 1 

Constitution  of  Indiana  (refers  to  present 
constitution  unless  date  follows) 

coroner,  coroner's 

handwritten 

highway  supervisor,  highway  supervisor's 

health  officer,  health  offioor's 

ibidem  (samo  reference  as  that  immediately 
foregoing) 


Ind. 


Laws  Ind.  Terr. 


Laws.  N.  IV.  Terr. 


mi. 

n. 

ne. 

no.,  noS( 

nw# 

off. 


Indiana;  Indiana  Reports  (when  preceded 
by  the  volume  number,  roferonco  is  to 
the  official  state  court  roports). 

Laws  of  Indiana  Territory,  Tho :  1801-1809. 
Editod  by  Francis  S.  Philbrick.  Collec- 
tions of  the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Library:    Vol.  21.    Reprinted  with  supple' 
montary  Indiana  material.  Indianapolis, 
Ind.    Historical  Bureau,  1931. 

Laws  of  tho  Northwest  Territory,  The: 
1788-1800.    Edited  by  Thoodoro  Calvin 
Pease  .    Illinois  State  Historical 
Library  Law  Series:    Vol.  1.  Springfield, 
111.    Reprinted  by  the  Illinois  State 
Bar  Association.  (cl925) 

mile 

north 

northeast 

number,  numbers 

northwest 

offioe 


p.,  pp. 


page,  pages 
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pr.  frm 

pt. 

pvt. 

pros.  atty. 
q.v. 
reo. 
rocr. 

Rev.  Laws  1831 


Rev.    Stat.  1843 


1  Rev.  Stat.  1852) 

2  Rev.  Stat.  1852) 


Rev.  Stat.  1881 


rm. 

3. 

soo. 
se, 
shf . 

SpO.  BOSS. 

stat. 
stg. 


printed  form 

part 

private 

prosecuting  attorney,  prosecuting  attorney's 

whioh  see 

record 

recorder,  recorder's 

Revised  L&W3  of  Indiana,  • . •  enacted  by 
the  general  assembly  at  their  fifteenth 
session  ...    Published  by  authority  of 
the  general  assenbly.    Indianapolis,  1831. 

Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
passed  at  the  twenty-seventh  session 
of  the  gonoral  assembly....    Printed  and 
published  according  to  law.  Indiana- 
polis, 1843. 

Revisod  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
passed  at  tho  thirty-3ixth  sossion  of 
the  general  assenbly  ...  2  vols.  Print- 
ed and  published  according  to  law. 
Indianapolis,  1852. 

Revisod  Statutes  of  Indiana  ...  Collated 
and  annotated  by  Jamos  S.  Frazor,  John 
B.  Stotsonburg,  and  David  Turpie, 
Commissioners.    By  authority  of  the 
gonoral  assembly,  Chicago,  111.    B.  B. 
Myers  and  Company,  1881. 

room 

south 

section 

southeast 

sheriff,  sheriff's 

special  session 

statutes 

storage 
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suppl.  supplement 

sur.  surveyor,  surveyor's 

supt.,  supt.  sch.  Superintendent,  superintendents,  super- 

intendont  of  schools 

SW.  S0UthwO3t 

tr.  troaouror,  treasurer's 

twp.  township 

U.  S.  United  States 

vol.,  vols,  volume,  volumes 

vt.  vault 

wfr .  welfare 

b  current 

1  foot,  feet 

"  inch,  inches 


Other  abbreviations  in  common  use  are  occasionally  used. 

Explanatory  Notes 

The  inventory  of  the  records  of  each  bureau  is  preceded  by 
an  explanatory  section,  giving  its  legal  status  and  functions. 
In  this  brief  essay  the  inception  date  of  each  office  is 
given  as  a  comparative  basis  for  the  dates  of  the  records.  If 
the  office  was  established  before  the  origin  of  the  county,  the 
date  of  organization  is  the  inception  date.    IVhonever  the  incept 
ion  date  of  records  is  later  than  the  date  of  the  organization 
of  the  county,  it  is  by  reason  of  statutory  inauguration. 

Entries  are  grouped  under  an  outline  classification,  using 
headings  and  subheads  according  to  relative  functions.  The 
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first  broakdown  is  oentorod  in  capitals  and  lowor-caso;  tho 
second  breakdown  is  relative  to  tho  first  and  is  in  capitals  and 
lower  case,  underscored  at  the  margin. 

Each  ontry  has  two  parts  or  paragraphs:    Title  and  descript- 
ion* Occasionally  an  entry  v/ill  have  a  third  cro3s-referonoe 
paragraph. 

I.    Tho  title-  consists  of  i 

1.    Entry  number.    Tho  entries  are  numbered  odn- 
socutivoly  within  tho  county. 

2*    Titles  in  capitals,  enclosed  in  paronthosos,  are 
supplied  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey,  because  the  volume 
or  file  has  no  title.    Words  in  capitals  and  lower  case, 
enclosed  in  parentheses,  are  also  supplied,  where  it  is  necess- 
ary to  explain  the  type  of  records  more  fully  or  where  the  exact 
title  borne  by    tho  rocord  is  incorrect. 

3.  Poriod  coverod  by  the  record,  showing  beginning 
and  ending  dates  by  yoars  only.    In  a  divided  yoar,  tho  months 
and  days  are  givon.    A  dash  in  plaoe  of  an  ending  date  denotes 
a  continuous  opon  record. 

4.  Quantity. 

5*    Markings,  if  a  series  or  a  part  of  a  series* 
'•There  the  entry  consists  of  one  unit,  marked  1,  the  marking  is 
omitted;  if  otherwise  marked,  except  by  dates,  marking  is  given. 
If  marking  is  inconsistent  or  confusing,  the  notation  "Labeling 
varies"  follows  the  quantity. 

6»    Missing  volumes. 

7.    Subtitles  or  variations  in  title. 
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II.  The  description  consists  of j 

1.  A  oonplote  description  of  the  record,  its  contents, 
and  its  purpose,  with  a  resume  of  the  column  headings  or  subjects 
troated. 

2*    Method  of  arrangement  or  indexing. 

3.    Nature  of  rocording.    Llodorn  rooords  are  almost 
exclusively  in  printed  form,  filled  in  by  hand  or  typewriter  as 
stated  in  entry. 

4«    Condition.    Unless  good  or  excellent,  in  which 
case,  it  is  omitted. 

5.  Number  of  pages  averaged  for  a  series. 

6.  Size,  averaged  for  a  series,  is  given  in  inches 
unless  otherwise  specified;  hence  the  inch  sign  is  omitted. 

7.  Location.    The  plaoe  of  custody  (the  room  in  which 
the  records  are  located)  is  given  in  the  entry,  except,  as 
stated  in  the  essay  on  the  legal  status  of  the  offioo,  in  cases 
where  all,  or  the  majority,  of  the  records  are  in  one  room* 

III.  Cross-roferonoe3  made  to  other  entries. 

1.  For  records  which  havo  rolativo  functions* 

2.  For  records  having  earlier  or  later  recordings 
under  a  different  title  or  type  of  record. 

3*    For  records  on  whioh  additional  information  may 
bo  found  in  other  ontries. 

IVhonover  an  entry  contains  more  than  one  typo  of  record, 
all  the  dates  are  given  in  a  master  entry  under  the  actual  title 
or  under  a  oompleto  title,  if  supplied,  with  roferonco  to  subordinate 
entries  for  each  part.    The  subordinate  entries  consist  of  title, 
dates,  and  description  only< 


I.    COtJNTY  COMMISSIONERS 

The  board  of  corxrds  si  oners  is  a  statutory  body  comprising 
throe  members  elected  for  a  term  of  three  years.    Elections  are 
so  arranged  that  one  member  shall  retire  each  year.    The  county 
is  divided  into  three  districts  from  each  of  which  one  member  is 
elected  by  the  electorate  of  the  entire  county,  (l)  Vermillion 
County  has  had  a  board  of  commissioners  from  its  creation  in  1624, 
as  provided  in  the  acts  of  1017,  (2)  and  the  revised  statutes  of 
1852.  (3) 

Tho  board  was  intended  to  be  the  administrative  and  executive 
head  of  the  county.  In  1899  the  fiscal  powers  were  vested  exclus- 
ively in  the  county  council  (q.v.)  which  was  then  created.  (4) 

The  board  of  commissioners  is  a  corporate  body  with  powers 
to  suo  and  be  sued,  and  possessing  duties,  rights,  and  powers 
incident  to  corporations.  (5)     It  moets  in  regular  session  every 
month  on  the  first  l.'onday  and  in  special  sessions  as  called  by  the 
county  auditor,  its  ex-officio  clerk.  (6) 

Its  principal  functions  are:     Control  of  county  property, 
allowance  of  claims  against  county,  (7)  letting  of  county  contract 
supervision  of  contracts  of  maintenance  of  roads  and  bridges,  (8) 
preparation  of  annual  budget  estimates,  (9)  and  exercise  of  the 
right  of  eminent  domain.  (10)    Other  powers,  in  specific  instances 
have  been  conforred  upon  the  board  by  the  legislature,  chiefly; 
to  abolish  or  change  township  or  preoinct  boundary  lines,  (11)  to 


(45) 


County  Commissioners 

establish  libraries  (12)  and  hospitals,   (13)  to  authorize  payment 
of  bounties,  and  to  offer  rewards.  (14) 

The  commissioners,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  were  consti- 
tuted a  board  of  turnpike  directors,  by  an  act  of  1879,  for  the 
management  and  control  of  all  free  turnpikes  in  the  county. 
Each  director  had  personal  supervision  of  one  district.  Their 
powers  were  to  appoint  suitable  persons  to  supervise  the  work  of 
repairs;  contract  for  labor  and  materials;  enter  upon  lands  to 
take  gravel,  and  to  give  certificates  of  payment;  and  to  appoint 
a  clerk  of  the  board.  (15)    An  act  of  1905  made  the  county  auditor 
the  clerk  of  the  board.  (16) 

This  board  was  abolished  in  1913,  and  tho  highways  were  placed 
in  charge  of  a  superintendent  of  highways  appointed  by  the  commis- 
sioners. (17) 

This  office  was  likewise  abolished  twenty  years  later,  and 
supervision  of  highways  was  transferred  to  the  surveyor  (q.v.)  un- 
less the  commissioners  appoint  a  highway  supervisor  (q.v.)  (16)  The 
county  commissioners  may  employ  the  surveyor  to  serve  as  highway 
supervisor.  (19) 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  courthouse. 


(1)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts 
1929;  Burns  26-601,  26-602, 
26-603. 

(2)  Acts  1817,  ch.  14,  sec.  1. 

(3)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1652;  Acts 
1929;  "urns  26-601. 

(4)  Acts  1899;  Burns  26-501, 
26-515,  26-529,  26-532, 
26-533. 


(5)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
26-606. 

(6)  Acts  1865;  Burns  26-607. 

(7)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Purns 
26-620. 

(8)  Acts  1005;  Burns  36-1301. 

(9)  Acts  1899;  Bums  26-516. 

(10)  Acts  1899;  Burns  26-2101. 

(11)  Acts  1859;  Burns  26-701. 
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(12)  1  Rot.  Stat.  1852j Burns  (16)  Acts  1905,  pp.  521-579. 
41-502.  (17)  Acts  1913,  ch.  330,  see.  1. 

(13)  Acts  1903;  Burns  22-3201.  (18)  Acts  1533;  ?,urns  36-1101  to 

(14)  Acts  1875;  Burns  26-1101.  36-1109. 

(15)  Acts  1879,  p.  226.  (19)  Acts  1933;  Bums  36-1110. 

Court  Proceedings  and  Reports 

1.  C01?  IS  SI  ONERS  •  RECORD,  1824—.    28  vols. 

Minutes  of  meeting's  of  the  board,  showing  business  transacted, 
action  on  auditor's  reports,  bids  on  improvement  projects,  purchase 
of  materials  and  supplies,  contracts,  fees  collected,  and  special 
elections  to  fill  vacancies  in  public  offices.     Indexed  alph.  by 
names  of  subjects  or  projects.    Typed.    554  pp.  17  x  12  x  3.  Aud. 
vt. 

2.  COH'ISSIONERS'  PAPERS,  1900—.     110  file  boxes. 

Record  of  appropriations  and  allowances  apnroved  by  board,  showing 
date,  to  whom  allowed,  amount,  nature  of  claim,  signatures "of  board 
members,  and  seal.    Arr.  chron.    11  x  5  x  12.    104  file  boxes,  1900- 
1934,  Aud.  rec.  rm. ;  6  file  boxes,  1934 — ,  Comr.  rm. 

3.  CERTIFICATE  OF  SPONSOR'S  CONTRIBUTION,  1935—.    1  file 
drawer. 

Rocord  of  materials  and  supplies  the  sponsor  of  any  project  will 
give  or  purchase  for  its  completion,  if  the  government  defrays  the 
cost  of  labor.    No  index.     34  x  4  x  25.    Hi.  Sup. 

4.  POOR  ASYLUN  RECORD,  1897—.     3  vols. 

Report  of  superintendent  of  poor  asylum,  showing  conditions  of  inmates 
property,  and  products,  financial  transactions  in  purchases  of 
supplies,    sal©  of  surplus  farm  products,  and  balance  on  hand.  Arr. 
chron.    Ndw.    200  pp.  18  x  12  x  1.    1  vol.,  1897-1924,  Aud.  reo.  rm.j 
2  vols.,  1924—,  Aud.  vt. 
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5.  REPORT  OF  AUDITOR  TO  T?OARD  OF  COKillSSIOffERS,  1921-26. 
1  file  drawer. 

Report  of  auditor's  settlements,  showing  dotailed  statements  on 
distribution  of  all  county  funds.    Arr.  chron.    38  x  2  x  25. 
Corr.  rm. 

6.  LIQUOR  PAPERS,  1907-18.     3  file  boxes. 

Documents  pertaining  to  cases  connected  with  the  conduct  of  the 
liquor  business,  showing  applications  for  permits,  filing  of  bonds, 
pleas  in  abatement,  and  motions  to  dismiss  pending  charges  of 
liquor  lav/  violations.    Arr.  chron.    10  x  5  x  11. 

Bond  Issues 

7.  CANCELED  BONDS,  1910—.    20  file  boxes. 

Retired  public  improvement  bonds,  showing  gravel  road  bonds,  public 
building  and  institution  bonds,  courthouse  building  bonds,  date  of 
issue,  amount,  and  date  canceled.    Arr.  chron.    12  x  5  x  12.    Aud.  vt. 

8.  CANCELED  BONDS  AUD  COUPONS,  1928-30.    2  file  boxes. 
Statements  from  holders  of  road  improvement  bonds  calling  for  pay- 
ment of  bond  amount  or  redemption  of  coupons  for  interest  due,  show- 
ing date,  name  of  road,  township,    and  amount    due.    Arr.  chron. 

10  x  5  x  11. 

Petitions 

9.  GRAVEL  ROADS,.  1878-95.    2  file  boxes. 

Instruments  pertaining  to  improvements  of  gravel  roads,  showing 
petitions  of  taxpayers  for  improvements,  survey  by  county  engineer, 
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reports  of  viowers,  specifications,  bids  on  lotting  contract,  and 
engineer's  inspection  and  report  after  completion  of  work,    "o  index. 
10  x  5  x  11. 

Requisitions ,  Bids  and  Contracts 

10.  CONTRACTS,  1928—.    2  file  boxes. 

Contracts  for  materials  and  supplies  for  county  institutions,  public 
constructions,  and  building  of  roadv/ays,  showing  date,  nature  of 
merchandise  bid  on,  quantity,  and  total  cost.    Arr.  chron.    10  x  5  x  12. 
Aud.  vt. 

11.  CONTRACTS,  I.ACHINERY  AND  SUPPLIES,  1924-27.     1  file  box. 
Contracts  for  the  purchasing  of  road  machinery,  showing  bids,  decision 
of  board,  contract  to  successful  bidder,  kind  of  machinery,  projects 
on  which  it  is  to  be  used>  and  costs.    Arr.  chron.    10  x  5  x  11. 

Aud.  off. 

12.  BRIDGE  REPAIRS,  1919-24.     1  file  box. 

Instruments  pertaining  to  building  or  repair  of  bridges,  showing 
engineer's  description  and  specifications  of  work,  contractor's 
bids  and  bonds,  execution  of  contract,  and  engineer's  report  at 
completion,    llo  index.    10  x  5  x  11. 

Claims  and  Allowances 

13.  CLAr'  AND  ALLOWANCE  RECORDS,  1866—.    23  vols.  (1-23). 
Title  varies:     Commissioners'  Docket. 

Record  of  claims  passed  by  commissioners  for  payment,  showing  claim 
number,  date,  name  of  claimant,  residence,  title  of  appropriation, 
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amount  of  fund,  and  warrant  number.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 

» 

claimants.    ITdw.    590  pp.  18  x  11  x  3-J.    22  vols.,  1866-Dec.  19, 
1933,  Aud.  roc.  rm. ;  1  vol.,  Dec.  19,  1933— ,  Aud.  off. 
For  prior  records,  see  entry  1. 

14.  OLD  A  'E  PENSIONS,  103.1-36.    2  vols. 

Documents  pertaining  to  granting  old  ago  pensions,  showing  date,  pen- 
sioner's name  and  address,  appropriation  number,  dates  of  issue  and 
return,  and  amount.    Arr.  chron.    Ildw.     500  pp.  16  x  13  x  3g>    1  vol., 
Jan.  15-Dec.  24,  1935,  Aud.  rec.  rm. ;  1  vol.,  Dec.  24,  1935— , 
Aud.  off. 

See  also  entries  227-232,  135-136. 

15.  STATE  INSTITUTION  EXPENSE,  1920  —  .    3  file  boxes. 

Record  of  cost  of  maintenance  of  inmates  in  county  and  state  institu- 
tions, showing  date,  number  of  inmates  or  patients,  end  itemized 
accounting  of  costs.    Arr.  chron.    10  x  5  x  12.    Aud.  vt. 

Roads,  Bridres,  and  Ditches 

16.  GRAVEL  ROADS,  1871—.    4  file  boxes. 

Reports  on  maintenance,  repairs,  and  construction  of  gravel  roads, 
showing  date  of  completion,  name  of  road  and  township,  name  of 
contractor,  and  cost.    Arr.  chron.    11  x  5  x  12.    2  filo  boxes, 
1871-1928,  Aud.  rec.  rm. j  2  file  boxes,  1928 — ,  Aud.  vt. 

17.  BRIDGES,  1681  —  .    3  file  boxes. 

Report  on  various  repair  work  done  on  Newport  Bridge,  showing  date, 
name  of  contractor,  recapitulation  of  work  performed,  costs,  and 
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remarks.    Arr.  chron.    11  x  5  x  12.    1  filo  box,  1881-1925,  Aud. 
roc.  rm.;  2  filo  boxos,  1925—,  Aud.  vt. 

I.'aps 

18.  (WALKS  AMD  CURBS  FOR  VERMILLION  COUUTY  COURTHOUSE),  1915. 
1  map. 

Lap,  shov/inc  details  of  walks  and  curbs  constructed  around  the 
county  oourthouse.    Drav/n  by  H.  L.  Fillinger,  Dana,  Ind.    Blue  print. 
Scale,  1"  to  1  ft.  19  x  19.     Comr.  rm. 

19.  (COURTHOUSE  FLOORS  AND  BASE EKT  PIAHS),  1922.     11  maps. 
Construction  plans  for  count;'-  courthouse.     Dravoi  by  H.  L.  Fillin^er, 
Dana,  Ind.     Blue  prints.     Scale,  -.J*  to  1  ft.  28  x  30.    Comr.  rm. 

20.  FURHITURE  FOR  AUDITOR'S  OFFICE,  1903.    13  pp. 

Plans  and  specifications  for  steel  furniture  installed  in  auditor's 
office.     Dravoi  by  T.  J.  Hichols,  Hev/port,  Ind.     Blue  prints* 
Scale,  3/4"  to  1  ft.  27  x  14.    Comr.  rm. 


IL.   COUNTY  COUNCIL 


In  1899  the  legislature  created  the  county  council.  This 
council  consists  of  seven  members  who  are  elected  for  a  term  of 
four  years  and  must  be  resident  freeholders  of  the  county.  One 
member  is  elected  from  each  of  the  four  councilmanic  districts  by 
the  voters  of  the  district,  and  three  members  are  elected  by  the 
voters  of  the  county  at  large.    The  council  elects  its  president 
from  its  membership,  and  the  auditor  acts  as  its  clerk.  The 
sheriff  is  required  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  council,  (l) 
The  incoption  date  of  this  board  in  Vermillion  County  is  1899. 

The  regular  annual  mooting  is  held  on  tho  first  Tuesday  after 
the  first  Monday  of  September  for  the  purposes  of  fixing  the  tax 
rate,  of  imposing  the  tax  levy,  and  of  making  appropriations,  (2) 
and  continues  from  day  to  day  until  its  business  is  completed.  (3) 
Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  auditor  or  a  majority  of  the 
members.  (4)    Sessions  must  be  public  (5)    Although  a  majority 
of  the  council  constitutes  a  quorum,  the  passage  of  ordinances 
requires  a  majority  of  all  members;  and  extraordinary  majorities 
are  roquirod  by  law  in  certain  instances:  (6)    a  throe- fourths  vote 
by  the  oounty  agoncies  through  the  auditor;  (7)  a  two-tnirds  vote 
to  make  additional  appropriations  at  special  meetings.  (8) 

The  power  of  fixing  the  tax  rate  where  it  is  not  fixed  by 
law,  is  vested  exclusively  in  tho  council,  likewise  the  power  of 
making  appropriation  of  money  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county 
treasury.  (9) 


(52) 
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Tho  council  passes  on  all  budget  estimates  submitted  by  county 
officials,  (lo)  as  well  as  emergency  appropriations,  (ll) 

Tho  council  has  exclusive  power  to  authorize  the  borrowing 
of  money  for  tho  oounty  and  the  issuing  of  bonds.  (l2)  Ho  sale 
or  purchase  by  the  county  of  real  estate  of  tho  value  of  Ol#000 
or  more  is  made  v/ithout  authorization  by  the  council.  (13) 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  courthouse. 


(1)  Act 
26- 
26- 

(2)  Act 

(3)  Act 

(4)  Act 
26- 

(5)  Act 

(6)  Act 
(7j  Act 


1899; 
502,  26- 
532. 
s  1099; 
s  1899; 
s  1899, 
507. 
s  1899; 
s  1899; 
s  1899; 


Burns  26-501, 
•509,  26-515, 

Burns  26-507. 
Burns  26-508. 
1931;  Burns 

Burns  26-508. 
Burns  26-511. 
Burns  26-520. 


(8)  Acts  1899,  1907,  1913; 
Burns  26-521. 

(9)  Acts  1899;  3urns  26-515. 

(10)  Acts  1899;  Burns  26-620. 

(11)  Aots  1099,  1907,  1913; 
Burns  26-521. 

(12)  Acts  1899,  1921,  1929; 
Burns  26-532. 

(13)  Acts  1899;  Burns  26-534. 


21.  CObZTn  COUNCIL  MINUTE  BOOK,  1399—.    2  vols.  (l-2)# 
linutes  of  counoil  meetings,  showing  appropriation  demand  nade  by 
county  officers,  deliberations  of  council,  and  calculations  on 
prospective  tax  levies.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    450  pp.  18  x  12  x  2^-# 
Aud.  vt. 

22.  CO'dlTTY  COUNCIL  PAPERS,  1911-33.    3  file  boxes. 
Estimate  sheets  showing  councils  forecast  of  expenditures  for  the 
ensuing  fiscal  year,  required  tax  levy,  and  other  means  of  raising 
necessary  funds.    Arr.  chron.    10  x  5  x  11.    Aud.  reo.  rau 


III.  CLERK 


The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  commonly  referred  to  as 
"county  clerk",  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a  four- 
year  torm,  and  not  entitled  to  hold  office  for  more  than  eight 
years  of  any  tv.-olve-ycar  period,  (l)    Prior  to  1851,  the  offico  of 
olerk  funotioned  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution  of  1816.  (2)  The 
inception  date  of  this  office  in  Vermillion  County  is  1824. 

The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  also  serves,  by  statutory 
provisions,  as  clerk  of  any  and  all  county  courts  and  as  such  is 
required  to  keep  a  set  of  dockets  and  records  for  the  courts*  (3) 

In  addition  to  his  court  duties,  numerous  other  dutios  are 
imposed  upon  the  olerk  by  statute.    Ho  serves  ex  officio  as  regis- 
tration officer  for  the  county  and  as  a  member  of  the  various 
county  election  boards.  (4)    In  discharging  his  elcotion  duties 
he  is  required  to  koop  rocords  of  all  elections  in  the  county,  (5) 
issue    certificates  of  election  to  successful  candidates,  (6)  and 
act  a3  clerk  to  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  circuit  court 
to  make  a  recount  in  contested  elections.  (7) 

Other  important  duties  of  the  clerk  are  the  issuance  of 
marriage  licenses;  (8)  professional  licenses,  such  as  physicianr| 
dentists',  (10)  and  optometrists ' ;  (ll)  hunting,  fishing,  and 
trapping  licenses;  (12)  business  licenses,  such  as  poultry 
dealers'  (13)  and  jvuik  dealers';  (14)  and  permits  to  carry  fire- 
arms. (15)    He  approves  the  bonds  of  county  offioers,  (16)  and 
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approves  and  files  the  bonds  of  notaries.  (17)    He  is  required 
to  keep  a  nurses'  register  (l8)  and  a  record  of  firm  and 
partnership  certificates,  (19)  and  he  also  records  many  legal 
instruments • 

The  records  are  located  in  the  courthouse. 


(1)  Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  2; 
Burns  49-2701. 

(2)  Const.  1816,  art.  5,  sec.  C. 
(5)  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burn3 

49-2706. 

(4)  Acts  1935;  Burns  29-306. 

(5)  -Acts  1905;  Burns  29-1404. 

6)  -Acts  1831;  Burns  29-1501. 

7)  Acts  1881  spc.  sess.;  • 
Burns  29-2103. 

(8)  Acts  1852;  Burns  44-201. 


(9) 

Acts 

1897; 

Burns 

63- 

1302. 

(10) 

Acts 

1913; 

Burns 

63- 

506. 

(11) 
(12) 

Acts 

1907; 

Burns 

63- 

1009. 

Acts 

1927; 

Burns 

11- 

302. 

(13) 

Acts 

1917j 

Burns 

48- 

1407. 

(14 

Acts 

1905; 

Burns 

42- 

703. 

(15) 

Acts 

1925; 

Burns 

10- 

•1721. 

(16) 

Acts 

1852; 

Burns 

29- 

105. 

(17)  Acts  1852;  Eurns  49-3503. 

(18)  Acts  1905;  Burns  63-903. 

(19)  Acts  1909;  Burns  50-201. 


Elections 

•Voters 

d 

23.    RECORD  OF  A3SE1TT  VOTERS,  1920—.    2  vols.    1924-35,  missing. 
Record  of  absent  voters,  showing  nane  of  elector,  address,  date  of 
mailing  ballots,  post  office  to  v/hich  ballots  vrere  sent,  before 
v.'hom  ballots  vrere  marked,  and  date  of  receiving  ballots.  Arr. 
alph.  by  nones  of  .twps.,-  .    Hchr.    200  pp.  12  x  16  x  1  3/4.  Clk. 
off. 

Returns 


24.    RECORD  OF  ELECT  I  OK,  1890—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  election  returns  by  township,  for  oach  national,  state, 


5G 

clorl: 

county,  township,  and  oity  candidate,  showing  township,  name  of 
candidate,  age,  offico,  and  number  of  votes*    Arr.  alph.  by  names 
of  twps.  Hdwt    290  pp.  18  x  15  x  2. 
For  prior  records,  see  entry  25. 

25.  ELECTION  PAPERS,  1634-92.    18  file  boios. 

Report  of  eleotion  sheriffs  on  votes  cast,  showing  names  of 
candidates,  number  of  votes,  office,  and  date.    No  index.    4g  x 
6  x  10.    Bsmt.  roc.  rm. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  24. 

Official  Bonds 
(See  also  ontrios  191-195) 

County 

26.  OFFICIAL  BONDS,  1853—.    2  vols. 

Reoord  of  bonds  given  by  county  officials,  showing  nones  of 
principal  and  surety,  amount  and  condition  of  bond,  and  date. 
Arr.  ohron.    Kdw.    300  pp.  16  x  11  x  1  3/4. 

27.  OFFICIAL  BOND  INDEX  RECORD,  1890-1919.    1  vol. 
Indox  of  officials,  showing  names  of  principal  and  sureties, 
amount  and  kind  of  bond  ,  date,  and  pago  nur.boij-  Arr^  alpn.  by  names 
of  officials-..  Ndw,    350  pp.  18  x  13  x  3. 

28.  OFFICIAL  BONDS,  1834—.    15  file  boxes. 

Bonds  given  by  county  officials,  showing  date,  name  of  official, 
office,  names  of  sureties,  and  amount  of  bond.    Arr.  chron. 
10  x  4  x  13.    14  file  boxes,  1834-1910,  bsmt.  reo.  rm.j  1  file 
box,  1911—,  Clk.  off. 
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29.  '  REGISTER  OF  OFFICERS,  1849-1921.    2  vols, 
Rooord  of  county  officials,  choline  name,  office,  dato  of 
commission,  dato  qualified,  date  bonded,  amount  of  bond,  names 

of  sureties,  date  of  expiration,  and  date  of  vacancy.    Arr.  alph# 
by  names  of  officials.    Hdw.    200  pp.  16  x  12  x  li* 

1  Miscellaneous 
— i  

30.  NOTARIAL  BOND  RECORD,  1900--.    3  vols.  (l-3). 
Record  of  bonds  and  oaths  of  notaries  public,  showing  name  of 
notary,  date,  approval  by  clerk,  name  of  surety,  and  amount  and 
condition  of  bond#    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  notaries  public.  Hdw 
290  pp.  16  x  11  x  1-jv. 

31.  NOTARY  BONDS,  1911—.    3  file  boxes. 

Record  of  appointments  of  notaries  public,  showing  name,  dato,  by 
v.'hom  appointed,  witnesses,  and  amount  of  bond.    Arr.  chron. 
10  x  4  x  13.    2  file  boxes,  1914-28,  Clk.  rec.  rm.;  1  file  box,  - 
1928—,  Clk.  off. 

Licenses 

fcarriago  (see  also  entries  222,225) 

32.  LARRIAGE  RECORDS,  1829—.    16  vols.  (l-12,  and  4  vols.  ' 
not  numbered). 

Reoord  of  marriages  in  county,  showing  date,  names  of  parties, 
certification  of  marriage,  name  of  person  performing  marriage, 
date,  and  place.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  grooms.    Hdw.    584  pp» 


18  x  12  x  3.1-,  14  vols,,  1829-1923,  Clk.  rec.  rm.;  2  vols.  1923—, 
Clk.'  off. 

33.  HIDEX  TO  CARRIAGE  RECORDS,  1822—.    2  vols.  (l-2). 
General  index  to  marriage  records,  snoY/lng  names  of  parties,  date, 
complete  record  of  marriage,  and  page  number.    Arr.  by  nones  of 
bridcfl  and  grooms.  Il<hv.    400  pp.  18  x  12  x  3£# 

34.  I'ARRIAGE  CERTIFICATES  AND  APPLICATIONS,  1935—.    1  file 
box. 

Application  by  bride  and  groom  for  marriage  liconso,  and 
certificate  of  marriage  to  be  returned  by  person  performing 
marriage,  showing  date,  names  of  parties,  age,  residence,  and 
oocupation,    Arr.  chron.    10  x  4  x  13.    Clk.  off. 

.Professional 

35.  PHYSICIAN  AND  DENTAL  LICENSE,  1885—.    3  vols.  (l-3)# 
Record  of  pnysician's  and  dentist's  liconses,  snovdng  date,  name, 
address,  and  clerk's  certification.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of 
applicants.    Nd-.v,    206  pp.  19  x  14  x  1. 

36.  VETERINARY  RECORD,  April  30-Aug.  5,  1901.    1  vol. 
Record  of  application  for  permit  to  practice  veterinary  medicine 
or  surgery,  showing  freenolder's  affidavit,  veterinarian's 
certificate,  name,  age,  and  rosidence.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of 
veterinarians.    Hdw.    157  pp.  18  x  11  x  1. 

Business 

37.  JUNK  DEALER'S  LICENSE  RECORD,  1903-30.    1  vol. 
Record  of  licenses  issued  to  junk  dealers  for  one  year,  snovdng 


Clork 


name  of  doalor,  date  of  issue,  and  none  of  town.    Arr.  alph.  by 
nones  of  applicants.    Hdw.    200  pp.  15  x  10  x  1, 

38*    POULTRY  DEALERS  AMD  JUNK  DEALERS  (Applications  For 
Poultry  Dealers),  1917— •    1  file  box. 
Applications  for  licenses  to  deal  in  poultry,  snowing  name,  place 
of ' business,  and  date.    Arr.  chron,    10  x  4  x  13,    Clk.  off. 

39.  II.PROVED,  STOCK  LICEIISE  RECORD,  1093-1923.    1  vol. 
Record  of  applications  for  liconses  for  pedigreed  stock  sire,  snow- 
ing owners,  description  and  pedigree  of  stock,  and  date  license 
issued.    Arr.  alph.  by  nanes  of  owners.    560  pp.  18  x  13  x  2. 

Certificates 

40.  RECORD  FOR  CERTIFICATES  CF  LEI3ERS  OF  PARTNERSHIP,  1909— 
1  vol. 

Record  of  firms  or  partnersnips  operating  under  name  otnor  than 
their  own,  showing  nomo,  signature,  and  address  of  eacn  partnor, 
date,  witnesses,  kind  of  business,  and  location.    Arr.  cnron. 
Hdw.    216  pp.  16  x  11  x  1  3/4. 

41.  REGISTER  OF  TRAINED  NURSES,  1904—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  applications  for  certificates  by  trained  nursos  to 
practico  nursing  in  county,  snowing  none,  residenco,  date,  and 
nurse's  oertifioate  fron  state  board  of  examination  and  regist- 
ration.   Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  nurses.    Typed.    199  pp.  14  x  9 
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42.  REGISTER  OF  IITSUEAITCE  CERTIFICATES,  1375-1929,     2  vols. 
(1-2). 

Rocord  of  certificates  issued  companies  selling  insurance  in 
county,  snowing  name  of  company,  location,  none  of  agont,  date 
filed,  and  box  and  file  nunbors.     Indexed  alpn.  by  nar.es  of 
companies •    fl&iT.    300  pp.  16  x  11  x  1*.    1  vol.,  1875-1913,  Clk. 
rec.ra.  jL    vol.,  1913-29,  Clk.  off. 

43.  RECORD  OF  FIRE  ARTS  PER2.~TS,  1925—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  permits  issued  to  carry  firearms,  snowing  name  of 
county,  date,  name  of  applicant,  address,  and  complete 
description  of  applicant.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  applicants. 
Hdw.    Condition  fair.    100  pp.  10  x  6  x  3/4, 

44.  RECORD  OF  PAT21ITS,  1868-1926.    1  vol. 

Record  of  patents  filed,  showing  name  of  inventor,  ago,  residence, 
date,  and  complete  description  of  artiolo  or  coirmodity  pator.tod^ 
Arr.  chron.    ISO  pp.  16  x  9x1. 

Recoipts  and  Disbursements 

45.  -CASK  BOOK  0?  RECEIPTS,  1912—.     G  vols.  (l,l-7). 
Rooord  of  cash  received,  showing  date,  roccipt  numbor,  record, 
ease  number,  payor,  account,  amount,  clerk's  costs,  fees  payable, 
register  of  fees  and  trust  funds,  order  books,  and  judgment  docket  Arr# 
citron.*  SSW#    162  pp.  16  x  16  x  l£.    1  vol.,  1912-15,  bsmt.  rec, 

m.;  4  vols.,  1915-25,  Clk.  roc.  rm.;  3  vols.,  1925— , Clk.  off. 


IV.    PROSECUTING  ATTORKEY 


The  prosecuting  attorney  is  a  constitutional  officer, 
elected  in  each  judicial  circuit  for  a  term  of  two  years,  (l) 
Ee  is  required  to  post  bond  to  be  approved  by  the  judge  of  the 
circuit  court  and  filed  with  tho  clerk.  (2) 

Prior  to  tho  Constitution  of  1851,  the  office  of  prosecut- 
ing attorney  existed  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  1831.    A  prosecuting 
attorney  for  each  judicial  oircuit  was  ohosen  by  a  joint  ballot 
of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives.  (3) 

The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Vemillion  County  is  1824, 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  prosecuting  attornoy  to  inquire  into 
tho  commission  of  any  felony  or  mi&demoanor  received  on  informa- 
tion* (4)    He  conducts  all  prosecutions  for  felonies  and  mis- 
demeanors in  Vermillion  County,  all  suits  on  forfeited  recognizances 
resists  applications  for  changing  names,  protects  interests  of  all 
persons  of  unsound  mind,  superintends  on  behalf  of  the  county  any 
of  its  trust  funds,  and  defends  all  suits  in  which  the  same  may 
be  interested.  (5) 

The  prosecuting  attorney  may  take  acknowledgments  to  deeds 
or  other  instruments  in  writing,  administer  oaths,  protest  notes 
and  checks,  takes  depositions  of  witnesses,  and  perform  any  duty 
now  conferred  oh  a  notary  public. 

(1)  Const.,  art.  7,  soo.  11;  (4)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852; 
2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns  Burns  49-2503. 
49-2501.                                          (5)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852; 

(2)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns  Burns  49-2504. 
49-2502.                                        (6)  Acts  1919;  Burns 

(3)  Rev.  Laws  1831,  ch.  10,  see  1.  49-2507. 

No  reoords  could  be  found. 
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V.    CIRCUIT  COURT 

The  circuit  court  \<as  created  by  the  Constitution  of  1C16, 
and  re-created  by  the  Constitution  of  1851.  (1)     The  judge  of 
the  circuit  court  ic  elected  by  the  people  of  the  circuit  and 
sorves  for  a  term  of  six  yearc.  (2)     The  inccptio:    dato  of  this 
offico  in  Vermillion  County  in  1C24,  tho  organization  date  of  the 
county,     i'he  f orty-soventh  circuit  comprises  "'crmillion  County, 

fhe  court  has  general  local  jurisdiction  of  lav/,  equity,  and 
criminal  cases,  and  actions  for  divorce.     It  has  original  juris- 
diction of  the  settlement  of  decedent's  estates  and  guardianships 
and  all  other  causes,  natters,  and  proceedings.     It  has  such 
appellate  jurisdiction  as  may  be  conferred  by  lavr.  (3) 

All  the  records  aro  located  in  the  courthouse 

(l)  Const.,  art.  7,  sec.  1.  (3)  Acts  1801;  Burns  4-303. 

(2 J  °onst.,  art.  7,   sec.  9. 

Change  of  Venue 
(Coe  also  entry  154) 

46..    GDSRK'S  VENUE  KEOORDj  1916--.    2  vols.    Prior  record 
destroyed  by  fire. 
Kccord  of  court  cases  that  have  been  venucd,  showing  date  of  tribal 
proceedings  of  court,  nones  of  jurors,  names  of  regular  panel  in 
v.'aiting,  and  number  of  days  in  vraiting.     Indc::cd  alph.  by  nar.es  of 
claimants.    Edw«     295  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.     1  vol.,  1916-55,    dk«  rcc. 
rn.;  1  vol.,  1955 — ,  Clk.  off. 
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Civil  and  Criminal  Causes 
(Sec  also  entry  103) 

47.  CRIMINAL  AND  CIVIL  COURT,  1824—.     698  file  boxes. 
Criminal  and  civil  court  proceedings,  showing  caso  number,  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  dato,  cause  of  action,  and 
sheriff's  fees.    Arr.  chron.     7  x  3  x  12.     418  file  boxes,  1824- 
1936,  Clk.  roc.  rn.j  280  file  boxes,  193G— ,  Clk.,  off. 

48.  GENERAL  I1TDEX  TO  CIVIL  ART)  CRILINAL  CAU3LS,  1825—.    4  vols. 
(A-D). 

Index  to  civil  and  criminal  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  and  file  box  number.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs 
and  defendants.    Hdw.     612  pp.  18  x  13  x  3.    Clk.  rec.  rm. 

49.  AFFIDAVIT  RECORD,  1915—.    3  vols. 

Record  of  affidavits  for  arrest  of  persons  committing  folonies, 
showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  cause,  cause  number,  date 
recordod,  and  nomo  of  person, filing  affidavit.    Arr.  chron.  Haw. 
and  typed.     250  pp.  9  x  14  x  5.     2  vols.,  1915-Rnrch  30,  1921, 
Clk.  rec.  rm.;  1  vol.,  I.nrch  30,  1921—,  Clk.  off. 

50.  Id^OGRI^ARCE  30IHJS,  1927-29.     1  vol. 

Record  of  bones  posted  by  persons  to  insure  appearance  in  court, 
sh  wing  names  f  persons  posting  bones,  names  of  sureties,  cause 
number,  and  date  and  amount  of  bond.  Arr.  chron.  Kdw.  199  pp. 
16  x  11  x  1.    Clk.  rec.  rm. 

51.  FEE  BOOK  (Justice's  Transcripts),  1875-1909.     1  vol. 
Record  of  cases  and  transcripts  from  justice  of  peace  court,  showing 
names  of  parties,  cau::e  of  action,  receipts,  and  by  whom  received. 
Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff.    Ildw.    590  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

Clk.  rec.  rm. 
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52.  '  INSANE  'RECORDS ,  I860—.    7  vols.  (1-7). 

Record  of  persons  adjudged  insan.3,  showing  name  of  complainant, 
justice 's, medical  examiner  1  s,  and  clerk's  certificates,  v;arrant  for 
arrest,  order  of  admission,  superintendent's  receipt,  order  of  dis- 
charge, warrant  of  patient's  return,  and  sheriff's  return.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  applicants*  Hdw.     320  pp.  18  x  12  x  1  3/4.     G  vols., 
13G0-1927,  Clk.  roc.  rm.;  1  vol.,  1927—,  Clk.  off. 

53.  INSANITY  PAPERS,  1848--.     1G  file  boxes.      1905-23,  missing. 
Affidavits  of  persons  cor.irdttcd  to  insane  institutions,  showin-  name, 
personal  and  family  history,  statement  of  attending  physician,  judge's 
order  of  commitment,  and  clothing  requisition.    Arr.  chron.  Condition 
fair.     10  x  5  x  13.     13  file  boxes,  1848-1905,  bsmt.  rcc.  rm.j  2  file 
boxes,  1923-32,  Clk.  roc.  rm.;  1  file  box,  1932 — ,  Clk.  off. 

54.  lIArJl-ALIZATIOi:  laiCORD  OF  LECLARATIOR  OF  IETERTIO:.,  1897—. 
15  vols.  (1-15). 

Record  of  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  U.  S., 
showing  description  of  person,  nationality,  name,  age,  if  married  or 
single,  present  address,  place  of  birth,  and  name  of  native  country. 
Indexed  alph.  by  namoiof  applicants.   Hdw.     300  pp.  14  x  9  x  1  3/4. 
Clk.  rcc.  rm. 

55.  PETITION  AND  RECORD  AND  IIATURALIZATIOi:  SERVICE,  1900—. 

11  vols.     (1-9,  and  2  vols,  not  numbered). 
Rocord  of  persona  applying  for  citizonship,  showing  date  and  place  of 
birth,  dato  of  arrival  in  U.  S.,  affidavit  of  petition,  ana  names  of 
witnesses.     Indexed  alph.  by  na;..Qsof  petitioners.   Hdvr.    95  pp.  18  x 
12  x  Clk.  roc.  ra. 
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5G.   'kEUOKS  OF  REG  IVERSHIP  AND  ASSIGNMENTS;,  1896—,    2  voir,. 
(1-2). 

Record  of  applications  for  receiverships  and  assignments,  showing 
dato,  namo  of  person,  firm#or  corporation,  namo  and  address  of  person 
making  application,  namo  of  receiver,  entry  docket,  name  of  claimant, 
date  of  filing,  amount  of  claim,  receiver's  bond, and  dato  and  amount 
of  bond,    Arr.  chron.    Hdw«      250  pp.  17  x  15  x  2.     Clk.  rec.  rm. 

57.  REPLEVIN  BOND  RECORD,  1916-24.     1  vol. 

Record  of  bonds  filed  Avith  sheriff  to  insure  protection  of  property 
replcvined,  showing  name,  address,  date,  amount  of  bail,  and  names 
of  sureties.    Arr.  al^h.  by  names  of  parties  bonded.    Ildv/.  Condition 
fair.    148  pp.  14  x  11  x  o/4.     Clk.  rec.  rm. 

58.  JURY  RECORDS;  1869—.     1  vol. 

Record  of  persons  serving  as  jurors,  showing  date,  names,  number 

of  days  and  nights  served,  amount,  term  of  appointment,  and  remarks. 

Arr.    chron.    Edw.     250  pp.  15  x  11  x  1?,-.     Clk.  rec.  rm. 

59.  ATTORNEY'S  RECORD,  1C26-1932.     1  vol. 

\ecord  of  attorneys  admitted  to  bar,  showing  names  of  attorneys, 
date  of  admission  bo  bar,  address,  and  on  whose  motion  admitted. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  attorneys.  Hdw.    150  pp.  16  x  11  x  lg> 
Clk.  rec.  rm. 

^ourt  Proceedings 

60.  ENTRY  ARD  ISSUE  DOCKET  AND  FEE  NOOK,  CIVIL,  1912—.     23  vol 
(55-57). 

Record  of  entries  of  court  issues  and  fees,  showing  cause  number,  dat 
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of  filing,  kind  of  action,  ncunoc  of  attornoys,  proceeding,  item- 
ised list  of  fees,  order  boo!:  number,  fees  made  by  receipts,  and 
memoranda.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs.  .  Hdw«    530  pp. 
10  x  12  x  2*    Clk.  roc.  rm. 

For  prior  rccordc,  see  entry  9S. 

Gl.    STAf:-:  EKX3Y  A::D  I3SUE  DOCKET  A:iD  PEE  BOOK,  1913—. 
7  vols.,  (2-8).. 

ivocord  of  state  criminal  causes  and  court  foes,  shovdnc  entry 
docket,  court  proceedings,  fees  itemized,  sheriff's  fees,  v.rits 
issued  to  sheriff,  miscellaneous  fees,  receipts  and  memoranda, 
receipts  of  sheriff,  and  receipts  in  return  for  fees.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  defendants.    Hdw.     590  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    5  vols. 
1913-Scpt,  30,  1950,  wlk.  rec.  rm.;  2  vols.,  3cpt.  29,  1930--, 
Clk.  off. 

ror  prior  records,  soe  entry  93. 

62.     5 TATE  EHTIvY  jjOCX.T,  1397-1911.     1  vol.  (2;. 
Accord  of  state  criminal  causes,  shov/inc  names  of  attorneys,  plain 
tiff,  and  defendant,,  proceedings,  nanus  of  vritnesses,  and  orders 
of  court.     Indo:ccd  alph.  by  names  of  defendants.   Kdw«    420  pp. 
10  x  12  x  2.    Clk.  rec.  rnu 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  Gl. 

6o.    QKDZll  3001'^  (Civil),  1911—.     55  vols.  (1-55). 
necord  of  court  ordors  in  civil  cases,  showing  date,  term  of  court 
nam'-s  of  plaintiff  and  defendano,  cause  number,  and  orders  of  eour 
Indoxod  alph,  by  names  of  plaintiffs.    1911-I^ay  6,  1924,  haw, ;  Dec. 
1924—,  typod.    580  pp.  13  x  13  x  3.    Gik.  off. 
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64.    JUDGIJEHT  DOCKET,  1330—.    10  vole.  (1-10 )-. 
Record  oi'  judgments  rendered,  showing  nanes  of  plaintiff  and  defend- 
ant, amount  of  judgment,  cost,  fee  book,  date  of  judgment,  order 
booh,  oxocution  docket,  cause  for  judgment,  navies  of  attorneys, 
and  court  proceedings.     Indexed  alph.  by  nair.es  of  defendants.  Hdw. 
230  pp.  13  x  12  x  3.     Clk.  off.. 

Executions     (see  also  entry  146) 

65..  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1330—.     12  vols.  (1-12). 
Record  of  judgments  for  sale  of  property,  shov.-ing  execution  number, 
cause  number,  date  of  issuance,  date  of  payment,  order  book,  page 
and  feo  book  numbers,  anount  of  judgment,  interest  and  cost,  to 
whom  issued,  and  name  of  officer.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plain- 
tiffs and  defendants.    Hdw.    572  pp.  18  x  12  x  5.     Clk.  off. 

66.  LIS  PEHLEiTS  RI.CORD  (Complaints),  1393—.     1  vol. 

Record  of  notice  to  attach  real  estate  against  sale  of  pending  suit 
subjecting  property  to  judgment,  shov.lng  actions  taken  to  force  de- 
fendant to  make  deed  and  to  quiet  title  to  lands.     Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants.    Hdw.    54-4  pp.  13  x  12  x  3. 
Clk.  rec.  rm. 

67.  LIS  PUBLICS  (Sheriff's  Notices),  1873—.    1  vol. 

Record  of  sheriff's  notice  of  ponding  actions  to  foreclose  mortgages' 
or  attach  real  estate.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs  and 
defendants.    Hdw.  and  typod.    544  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  roc.  rm. 
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60.    LIS  PENDENS  (Sheriff's  Cortif icatos),  1331—.    3  vole. 
(1-3). 

Accord  of  shoriff 's  certificates  of  sale  of  real  estate,  sxibject  to 
suit  pending,  shov/ing  certificate  number,  assignment,  aclcnov/lodgrcent 
of  assignment,  and  dork's  cortif ica bo.     Indoxcd  alph.  by  nones  of 
plaintiffs  and  dofondants.     1351-Oct.  8,  1332,  hdv/-.;  Oct.  20*  1032—, 
typod.     544  pp.  13  x  12  x  3.     Clk.  rec.  nn. 

39.    LIS  PENDENS  (Ilcdoi.-iptions),  1332-1025.    1  vol. 
Hecord  of  redemption  of  real  estate  that  has  beon  sold  by  sheriff, 
sho^/ing  entry,  affidavit, and  statement  and  certificate  of  redemption. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants.    Hdw«     544  pp. 
13  x  12  .z  3»      Clk.  rec.  rm. 

70.  SHERIFF'S;  SALE,  1008—.    3  file  boxes.  , 

sheriff's  order  of  sale  of  personal  property  for  delinquent  taxes, 
showing  date,  location  of  sale  items  to  be  sold,  and  name  of  owner. 
Arr.  chron.    10  k  5  x  13.    2  file  boxes,  1003-30,  Clk.  rec.  rm. ; 
1  file  box,  1030—,  Clk.  off. 

71.  SISERWS  C'JfTIjICATZ3,  1034—.    1  file  box. 
Certificate  of  salo  of  mortgaged  real  estato,  showing  owner's  name, 
description  and  location,  date  of  sale,  and  amount  required  to 
satisfy  mortgage  indebtedness.    Arr.  chron.     10  x  4  x  13.     Clk.  off. 

Probate  Causes 
(See  also  entry  104) 

72.  PR03ATE  COUnl  RECOIL,  1326—.    255  file  boxes  (1-502). 
Kecord  of  proceedings  in  probate  court,  showing  petition,  affidavit, 
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inventory,  appraisomcnt,  and  letters  of  guardianship*    Arr.  chron. 
10  x  5  x  13.     135  boxes,  1626-1930,  Clk.  rec.  rm.;  48  vols.,  1930—, 
Clk.  off. 

73.  INDEX  TO  ESTATES,  1876—.    3  vols.  (1,  1,  and  1  not 
nuribered) • 

Indox  to  estates,  showing  dato,  name  of  estate,  and  filo  box  number* 
iLrr.  alph.  by  namc3  of  estates.    Hdw«     630  pp.  13  x  12  x  5* 

74.  GENERAL  INDEX  TO  GUARDIANSHIP,  1912—.    1  vol. 

Index  to  guardianships,  showing  names  of  decedent,  guardian,  and 
ward,  and  filo  box  number.    Arr.  alph.  by  nanes  of  decedents.  Hdw« 
350  pp.  18  x  12  x  3\ 

73.  WILL  RECORDS,  1829—.     6  vols.  (1-6). 
Record  of  wills  of  deceased  persons,  showing  contents  of  personal 
vail,  names  of  heirs,  date,  and  notary  seal.     Indexed  alph.  by  names 
of  docoacod.    1829-Jan.  29,  1855,  typed;  Jan.  27,  1855—,  hdw« 
584  pp.  18  x  12  x  3-.\    5  vols.,  Clk.'roo.  rm.j  1  vol.,  Clk.  off. 

76.  WILLS,  1834—.    10  file  boxes. 

Last  will  and  tostamcnt,  showing  name  of  person  making  v/ill,  names 
of  noire,  daue,  nawea  of  wlbneaecs,  and  notary  bcaI.    Arr.  chron. 
10  x  5  x  13.    7  file  boxos, ' 1834-1933,  Clk.  rec.  rm.j  3  file  boxes, 
1933—,  Clk.  off. 

77.  ADLS  NISIRATOR'S  BOND  RECORD,  1847—.    6  vols.  (A-F). 
Record  of  administrator's  bonds,  shoving  names  of  deceased  and 
administrator,  address,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  name  of  surety, 
and  notary  seal.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  deceased.    Hdw#    442  pp. 
18  x  12  x  3.    5  vols.,  1847-1920,  Clk.  rec.  ra.j  1  vol.,  1920—, 
Clk.  rec.  rm.;  1  vol.,  1920—,  Clk.  off. 
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78.  GUARDIAN'S  BONDS  AND  LETTERS,  1330—.    6  vols. 

Record  of  guardian ' s  bond,  oath  and  letters,  showing  name  of  guardian, 
none  and  ago  of  ward,  date  of  letters  and  bond,  amount  and  penalty  of 
bond,  name  of  surety,  oath,  proceedings,  and  dato  of  settlement* 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  guardians.    Hdw.     226  pp.  18  x  12  x  1  3/4. 
Clk.  off. 

79.  INVENTOR*  RECORD-PROBATE,  1375--.    8  vols.  (1-3). 

Record  of  inventory  and  appraisement  of  personal  property  of  deceased 
persons,  shov/ing  description  and  valuation  of  property,  value  of 
property  taken  by  v/idov,r,  inventory  and  ajpraisom  nt  of  debts  due, 
and  demandc.    Arr.  chron.     1875-Mar.  21,  1919,  hdw.;  Mar.  21,  1919 — , 
typed.     539  pp.  12  x  13  x  2-J-, 

For  prior  record,  soc  entry  31. 

80.  RECORD  OF  VOLUNTARY  ASSIGURE;;'^,  1360-1905.    1  vol. 
accord  of  inventory  of  personal  property  assignee  for  benefit  of 
creditors,  shoving  name,  date,  schedulo  of  indobtcdnosc,  and  list 
of  porsonal  property.     Indoxed  alph.  by  namos  of  assignors.  Hdw. 
432  pp.  19  x  13  x  3;;.    Slk,  rcc.  rm. 

81.  SALE  BILL  RECORD,  1852-.95o.    4  vols.  (1-4). 

Record  of  sale  of  personal  property  of  deceased  persons  at  public 
auction,  showing  names  of  articles,  amount  of  sale,  to  whom  sold, 
and  v/hothcr  cash  or  secured  sale.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  de- 
ceased.   Hdw.     339  pp.  18  x  12  x  2\. 

For  subsequent  record,  see  entry  79. 


Circuit  6ourt  71 
Proceedings  in  Probate  Causes    (ceo  alco  entries  105-106) 

82.  ESTATE,  ENTRY,  CLAIM  AND  ALLOWANCE  DOCKET,  AND  FEE  BOOK, 
1012—.     6  vole.  (4-9). 

Reoord  of  ontry  of  olaima  against  estates,  claim  foes  and  court 
allowances,  showing  namo  of  decodont,  nano  and  addrcan  of  executor 
or  administrator,  amount  of  bond,  name  of  surety.  Inventory  and 
appraisement,  calo  bill,  wills,  court  proceedings,  fees  itemized, 
date  claim  filed,  sale  of  real  estate,  receipt  in  exchange  for 
fees.     Indexed  alph  *by  names  of  dccedcnt£»or  estates,    Hdw«    530  pp. 
18  x  12    x  3.    4  vols.,  1912-54,  Clk.  rec.  rm.;  2  vol3.,  1935—, 
Clk.  off. 

83.  GENERAL  ENTRY  CIALM  AND  ALLOWANCE  DOCKET,  1882-1914. 
3  vols.  (1-3). 

Hccord  of  claims  filed  against  estates,  and  court  allov/ancos,  showing 
name  of  administrator  or  executor,  date  of  appointment,  amount  of 
bond,  name/>of  surety  and  olaimant,  kind  of  claim,  how  served,  date 
filed,  amount,  receipt  of  paymont,  torm  and  proceedings  of  court, 
qrdor  book  pn^i  po(jc  n^phyr.    Indexed  alph,.  by  names  of  estatggg 
600  pp.  17  x  15  x  3. 

For  subsequent  record,  see  entry  82. 

04.    PARTITION  RECORD  (Improvement  of  Property) ,  1861—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  partition  of  property  for  purpose  of  improvements,  showing 
date,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  description  of  real  estate 
commissioners'  report  of  investigation,  and  court  costs.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs  and  defendants.    Hdw.     590  pp.  18  x 
12  x  3  3/4. 
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85.    PARTITION  RECORD  (l.JLnu'ocs  of  the  iioard  of  Com..iissioncrs) , 
1900-1917.    1  vol.  (2). 
Record  of  petitions  for  partition  of  real  estate,  showing  name  of 
petitioner,  report  of  cojnnissioners,  and  action  of  court.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs.    Hdw.    423  pp.  18  x  12  x  2.    Clk.  roc. 
rm. 

8G.    PAETITI0J1  RECORD  (i.linutos  of  the  J3oard  of  Commissioners )t 
1900-1917.     1  vol.  (2). 
Record  of  quit  claims  for  partition  of  real  estate,  showing  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorney,  and  court  proceedings.  Indexed 
alph*  by  names  of  plaintiffs.    Raw.    428  pp.  13  x  12  x  2.  Clk. 
rec.  rm. 

87.    GUARDIANSHIP  DOCKLT,  1875—.     2  vols.  (1-2). 
Record  of  proceedings  and  guardian's  bonds,  showing  issue,  amount  of 
bond,  nano  and  address  of  guardian,  name  of  ward,  ..ate  of  birth,  name 
of  surety,  reports  filed,  court  proceedings,  notice  of  surety,  sol- 
vency, cleric's  fees  itemized,  and  memoranda.     Indexed  alph.  by  names 
of  W&rd8«    Hdir.    295  pp.  18  x  12  x  2$,    1  vol.,  1375-Oct.  15,  1912, 
Clk.  rec.  rm.;  1  vol.,  Oct.  15,  1912--,  Clk.  off. 

83.    APPEARAI7CE  DOCKET,  1854-95.     1  vol. 
Record  of  periodical  reports  from  administrator  to  court  on  estates, 
showing  names  of  administrator,  estate,  ana  claimants,  amount, 
amount  preferred,  nature  of  claim,  interest  allowance,  and  date. 
Inuuxcd    alph.  by  names  of  claimants.    Hdw.    290  pp.  18  x  12  x  2  5/4. 

For  subsequent  record,  see  entry  82. 


Circuit  °ourt 

89.  ORDER  300R",  1827— .    20  vols.  (1-20). 

Record  of  procedures  in  estate  casos,  showing  probation  of  vd.ll, 
inventory  of  estate,  appointment  oi'  administrator,  and  approval  of 
bond.     Indexed  alph.  by  titles  of  estates.    1827-1913,  hdw.;  1913—, 
typed.    585  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.     Clk.  off. 

90.  IliDEX  TO  ESTATES,  1329—.    3  vols.  (1-3). 

Index  to  estates,  showing  number  and  pa^c  of  estate  record,  and 
title  of  estate.    Arr.  alph.  by  titles  of  estates.    Hdw.     630  pp. 
18  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  rec.  rm. 

91.  COMPLETE  RECORD,  PROBATE  COURT,  1837—.     23  vols, 
(numbering  varies). 

Record  of  estate  settlements,  showing  titlo  of  estate,  name  of 
administrator  and  surety,  bond,  letter  of  confirmation,  inventory,' 
sales  bill,  settlement,  final  accounting, and  final  orders.  Indexed 
alph.  by  titles  of  estates.    1827-Oct.  1914,  hdw.;  Oct.  1914—, 
typed.    580  pp.  18  x  12  x  2„     Clk.  roc.  rm. 

Juvenile  ^auses 

92.  JUVENItfl  C0OJMC  CASES,  1916-- .    3  file  boxes. 

Record  of  cases  involving  minors  undor  18  years  of  a^e,  showing 
namo,  address,  ago,  and  charge.    Arr.  chron.     10  X  4  x  13.    1  file 
box,  1916-23,  Clk.  rec.  rm.j  2  file  boxes,  1923—,  Clk.  off. 

95.     JAtffiS  VBIZCOUB  RILEY  HOSPITAL,  1923—.    2  file  boxes. 
Paper  committing  ailing  minor  children  of  indigent  parents  to  Riley 
Hospital  at  county  cost,  showing  names  of  child  and  parents,  child's 
ailment,  and  date  admitted.'  Arr.  chron.    10  x  5  x  13.    1  file  box, 
1923-31,  Clk.  rec.  rm.;  1  file  box,  1931—,  Clk.  off. 
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94.  '    INDEX  TO  JUVSSriU  CASES ,  1907—.     1  vol. 

Index  to  juvenile  caccc,  showing  number  and  title  of  cause,  and 
date.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  defendants.    Hdw.    297  pp.  18  x  12  x 
1  3/4,    Clk.  rec.  rm* 

Proceedings  in  Juvenile  Causes 

95.  JUVENILE  DOCKET,  1926—.     1  vol. 

Record  of  court  cases  of  children,  showing  nai.ic  of  minor,  nomos  and 
addresses  of  parents,  brief  family  history,  school  record  of  child, 
name  of  investigator,  and  minutes  of  court.  Indexed  alph.  by  name's 
of  minors.    Hdw.    414  pp.  12  x  15  x  2.     Clk.  off. 

96.  ORDER  BOOKS,  1907--,    G  vols.  (1-6). 

Record  of  cases  of  neglected  children,  showing  court  minutes,  order 
charging  child's  custodian  with  duties,  and  final  decision  of  court. 
Indoxod  alph.    by- names  of  plaintif i's .    I'd'..'.     500  ^p.  18  x  13  x  2^-. 
Cik.  off. 

Fee  ana  Cash  Records 

97.  FEES  ARE  FUNDS  HELD  IE  ffitJST,  1913 — .     5  vols.  (1-5). 
Record  of  fees  and  funds  held  in  trust  by  clerk,  showing  date,  names 
of  payor  and  payoc,  title  of  cause,  amount,  and  volumo  and  page 
number.     Index  d  alph.  by  names  of  payers.      Edv:.     200  pp.  Id  x  13  x 
2-.}.    3  vols.,  1915-17,  Clk.' rec.  rm.j  2  vols.,  1913—,  Clk.  off. 

90.    FEE  BOOK,  CIVIL  AND  CRIMINAL,  1875-1912.    34  vols.  (1-34). 
Record  of  fees  in  circuit  court,  showing  date,  number  of  cause, 
names  of  principals,  amount  of  fees,  amount  received,  and  clerk's 


Cir  mit  Court 


attost.  Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs.  Ildw.  580  pp.  10  x 
12  x  5.    Clk.  off. 

For  subsequent  records,  ace  entry  CO. 

90.    FEE  3001.,  (Probate),  1878-1911.    3  vols.  (6-8). 
Record  of  fees  filed  against  cstatos,  showing  dato,  title  of  estate 
or  guardianship,  amount  and  kind of  fees,  and  debits  and  credits. 
Indexed  alph.  by  titles  of  cs'oatws.    Hdw.    590  pp.  1C  x  12  x  3. 
Clk.  rec.  rn. 

100.  STATE  FEE  300Z,  1012-14.    1  vol. 

1  ccord  of  fees  and  costs  accruing  in  stock  cases,  showing  party  to 
litigation,  amount  of  f cos  and  costs,  against  whbm  assessed,  date 
paid,  end  t©  whom*     Indexed  alph.  by  nones  of  defendants.  .jHdir. 
250  pp.  1C  x  12  x  2.     Clk.  rec.  rn. 

-or  prior  records,  sec  entry  98:    for  subsequent  records,  see 
entry  61. 

101.  FEE  BILLS,  1911—.     2  file  boxes. 

Accord  of  all  feus  due  in  all  causes  in  court,  showing  names  of 
parties)  nature  and  amount:   of  fees, and  date.    Arr.  chron.     10  x  e 
15.     Clk.  off. 

102.  REC0ED  0?  FItttS  AhJ  ZOCFEITuTJiS,  1910-16.     1  vol. 
Accord  of  finos  and  forfeitures,  showing  none  of  payer,  date  of 
payment,  amount  collected,  total  amount,  and  eate  of  payment  to 
treasurer.    Arr.  chron.    Kdw.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  1  5/4.     Clk.  off. 


VI.     CCI.rOl!  PLEAS  COURT 


The  common  picas  court  was  established  by  an  act  of  1852, 
effective  in  Vermillion  County  in  1853.    The  judge  -was  elected  for 
a  term  of  four  years,  (l) 

The  court  had  jurisdiction  in  matters  relating  to  probate  of 
wills;  appointment  of  guardians  for  persons  of  unsound  rand  and 
other  disabilities;  in  matters  relating  to  executors  and  adminis- 
trators; (2)  in  civil  matters  ranging  from  fifty  to  one  thousand 
dollars,  except  in  casos  of  slandor,  libel,  broach  of  marriage 
contract,  and  an  action  on  an  official  bond,  or  whero  the  title 
of  roal  estato  was  in  issue;   (3)  and  criminal  jurisdiction  in 
cases  which  were  not  felonies,  except  those  triable  by  the  justice 
of  the  peace.  (4) 

At  the  time  of  the  creation  of  this  court,  casos  pending  which 
cciae  under  the  new  jurisdiction,  woro  transferred  from  the  circuit 
court  to  the  common  pleas  court.    Because  of  the  inadequacies  of 
this  court,  it  was  abolished  in  1573  and  the  jurisdiction  was 
transferred  to  the  circuit  court.    Pending  cases  continued  to  be 
entered  in  common  pleas  records  until  completion  of  the  suits.  (5) 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  courthouse,  and    are,  with 
other  court  records^  in  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 


(1)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  pt.  1, 
ch.  8,  sec.  1. 

(2)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  pt.  1, 
ch.  8,  soc.  4. 

(3)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  pt.  1, 
ch.  8,  sec.  11. 


(4)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  pt.  1, 
ch.  8,  sec.  14. 

(5)  Acts  1873,  ch.  29,  sec.  80, 


(76) 


Common  Picas  Court 

Civil  and  Criminal  Causes 
(Seo  also  entries  47-59) 

103.  COITCILIATIO:!  RECQRD,  1853-62.     1  vol. 

Record  of  casos  settlod  in  court  of  conciliation,  showing  name  of 
party  making  complaint,  naturo,  date,  and  proceedings.    Arr.  chron. 
Ildw.    300  pp.  16  x  11  x  1  3/4.    Clk.  off. 

Probate  Causes 
(Ceo  also  entries  72-81) 

104.  PARTITION  RECORD  (CQITDY,  PLEAS ),  1853-69.     1  vol. 
Record  of  petition  by  plaintiff  and  commissioners  for  the  partition 
of  real  estate,  shovrlng  description  of  land,  names  of  heirs,  court 
proceedings,  allotments  to  each  heir,  their  portion,  and  plot  of 
land  partitioned.    Indexeu  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs,    Hdw..  428 
18  x  12  x  2.    Clk.  rec.  rm. 

Proceedings  in  Probato  Causes 
(Seo  also  entries  02-91) 

105.  ORDER  BOOK,  1052-77.     7  vols.  (A,  A-C,  2-4), 

Record  of  the  proceedings  of  common  pleas  court,  showing  causes, 
claims  against  estates,  suits  on  notes,  suits  against  administrators 
of  estates,  suits  for  partition  of  estates,  and  petitions  by 
Y.idov.'s  for  dov/er  rights.     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiffs. 
Edw«     600  pp.  10  x  12  x  3.    Clk.  rec.  rm. 

106.  C0:P1ETE  RECORD  COirOIT  PLEAS  COURT,  1852-75.     5  vols. 
Record  of  petitions  to  court  for  the  division  or  sale  of  real 
estate,  shorting  order  of  publication,  proof  of  publication,  oath 

of  commissioners,  order  of  sale  of  real  estate,  commissioners*  bonds 
final  report  of  commissioners,  and  deed  to  purchasers.  Indexed  alph 
hy  titles  of  estates.    Ildw.     580  pp.  18  x  12  x  2. 


VII,  RECORDER 

Tho  recorder  is  a  constitutionol  officer  elected  for  a  tern 
of  four  years  and  is  required  to  post  bond,  (l)    Ho  person  is 
eligible  to  hold  the  office  of  recorder  for  moro  than  eight  years 
in  any  twolve-year  period,  (2)    The  inception  date  of  this  office 
in  Vermillion  County  is  1824,  the  orgarization  date  of  the  county. 

The  title  of  this  officer  describes  his  functions:    To  nake 
and  perqerve  a  public  record  of  legal  documents  for  officials  and 
private  persons  as  required  by  lav/.    Of  the  many  kinds  of  instru- 
ments recorded  the  more  important  arex    Deeds,  mortgages,  and 
apprentices'  indentures,  (o)  satisfactions,  cancelations,  and 
assignments  of  any  kind,  (4)  releases,  (5)  mechanics'  liens,  (6) 
and  leases,  (7) 

The  recorder  is  also  required  to  keep  a  record  of  articles  of 
incorporation  filed  in  his  office,  (8)  and  certificates  of  admission 
for  foroign  corporations  to  do  business  in  Indiana,  (9)    Thore  are 
also  on  file  in  tho  office  of  the  recorder,  records  of  cemetery 
deods,  (10)  cemetery  associations,  (ll)  farm  names,  (12)  and 
chattol  mortgages,  (lo) 

The  records  are  located  in  the  courthouse. 


(1)  1  Rev,  Stat.  1852;  Acts  1901; 
Burns  49-3201. 

(2)  ^onst,,  art,  6,  sec.  2, 

(3)  1  Rev,  Stat,  1852;  Burns 
49-3210, 

(4)  Acts  190  5;  Burns  49-3203. 

(5)  Acts  1881  spc,  soss,;  Burns 
2-2519. 

6)  Aots  1909;  Burns  43-705, 

7)  1  ^v.  Stat.  1852;  Acts  1875, 
1915,  1921,  1923;  Burns  56-119, 


(s)  Acts  \ZZ0;  Burns  25-219, 
(9)  Acts  1929;  Burns  25-305, 

(10)  Acts  1923;  Burns  21-223. 

(11)  1  Rev.  Stat.  19  52;  Burns 
23-1520. 

(12)  Acts  1913;  Burns  49-3236. 

(13)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts 
1897;  Burns  33-301* 


( 


(78) 
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Docds,  Titles,  and  Grants 

107.    DEED  RECORD,  1825—,    78  vols,  (l-7S;. 
Record  of  doods,  showing  nones  of  grantor  and  grantee,  kind  of 
deod,  description  of  real  estate,  terms  of  transfer,  date  recorded, 
consideration,  and  witnesses.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  grantors. 
1025-1901,  hdw.;  liar.  7,  1901—,  typed.    600  pp.  10  x  12  x  3. 

100.    DEED  IICDEX,  1024—.    34  vols.  (1-2,1-24,  and  0  vols,  not 
numbered). 

Index  to  entry  105,  showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  kind  of 
deed,  date,  consideration,  description  of  land,  location,  acreage, 
date  received  and  recorded,  and  numbor  of  book  and  page.  Arr. 
alph.  by  names  of  grantor  and  grantee.    Kchy.    600  pp.  18- x  12  x  3. 
0  vols.,  1024-09,  bsrrt.  rec.  rn.j  26  vols.,  1024—,   Rjcr.  roc.  rm. 

109.  OLD  RECORD  DEEDS,  1041-1927.    2  file  boxes. 

Doods  which  have  been  recorded  and  not  called  for,  showing  names 
of  grantor  and  grantee,  date  of  deed,  kind  of  deed,  description 
of  property,  location,  consideration,  and  date  rooordod.  l«o 
index.    14  x  10  x  5.    Reor.  off. 

110.  SHERIFF'S  DEED  RECORD,  1371—.    2  vols.  (A-B),  1097-90, 
missing. 

Record  of  sheriff's  deods  for  proporty  sold  by  court  order  to 
satisfy  judgments,  showing  date,  names  of  plaintiff  and  dofendant, 
description  of  property,  reason  for  judgment,  amount,  consideration, 
of  sale,  to  whom  deed  v/as  made,  and  terms  of  deed.    Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  grantor  and  grantee.    Edw.    600  pp.  10  x  12:  x  2  3/4. 

111.  TAX  TITLE  DEED  RECORD,  1863— .    1  vol.  (A). 

Record  of  deeds  issued  by  auditor  for  real  estate  sold  at  public 
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auction    for  delinquent  taxes,  showing  dato,  nonos  of  purchacor.. 
and  auditor,  consideration,  nano  of  estate  sold,  description, 
location,  term  of  sale,  and  date  recorded.    Indexed  alph.  by 
names  of  grantor  and  grantee.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  2  3/4. 

For  prior  records,  sec  ontry  107;  for  sale  records,  see 
entrios  181-182. 

112.  QUIET  TITLE  RECORD,  1911—.    1  vol. 

Record  of  quieting  disputed  title  to  estates,  shovring  date,  nones 
of  plaintiff  and  dofendant,  description  of  estate,  reason  for 
quieting  title,  proof  of  rights,  aotion  of  court,  and  cost  of 
court  action.    Indexed  alph.  by  titles  of  estates.  Hdw.  600 
pp.  18  x  12  x  2  3/4. 

113.  QUIET  TITLE  I1IDEX,  1911—.    1  vol. 

Index  to  quiet  title  record,  shovdrg  name  of  plaintiff,  date  of 
filing  transcripts,  date  of  doroe,  date  recorded,  description 
of  lands,  location,  acroago,  names  of  city  and  tovm,  addition, 
and  volume  and  page  of  quiet  title  record.    Arr.  alph.  by  names 
of  plaintiffs.  Hdw.    590  pp.  18  x  12  x  2  3/4. 

114.  TOLL  RECORD,  1885—.    2  vols.  (l-2). 

Transcripts  of  recorded  wills,  shov/ing  names  of  court  and  estate, 
provisions  and  date  of  will,  names  of  vritnesses,  and  date 
recorded.    Indexed  alph.  by  nance  of  e  states.  Edw.    600  pp. 
18  x  12  x  3. 


iiooordcr 
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Mortgages,  Assignments,  and  Releases 

Real  Estate 

115.  MORTGAGE  RECORD,  1824—.    53  vols,  (l-53). 

Rocord  of  mortgages,  shovri.ng  noir.es  of  mortgagor  and  mortgage o, 
dato  and  amount  of  mortgage,  description  of  roal  estato,  torms 
of  mortgage,  and  date  rcoorclcd,-     Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
mortgagor  and  mortgagee,    1824-1901,  hdn.;  1901 — ,  typed,  600 
pp.  18  x  12  x  3, 

116.  1.DRTGAGE  IITDEX,  1825--.    24  vols.  (1-22,  and  2  vols, 
not  numbered). 

Index  to  mortgage  records,  shov/lng  nar.es  of  mortgagor  and  mortgage 
kind  and  date  of  instrument,  consideration,  name  of  town, 
description,  locatiom  of  land,  acroage,  date  recorded,  mortgage, 
numbor^and  rocord  book. and  page  numbers.    Arr,  alph,  by  names 
of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee    Hd'.v.    590  pp.  18  x  12  x  2  3/4.  2 
vols.,  1888-89,  bsmt.  rec.  rm.;  22  vols.,  1825-87,  1890 — ,  :Pocr. 
rec,  rm. 

^Chattels 

117.  CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  LIIIUTE  BOOK*  1935--.    1  vol. 

Record  of  abstracts  to  chattel  mortgages,  shov^ing  date  of  filing, 
number  and  date  of  instrument,  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
amount  secured,  date  due,  property  mortgaged,  intangible .amount 
paid,  and  date  of  rolease.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagors 
and  mortgagees,*  Hdw.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 
For  prior  record,  see  entry  118# 
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118.  CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  RECORD,  1879-1935.    27  vols.  (l-27). 
Rocord  of  mortgages  hold  on  personal  property,  showing  names  of 
mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  description  of  property,  date,  amount 
and  terns  of  mortgage,  date  recorded,  and  date  of  satisfaction. 
Indoxed  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee.  1879-1901, 
hdw.;  1901-35,  typed.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  2  3/4. 

For  prior  rocord,  see  entry  159;  for  subsequent  record,  see 
entry  120. 

119.  CHATTEL  L10RTGAGE  INDEX,  1926—.    3  vols.  (l-3). 

Index  to  chattel  mortgage  records,  showing  nar.es  of  mortgagor  and 
mortgageo,  kind  of  instrument,  amount  of  consideration;  location 
and  description  of  chattels,  nomo  of  town,  date  recorded,  and 
book  and  page  numborsin  chattel  mortgage  rocord.    Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  nortgr^ors.and  mortgagees..  Hdw.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 
For  prior  record,  see  entry  113. 

120.  CHATTEL  MORTGAGES,  1935--.     25  file  boxes  (A-U/.V-Z). 
Chattol  mortgagos,  showing  namos  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
description  of  property,  date,  terms  of  mortgage,  and  date 
recorded.    Apr.  chron.    Hdw.    14  x  12  x  5. 

For  prior  record,  see  entry  118. 

121.  PUBLIC  L0A2I  COUPAKf,  1935—.    1  filo  box. 

Chattol  mortgagos  hold  by  Public  Loan  Company,  showing  names  of 
mortgagor  and  mortgageo,  dato,  amount  of  mortgage,  terms, 
desoription  of  property,  and  date  recorded.    Arr.  chron.    14  x 
12  x  5. 
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122.  SECURITY  LOAN  COI.iPAIjY,  1935--.    1  file  box. 

Qiattol  mortgages  hold  by  Socurity  Loan  Company,  shov/ing  nones  of 
mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  dato,  amount  of  loan,  doocription  of 
proporty,  terms,  and  date  recorded.    Arr.  chron.    14  x  12  x  5. 

123.  FEDERAL  CROP  MORTGAGES,  1931-35.    1  file  box. 
Federal  crop  mortgages,  shovring  date,  names  of  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee,  amount  of  mortgage,  location  and  acreage  of  farm, 
term  of  mortgage,  and  date  recorded.    Arr.  ohron.    14  x  10  x  5. 
Clk.  off. 

School  Funcs 

124.  SCHOOL  FUND  MORTGAGE  RECORD,  1853—.     6  vols.  (l-6). 
Reoord  of  mortgages  held  by  state  school  fund,  shov/ing  names  of 
mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  description  of  real  estate,  date  and 
amount  of  mortgage,  and  date  recorded.    Indexed  alph.  by  names 
of  mortgagors  and  mortgagees.  1853-98,  hdv/.;  1898—,  typed.  590 
pp.  18  x  12  x  2  3/4. 

Assignments  and  Releases 

125.  CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  RELEASES,  1935—.    1  file  box. 
Released  chattel  mortgages,  shov.lng  date,  names  of  mortgagor 
and  mortgagee,  amount  and  terms  of  mortgage,  and  date  recorded. 
Arr.  chron.    14.x  12  x  5. 


Hocordor 
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126.  LECHAITIC'S  lim  RECORD,  18G7-97.    1  vol. 

Record  of  liens  filed  by  mochanics,  showing  nanos  of  parties, 
liens,  amount  of  dobt,  cause  for  lien  being  filod,  and  date  of 
filing.    Arr.  ohron.    Hdw.    202  pp.  18  x  13  x  lw.    Bsmt.  rec.  rm. 
For  prior  and  subsequent  records,  seo  entry  159. 

127.  DISCHARGE  TAX  LIENS*  1950--.    1  file  box. 

Record  of  tax  liens  discharged  under  internal  revenue  laws,  shorr- 
ing  name  of  taxpayer,  rosidencc,  nature  of  tax,  taxable  period, 
amount  of  tax  assessed,  and  signature  of  collector.    Arr.  chron. 
14  x  10  x  5.    Reor.  main  off* 

Register  of  Legal  Instruments 

128.  ENTRY  BOOK,  1855—.    21  vols.  (l-2l). 

Record  of  ontrios  of  deeds  for  recording,  showing  date  received, 
nanes  of  grantor  and  grantee,,  date  of  deed,  consideration, 
location  of  property,  namo  of  tov/n,  description  and  acreage  of 
land,  kind  of  instrument,  number  of  deed,  record  book  and  page 
numbers,  and  fees  charged.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  5 

129.  FAR1I  I'lALU  REGISTER,  19l5-c2.    1  vol.  . 

Rocord  of  farm  names  registered,  shov/ihg  date  filod,  name  of  ov/ner 
description  and  location  of  farm,  and  name  given.    Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  ovraors  and  names  of  farms...  Hdw.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  2. 
For  prior  record,  seo  entry  159. 
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130.  UIUFORM  CONDITIONAL  SALES  CONTRACT,  1934—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  abstracts  of  contract  of  conditional  sales,  showing 
names  of  seller  and  buyer,  date  of  contract,  date  of  filing, 
description  of  goods,  and  realty,  contract  price,  and  date  of 
cancelation.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  sellers,  Hdw.    200  pp. 
1G  x  12  x  ijfe 

131.  INCORPORATION  RECORD,  1897—.    2  vols.  (1-2). 
Record  of  articles  of  incorporation,  and  dissolution  of 
corporations,  sh.ovri.ng  namo3  and  addrcssos  of  parties,  name  of 
company,  purpose  of  incorporation,  date,  amount  of  capital, 
number  of  sharos,  value  of  each  share,  and  names  of  directors. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  companies  incorporated.    Hdw.    600  pp. 
18  x  12  x  2  3/4. 

132.  ARTICLES  OF  IK  CORPORATION,  1928—.    1  file  box. 
Articles  of  incorporation*,  showing  name  of  company,  names  and 
addrcssos  of  incorporators,  purposo,  amount, of  capital  stock, 
amount  of  oach  sharo,  location  of  principal  office,  and  date 
rcccivod.    Arr.  chron.  ..14  x  10  x  5.    Recr.  main  off. 

153.    INDENTURES  OF  APPRENTICESHIP,  1853-74.    1  vol. 
Record  of  minors  under  apprenticeship,  showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  ward,  age,  and  terms  of  apprenticeship.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  principals.    Hdvr,    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  2. 

J34.    LARKS  CF  ANIMALS,  1839-73.    1  vol. 
Record  of  marks  on  live  stock  for  proof  of  ownership,  showing 
name  of  owner,  description  of  mark,  and  date  recorded.    Arr.  chron. 
tldw.    200  pp.  12  x  7  x  lvr. 
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135.  ABSTRACT  OF  OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  CERTIFICATES,  1936—.  1 
vol. 

Rcoord  of  applications  for  old  age  assistance,  shearing  number  of 
instrument,  tine  of  filing,  name  of  recipient,  application  and 
certificate  numbers, and  date  of  certificate.    Indexed  alph.  by 
names  of  recipients.    Hdv/.    530  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

For  other  rocords,  see  entries  14,  136/227-23£. 

136.  OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  CERTIFICATES,  1935—.    1  filo  box. 
Old  age  assistance  certificates,  showing  name  of  v/ard,  dato  and 
number  of  certificate,  date  of  application,  amount  roceived,  and 
date  filed.    Arr.  chron.    14  x  12  x  5. 

For  othor  records,  seo  entries  14,  155,  227-232. 

157.    0L.:  RECORDED  .INSTRUIEl.TS,  1856-1955.    11  file  boxes. 
Old  recorded  instruments  that  were  unclaimed,  shovdng  date,  names 
of  parties,  and  nature  of  instrument.    I«o  index,    14  x  12  x  5. 
Rocr.  main  off. 

153.    RELEASE  CERTIFICATES  CF  YTAEDS  (OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE),  1935— 
1  file  box. 

Old  age  assistance  releases,  shoY.lng  name    of  recipient,  . 
application  and  certificate  numbers,  date  of  certificate,  and 
roason  for  release.    Arr.  chron.    14  x  12  x  5. 
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I-iccolloneous  Records 

139.  I.IESCELLAREOUS  RECORD,  1854—.    25  vole.  (l-25). 
Rocord  of  all  instruments  recorded,  including  articles  of 
incorporation,  powers  of  attorney,  mechanic's  liens,  affidavits, 
early  farm  name  records,  transcripts,  releases,  assignments, 
and  early  chattel  mortgage  records,  showing  date,  names  of 
parties,  amount  and  doscription  of  instrument,  terms,  and  date 
roloasod.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  grantor/* and  grantees. 
1054-1001,  hdw.;  1901—,  typed.    COO  pp.  13  x  12  x  3. 

140.  MISCELLANEOUS  INDEX,  1056--.    12  vols.  (j-12). 
Indox  to  instruments  rccordod  in  miscellaneous  records,  showing 

names  of  parties,  kind  and  date  of  instrument,  amount  of 
consideration,  description  and  location  of  land  and  lots,  name 
of  townj ,  and  date  recorded.    Arr.  by  book  and  page  numbers. 
Hdw.    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

Fee  and  Cash  3ook3 

141.  FEE  AMD  CASH  BOOK,  1062—.    11  vols.  (l-6,  and  5  vols, 
not  numbered).    1007-95,  missing. 

Record  of  feos  collectod  and  cash  disbursed,  showing  date,  number 
of  instrument,  from  whom  roceivod,  deeds ■  transcripts,  mortgages, 
mechanic's  lions,  chattel  mortgages,  rolcases,  assignments,  powers 
of  attorney,  articles  of  incorporation,  and  plats.    Arr.  chron. 
Hdw,    590  pp.  15  x  12  x  2  3/4.    10  vols.,  1062—,  Rocr.  rec. 
rm.;  1  vol.,  1095-1910,  bsmt.  roc.  rm. 


VIII.  SHERIFF 

Tho  ohoriff  is  a  constitutional  officor  oloctcd  for  a  tern 
of  two  yoars.    Ho  must  give  a  bond  to  insure  faithful  perform- 
ance of  his  duties,  and  is  required  to  take  the  usual  oath  of 
offico.     (l)    No  person  is  eligible  to  hold  the  office  of  sheriff 
for  more  than  four  years  in  any  period  of  six  years.  (2)  Prior 
to  the  Constitution  of  1851  tho  offico  of  sheriff  functioned  by 
virtue  of  the  Constitution  of  1816.  (3)    The  inception  date  of 
this  office  in  Vemillion  County  is  1324,  the  organization  date  of 
tho  county. 

The  sheriff  is  tho  conservator  of  peace  within  Vormillion 
County.    Ke  may  arrest  without  process  all  porsons,  who  vvithin 
his  view  commit  any  crime  or  misdemeanor,  and  hold  them  in  custody 
during  investigation  of  the  cause  of  such  arrest.    He  is  requir- 
ed to  suppress  all  breaches  of  the  peace  and  has  authority  to 
call  to  his  aid  tho  power  of  tho  county;  pursue  and  commit  to 
jail  all  felons;  maintain  and  presorvo  ordor  in  tho  courts  of 
tho  county  except  justico  of  tho  peace  courts.    Ke  also  maintains 
tho  jail  and  takos  care  of  the  prisoners  confined  in  it.  (4) 
It  is  his  duty  to  protect  persons  in  danger  of  possible 
lyichings.  (5)    He  makes  arrests  of  all  persons  on  indictments, 
warrants,  affidavits,  and  upon  information  received  from  the  pro- 
secutor or  the  court,  and  commits  them  to  jail.  (6) 

As  a  court  officer  of  Vermillion  County  he  is  required  to 
make  service  of  all  process.  (7)    Hessolls  mortgaged  proporty 
on  foreclosuro  proceedings;  (8)  executes  deeds  to  real  estate 
sold  on  executions;  (9)  conveys  persons  committed  to  state,  charitable, 

(88) 
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correctional,  or  penal  institutions;  (10)  and  attends  sessions 
of  the  county  council  (11)  and  the  county  commissioners,  (12) 
and  executes  their  orders. 

The  records  are  located  in  the  sheriff's  office  in  the 
courthouse • 


(1)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-2801. 

(2)  Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  2. 

(3)  Const.,  1816,  art.  4, 
sec.  25. 

(4)  2  Rov.  Stat.  1C52;  Burns 
49-2602. 

(5)  Acts  lC05;..Bums  10-3510. 

(6)  Acts  1905;  Burns  9-1001. 

(7)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Eums 
49-2803. 


(8)  Acts  1881  spc.  sess.; 
Burns  3-1819. 

(9)  Acts  1S81  spc.  ses3.; 
Burns  2-4101. 

(10)  Acts  1905;  Burns  9-2232. 

(11)  Acts  1699;  Bums  26-510. 

(12)  1  Rov.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
26-611. 


Investigations  and  Reports 


142.  JURY  RECORD,  1923—.    1  vol.    Prior  rocords  destroy- 
ed by  firo. 

Register  of  jurors,  showing  date,  case  number,  nones  of  plain- 
tiff' and  de fondant,    nanos  and  addresses  of  jurors,  tern  of 
court,  number  of  days  served,  and  miles  traveled.    Arr.  chron. 
Edw.    480  pp.  18  x  12  x  2  5/4. 

143.  JAIL  RECORD,  1923—.    1  vol.    Prior  records  destroyed 
"by  fire. 

Register  of  prisoners  admitted  to  jail,  shov/ing  name,  sex,  age, 
color,  address,  birthplace,  date  admitted,  nature  of  crimo, 
amount  of  bail,  dato  sentenced,  date  dischargod,  and  miscellaneous 


Shoriff 


expense.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  prisoners.    Hdw.    216  pp.  17 
x  14  x  2. 

144.  1IILEAGE  CLkW  RECORD,  1929—.     1  vol. 

Rocord  of  miloago  traveled,  showing  number  of  papors  served, 
date,  none  of  person  to  whom  served,  nature  of  court  action, 
number  of  niles  travol  ed,  tota  1  charges,  date  paid,  and  amount 
of  warrant..    Arr.  -chron.    Kdw.    504  pp.  18  x  12  x  2  3/4. 

145.  POULTRY  REPORTS,  1923  —  .    1  file  drawer.    Prior  to 
1923,  destroyed  by  fire. 

Reports  on  sheriff's  sales  of  stolen  poultry,  shoving  date,  numb- 
er of  fowls j  weight,  broed,  ago,  distinctive  narks,  name  and 
address  of  sellers,  kind  of  vehicle,  and  liconse  number  of 
automobile.    Arr.  chron.    24  x  12  x  12. 

Execution  Rocord 
(See  also  entries  65-70) 

143.    REGISTER  OF  EXECUTIONS,  1922—.    1  vol.    Prior  to 
1922,  dostroyod  by  fire. 
Register  of  oxocution  of  writs,  showing  numbor  of  papers  served, 
date  issued,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  amount  of  Judgment 
dato  of  return,  costs,  and  remarks.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
defendants.    Hdw.    450  pp.  13  x  12  x  2  3/4. 

Foo  and  Cash  Book 

147.    FEE  BOOK,  1923—.    2  vols.    Prior  to  1923,  destroyed 
by  fire. 

Record  of  all  fees  collected,  showing  case  number,  title  of  cause 


Sheriff 

91 

name  of  court,  date,  and  nature  of  sorvico.    Arr.  chron.  Hdw# 
580  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

148.    CASH  BOOK,  1923—.    1  vol.    Prior  to  1923,  destroyed 
by  firo. 

Rocord  of  cash  rocoivod  and  disbursed,  shovrinc  da  to,  cause  number, 
book  and  pa^e,  nano  of  court,  receipt  and  chock  nunbors,  narjos 
of  payor  and  payoo,  naturo  of  sorvico,  sheriff's  fees  duo  county, 
rocoipts  from  all  souroos,  and  distribution  of  disbursements* 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    500  pp.  18  x  12  x  2  3/4. 


IX.  CGROlffiR 


The  coronor  is  a  constitutional  officer  elected  for  two 
years  without  restriction  on  reelection.  (1)    Ee  is  required  to 
post  bond  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars  nor  loss  than  one 
thousand  dollars.  (2)    The  office  was  created  boforo  1851  by 
virtue  of  the  Constitution  of  1616.  (3)    The  inception  date  of 
this  office  in  Vermillion  County  is  1824,  the  organization  date 
of  the  county. 

The  coroner  is  required  to  investigate  deaths  by  violence, 
by  accident,  and  of  suspicious  nature,  and  to  determine  the  cause 
and  manner  of  death.    He  holds  inquests  without  a  jury,  (4)  and 
may  subpena  witnesses  and  employ  a  physician  to  make  a  postmortem 
examination,  (5)  filing  his  report  and  vordict  v/ith  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court.  (6)    lie  is  a  peace  officer  with  the  same 
powers  as  the  sheriff,  (7)  and  acts  as  sheriff  in  event  of  absence, 
vacancy,  porsonal  interest,  or  incapacity  of  that  officor,  (8) 
and  servos  warrants  on  the  sheriff  if  necossary.  (9) 

All  of  the  records  are  located  in  the  clerk's  office  in 
the  courthouse* 


1)  Const.  1851,  art.  6,  sec.  2. 
Z)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts  1933; 
Burns  49-2901. 

(3)  Const.  161b,  art.  4,  soc.  25. 

(4)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts  1871. 
1870  spc.  sess.;  Bums 
49-2904. 

(5)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-2906. 


(6)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852,  Acts 
1879  spc.  sess.;  Burns 
49-2909. 

(7)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts 
1933;  Burns  49-2991 • 

(6)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 

49-2902. 
(9)  2  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  3urns 

49-2905. 


(92) 
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149.    CORONER'S  INQUESTS,  1846—.     14  file  boxes. 
Rocord  of  inquests  hold  by  coroner  on  persons  having  died  from 
violent  causes,  showing  date,  narao,  age,  color,  sex,  and  cause 
of  death.    Arr.  chron.     Condition  fair.     10  x  5  x  13.    7  boxes, 
1646-1912,  bsnt.  rec.  rnuj  1  box,  1913-35,  Clk.  rcc.  rza.;  1  box, 
1936,  8 Ik.  off. 


X.  AUDITOR 

Ahe  auditor  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a  four- 
yoar  term*  (l)    i«:o  person  can  hold  the  office  for  noro  than  eight 
years  in  any  poriod  of  twelve.  (2)    ho  is  roquired  to  post  bond  in 
the  amount  of  ton  thousand  dollars,  approved  by  and  filod  vdth  the 
county  commis si oners.  (3)    The  inooption  date  of  this  offico  in 
Vermillion  ^ounty  'is  1841. 

'This  office  is  the  contor  of  county  financial  adnini  strati  on, 
and  here;  the  financial  rocords  of  county  business  are  preserved. 

The  auditor's  principal  functions  are  fourfold:    As  a  county 
"controller",  ho  keops  the  accounts  of  tho  county  and  issues  vrar- 
rants  for  all  claims,  including  those  approved  by  the  commis- 
sioncrs.  (4)  Ex  officio  ho  acts  as  clerk  to  the  board  of  commis- 
sioncrs,  (5)  tho  county  council,  (o)  and  tho  board  of  tax 
adjustment,  (7)  and  as  secretary  to  tho  board  of  finance  (0) 
he  is  also  a  member  and  tho  socrotary  of  tho  board  of  revicv.'.  (9) 
As  a  tax  officer,  he  prepares  tho  official  tax  duplicates,  (10) 
and  certifies  to  tho  treasurer  tho  amount  of  taxes  due  from 
banks,  (ll)    As  budget  officer,  he  compiles  estimates  made  to  him 
by  each  county  agency  and  submits  them  to  the  county  council.  (12) 

Other  routine  duties  aro:    doping  a  land  transfer  record 
book;  (lo)  managing  tho  common  school  and  the  congressional 
tovms'iip  school  funds  as  a  momber  of  the  school  fund  board,  (14) 
and  apportioning  semiannually  the  inter ost  of  those  funds  to  the 
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school  corporations;  (15)    preparing  the  ditch  duplicate  covering 
assessments  for  construction  or  ropair  of  ditches  and  drains;  (lG) 
issuing  peddlers'  licensos  (17)  and  public  v/arehousc  permits; (18) 
aclcnovrlodging  deeds  and  mortgages  exocuted  for  security  of 
trust  funds;  (10)  and  approving  bonds  of  tovmship  trustees,  (20) 
The  records  are  located  i     the  courthouse. 


(1)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1352;  Burns 
49-3001. 

(2)  Const.,  art.  6,  soc.  2, 

(3)  Acts  1899;  Burns  49-3003. 

(4)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-3005,  Acts  1397;  Burns 
20- 80S. 

(5)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
2G-G11. 

(6)  Acts  1399;  Burns  26-609. 
(?)  Acts  1933;  Burns  64-304, 
(3)  Acts  1907;  Burns  G1-G0G. 
(9)  Acts  1919,  1920  spc.  scss.; 

Burns  64-1201. 
(10)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1403. 


(11)  Acts  1933;  Burns  64-310. 

(12)  Acts  1399;  Burns  23-520. 

(13)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1409. 
(14J  Acts  1365;  Bums  28-104, 

Acts  13C5,  1955;  Burns, 
1956  suppl.,  28-209. 

(15)  Acts  1379;  Burns  23-265. 

(16)  Acts  1935;  Burns  27-134. 

(17)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Burns 
49-204. 

(13)  Acts  1375,  1879  spc.  sess. 
Burns  67-201. 
(19)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  3urn3 
49-3011. 
(20)  Acts  1915;  Euras. 65-103. 


Audits  and  Reports 

150.  APPORTIONMENT  RECORD,  1333-1913.    4  vols. 

Record  of  apportionmcnts.-to  the  different  tovmships  of  delinquent 
taxe3  and  interest  on  sane,  shov.lng  tovmship  or  tov.-n,  .  not 
settlement  or  apportiorjnont  duo  fron  treasurer,  and  to  v/hat 
account  apportioned.    Arr.  chron.    Hdvr.    195  pp.  23  x  10  x  l|-. 

151.  TAX  DEPOSITORY  INTEREST,  1923—.    1  file  box. 
Reports  of  banks,  showing  amount  of  intorest  due  county  on  funds 
depositod,  date,  namo  of  depository,  amount  on  doposit,  and 
interest,    -^r.  chror..    12  x  12  x  5.    Aud.  vt. 
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152.  TAX  DISTRIBUTION,  1929-30,    1  drawer. 
Record  of  distribution  by  board  of  commissioners  of  current  and 
delinquent  taxes,  showing  date,  and  distribution  of  various  taxes. 
Arr.  chron.    33  x  25  x  2*    Comr.  rm. 

153.  STATE  BOARD  OF  ACCOUNTS,  1909-13.    3  file  boxes. 
Reports  of  state  examiners  on  the  financial  conditions  of  various 
county  officials,  showing  date,  name  of  examiner, .  statistics  of 
financial  condition,  and  signatures.    Arr.  chron.    11  x  10  x  4-|-. 
Aud,  off. 

154.  AUDITOR'S  VEWUE  RECORD,  1914-31.    1  vol. 

^ocord  of  court  cases  transferred  fron  one  county  to  anothor, 
shewing  date,  amount  of  money  paid  by  otner  county,  titlo  of 
cause,  from  whom  rocoivod,  to  whom,  issued,  recoipts,  and 
disbursement  amounts.    Arr.  chron.    Kdw.    125  pp.  14  x  12  x  3/4. 
Aud.  off. 

For  other  rocords,  soo  entry  46. 

155.  TRUSTEE'S  RECEIPTS  OF  EXPENDITURES*  1392-1915.    1  vol. 
Record  of  trustoe's  recoipts  and  expenditures  for  townships, 
showing  township  trustoc,  county,  date,  roooipt  number,  from 
whom  rcoeived,  on  what  account,  to  what  fund,  and  total.  Arr. 
alph.  by  names  of  funds,    Ndw.    560  pp.  IS  x  13  x  2. 

156.  POOR  RELIEF,  1935—.    32  file  boxes. 

Certified  reports  of  township  trustees  of  amount  disbursed  for 
poor  relief,  showing  amount  for  food  ordors,  clothing  and 
medical  aid,  name  of  person,  address,  and  case  number.  Arr. 
chron.    10  x  13  x  5.    Comr.  rm. 


Auditor  37 

157.  REPORT  OF  POOR  RELIEF |  1917-31.    7  file  boxes. 
Rooord  of  poor  rcliof  givon  by  trustoes,  showing  date,  narao  of 
person,  age,  sex,  color,  occupation,  number  of  persons  in  family, 
amount  given,  for  v/hat,  and  signature  of  trustee.    Arr.  chron. 

12  x  11  x  4  3/4. 

158.  SCHOOL  TRUSTEE'S  REPORTS,  191-1-16.    1  file  box. 
Reports- of  school  trustees,  on  various  schools  of  county,  shcvriLng 
receipts  and  expenditures  on  account  of  special  school  and  tuition 
funds.    Arr.  chron.    11  x  10  x  4-A-. 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 

159.  fcDNTHLY  FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS,  1912—.    4  vols. 
Rocord  of  monthly  statements  of  receipts  and  disbursements, 
Shbwi&g  receipts  to  date,  for  month*     total  receipts,  disbursements 
to  date,  for  month,  total  disbursements,  balance,  overdraft, 

and  total  balance.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw,    150  pp.  20  x  16  x  1.  3 
vols.,  1912-24,  Aud.  rec,  rm.j  1  vol.,  1924 — ,  Aud.  off. 

1G0,    FEE  AND  CASH  BOOK,  1910-,    3  vols. 
Record  of  all  fees  and  cash  received,  shovring  date  received,  fron 
v/hou,  kind  of  fee,  as  transfer,  ditch,  highway,  and  gravel  road, 
dato,  total  collocted,  and  amount  paid  county  treasurer.  Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  payors*    Hdw.    290  pp.  18  x  10  x  5*«    2  vols., 
1910-32,  Aud.  roc.  rm.j  1  vol.,  1933—,  Aud.  off. 


Audi  tor 
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161.  AUDITOR'S  LEDGER  OF  RECEIPTS,  APPROPRIATIONS,  AND 
DISBURSEMENTS,  1925—.    14  vole. 

Rocord  of  receipts,  appropriations,  and  disbursements,  showing 
dato,  amount  to  various  "bureaus,  warrant  number,  overdrafts,  and 
balanco.    Arr.  chron.    hdw.     600  pp.  17  x  Id  x  3« 
For  prior  records,  soe  entries  162-153. 

162.  REGISTER  OF  RECEIPTS,  1862-1924.    6  vols.    Prior  to  1862, 
missing. 

Record  of  receipts,  showing  date,  number  of  receipt,  by  whom  paid, 
for  what  purpose,  amount,  receipts  itemized  for  county  revenue, 
township,  and  corporations  taxes,  school  fund  principal,  gravel 
road  and  ctato  revenue.    Arr.  chron.    hdw.    312  pp.  16  x  11  x  2^-. 
For  subsequent  records,  seo  ontry  151. 

163.  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  DIS3URSS:.ENT  RECORD,  1911-24.    6  vols. 
Rocord  of  all  apporpriations  and  disbursements  by  auditor,  sh erring 
list  of  expenses  of  each  county  official  for  repairs  on  courthouse 
and  poor  f arm,  maintenance  -  of  all  county  institutions,  roads, 

and  schools,  and  official's  salarios.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of 
officials.    Ndw.    175  pp.  16  x  19  x  2# 

For  prior  records,  see  entry  152;  for  subsequent  records, 
soe  ontry  161 • 

164.  REGISTER  OF  DISBURSEMENTS,  1889-1910.     2  vols.  (l-2). 
Record  of  disbursements  of  county  funds,  showing  disbursements  for 
fiscal  year,  in  whoso  favor  drawn,  for  v/hat  purposo,  amount,  date, 
county  revonuo,  fees,  salaries,  gravel  roads,  construction,  common 


Auditor 
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school  funds,  state  revonuo.    Arr.  chron.    hdw.    60  pp.  17  x  12 
x  3/4. 

For  subsequent  records,  soo  entry  161. 

165.  JOURNAL,  1851-88.    2  vols. 

Record  of  costs  rocoived  and  expended,  showing  cash  received, 
cash  disbursed,  and  receipt  number.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    300  pp. 
16  x  11  x  2i. 

For  subsequent  records,  soo  entry  161. 

166.  AUDITOR'S  REGISTER  OF  WARRANTS,  1911-26.    5  vols.  (1-5). 
Record  of  warrants  dravm  by  auditor  or  troasurer,  showing  date  and 
number  of  warrant,  to  whom  dravm,  on  what  account,  amount,  date 
redeemed,  and  total  amount  of  county  revenue.    Arr.  chron.  Hdw. 
195  pp.  12  x  17  x  2. 

For  subsequent  rocords,  see  entry  157. 

167.  COUNTY  WARRANTS,  1912—.    32  vols. 

Stubs  of  warrants  issued,  showing  to  whom  issued,  date,  for  whai^ 
number,  and  fund.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    250  pp.  18  x  10  x  2. 

168.  REGISTER  OF  ORDERS,  1889-1911.    6  vols. 

Record  of  orders  and  estimates  of  various  exponscs,  showing  date, 
in  whoso  favor,  feos    and  salaries,  as  oounty  officer's,  gravol 
road,  state,  benevolent  institution,,  township,  revonuc,  fuel, 
books,  and  stationery.    Arr.  ohron.    Hdw.    210  pp.  17  x  21  x  2  o/4. 

169.  REGISTER  OF  AUDITOR'S  VOUCHERS,  1903-18.    1  vol. 
Record  of  auditor's  vouchers  other  than  allowances  by'  board  of 
commissioners,  showing  date  of  vouchors,  to  whom  allowed,  nature 


Auditor 
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of  claim,  by  what  authority  order  issued,  date  order  issued,  and 
anount  of  order,    Arr.  chron.    H&w.    300  pp.  16  x  12  x  2. 

170.  REGISTER  OF  RETURNS ,  1897—.    4  vols. 

Record  of  taxe3  paid  by  firns  or  corporations  and  deposited  in 
bonks  by;  treasurer,  showing  name  of  ban!:,  date,  receipt  nurber, 
and  value  of  taxablos.     Indexed  alph.  by  nar.es  of  banks,  Edw. 
125  pp.  14  x  17  x  3/4.    3  vols.,  1S97-1935,  Aud.  rcc.  rm.;  1  vol., 
1933—,  Aud.  off. 

Taxes 

Appr  ai  s  orients 

171.  TSAJJSFBR  BOOKS,  1656—.    56  vols. 

F.ccord  of  real  estate  transferred  from  one  party  to  another, 
showing  title  of  transfer,  from  whom  and  to  ".vhom  transferred, 
location,  description,  and  date.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
parties  to  whom  transferred.    Ector.    275  pp.  1G  x  12  x  2^,-.    53  vols., 
185G-Jan.l,1932,  Aud.  rec.  rn.;  3  vols.,  Jan.l,  1932 — ,  Aud.  off. 

172.  12rj:.ISA?IC::  OF  TJHITE  AID  C0LCFSD  I.ALSS,  1919-31.  22 
vol  s  . 

Focord  of  white  and  colored  male  persons  ovor  21  years  of  ar,e, 
filed  by  trustee  of  township,  showing  name,  if  white  or  colored, 
a£c,  address,  ward,  precinct,  and  remarks.    Arr.  ol ph.  by  names  of 
parties.    Hdw.    95  pp.  14  x  9  x  3/4. 


Auditor 
Returns' 

173.  RECORD  OF  AFFIDAVITS  OF  MORTGAGE  INDEBTEDNESS,  1399—, 
2  vols. 

Record  of  mortcaro  indebtedness ,  v/ith  sworn  cto.tor.cnt,  chowin£ 
nemo,  dato^n-jmbor  of  cortificato,  doccription  of  land,  acroaco, 
ran~o,  township,  lot,     blocl:,  total  assossmont,  ariount  of 
mort^a^o,  and  exemption,    -"rr. chron.    Hdw,    316  pp.  17  x  10  x  2\ 

174.  MORTGAGE  EXE2TTI0NS,  1914—.    62  vols. 

Record  of  oxonption  of  taxes  or  mort^a^e  indebtedness  on  real 
ostate,  slcroinc  amount  of  indebtedness  and  exemption,  name  of 
corner,  location,  description,  and  valuation.    Arr.  ohron.  hdw. 
and  typed.    350  pp.  14  x  9  x  2.;» 

175.  SOLDIER'S  EXEMPTIONS,  1920—.    17  vols. 

Record  of  soldier's  tax  exemption,  showing  name,  a^e,  address, 
whether  soldier  or  soldier's  vri&ovr,  in  what  war,  description  of 
property,  location,  and  amount  of  exemption.    Arr.  chron.  Hdw. 
75  pp.  9  x  7  x 

Lists 

176.  ASSESSOR'S  BOOKS,  1861—.    343  vols. 

Record  of  assessment  of  real  estate,  showing  name  of  ov.ner, 
description  of  land,    true  cash  valuo,  value  of  improvements, 
value  of  property  and  corporation  stoclc,  and  mortgage  exemption 
Arr.  chron.    hdw.    75  pp.  18  x  11  x  3/4. 


Auditor  K 

177.    APPRAISE.^;?  LIST,  13G4-73.     2  vols. 
Record  of  appraisements  of  real  estate,  showing  name  of  ov.nor, 
description  of  property,  kind  of  improvements,  location,  section, 
tov/n,  rango,  acreage,  value  of  land,  and  impr ovements,  and  total 
value.    Arr.  chron.    lid'.v,     200  pp.  17  x  12  x  2. 

170.    AESESSKcJNT  LISTS,  1909-35.    724  vols. 
Record  of  personal  property  and  intangiblos,  showing  amount  of 
personal  proporty,  value,  owner's  name,  and  date,    ^rr,  alph. 
Hdw«    300  pp.  14  x  9  x  2-J-.    691  vols.,  1909-35,  Aud.  roc.  rau; 
33  vols.,  1911-12,  Aud.  bsmt.  rec.  rm. 

Delinquent  and  Erronoous 

179.    RECORD  OF  DELINQUENT  LANDS  AND  LOTS,  I860-*.    .5  vols. 
Record  of  lands  and  lots  that  have  delinquent  tax  attached  to 
then,  snov;ing  location,  description,  name  of  ov/ner,  value  of 
land,  amount  of  dolinquont  tax,  and  dato.    Arr.  cliron.  Hdw. 
120  pp.  18  x  12  x  1.    4  vols.,  18G0-192S,  Aud.  roc.  rruj  1  vol., 
1920 — ,  Aud.  off. 

100.    BHR0KE0U8  TAX  RECORD,  1874-1935.    G  vols.    Prior  to 
1074,  missing. 

Rocord  of  erroneous  assessments  made  on  taxable  property,  sno7r- 
ing  duplicats^number,  to  whom  deliver od,  date  of  delivery,  amount, 
description  of  orror,  date  of  error,  and  location  of  property. 
Arr.  chron.    lldw.    150  pp.  18  x  12  x  li-.    4  vols.,  1874-1927, 
Aud.  roc.  rm.;  2  vols.,  1927-55,  Aid.  vt. 
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101.  TAX  SALE  RECORD,  1063—.    3  vole. 

Kccord  of  sales  mado  by  treasurer,  of  lands  and  lots  returned 
delinquent,  showing  date,  amount  of  tax,  nome  of  owner,  desoripton 
of  land,  quantity  sold,  amount  paid  by  buyer,  and  namo  of 
purchaser,    Arr.  chron.    **dw.    320  pp.  17  x  15  x  2  3/4.    2  vols., 
1065-1920,  Aud.  rec.  m.;  1  vol.,  1920 — ,  Aud.  off. 
For  deoci  record,  seo  entry  111. 

102.  TAX  SALE  CERTIFICATES,  1925-30.    2  file  boxes. 
Copies  of  tax  salo  certificates  ^iven  by  sheriff  for  property 
sold  for  delinquent  taxes,  showing  name  of  owner,  description  of 
property,  amount  of  sale,  and  date.    Arr.  chron.    Hdvr.    12  x  10 

x  5.    Aud.  vt. 

For  deed  record,  see  entry  111. 

133.    CANCELED  TAX  CERTIFICATES,  1067—.    5  file  boxes. 
Canceled  tax  sale  certificates,  showing  date,  nano  of  owner, 
place  of  sale,  amount,  and  seal.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw,    11  x  12  x 
4  3/4.    3  boxes,  .1067-1922,  Aud.  rec.  m.;  2  boxos,  1923—,  Aud. 
vt. 

1$4.    m.TJTES  OF  TAX  TITLE  DEEDS,  1041-91.    1  vol.  (A), 
hecord  of  deods  made  by  auditor  for  delinquent  lands  and  lots 
sold  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  showing  name  of  person  to  v.-hon 
taxes  v/erc  charged,  date  of  sale,  party  to  whoa  certificate  v:as 
issuod,  description  of  land  or  lot,  name  to  v/hom  deed  is  made, 
and  date  of  doed.    Arr.  alph.  by  nones  of  property  owners.  H&w. 
150  pp.  16  x  11  x  !>>-. 


Auditor  1Q4 
Plot:  L<6oks 


185.  ASSESSOR'S  PLAT  BOOK    1886—.    56  vole, 

» 

Plat  books  by  townships,  giving  none  of  owner,  number  of  plat*  , 
description  of  land,  section,  township,  range,  acreage,  value 
of  land,  of  improvement,  total  value,  and  scale.    Arr.  chron. 
hdw.    100  pp.  15  x  10  x  1, 

School  Funds 
(See  also  entry  124) 

186.  INVENTORY  OF  TRUST  AIH)  SCHOOL  P01IDS,  1906—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  money  loaned  from  trust  and  school  fund,  showing  register 
of  loan,  number  of  loan,  date,  amount  of  each  fund  unpaid,  total 
loan  unpaid,  date  to  which  interost  is  paid,  amount  of  interest 
unpaid,  and  amount  of  funds  represented  by  forfeited  land*- 

Arr.  chron.    Ildw.    200  pp.  17  x  16  x  2.    Aud.  vt. 

187.  REGISTER  OF  SCHOOL  FUHD  L0A1TS,  IS 26-33.    1  vol. 
Rogister  of  loans  from  school  fund,  showing  amount  of  loan,  date, 
names  of  borrower  and  surety.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  mortgagors. 
Kdw.    529  pp.  15  x  11  x  2^-.    Aud.  vt. 

For  subsequent  records,  see  entry  186. 

188.  SCHOOL  FUND  IDRT CAGES,  1910— .    11  file  boxes. 
L^ortgagos  given  from  school  fund,  showing  name  of  mortgagor, 
real  ostato  mox-tgaged  as  security,  description  of  proporty, 
amount  of  loan,  rate  of  interest,  and  date  due.    Arr.  alph.  by 
names  of  mortgagors.    12  x  10  x  5.    Aud.  vt. 


Auditor  10 

1CD#     (S&NEWMi  OF  SCHOOL  FUND  LGAiiJ),  1915-19.    1  filo  box. 
Applications  for  renewals  of  loans  from  school  fund,  Showing 
affidavit  of  appraiser,  name  of  loan,  amount,  amount  due, 
description  of  property,  value,  and  name:   of  applicant..  Arr. 
chron.    Kdv.-.    11  x  10  x  cl.    Add.  off. 

190.  APPLICATION  Ala)  QUIETUS  RECORD,  1915— .    7  vols. 
Rocord  of  applications  to  pay  into  county  treasury,  shov.'ing  date, 
number,  name  of  person  applying,  and  name  of  account.    Arr.  chron 
Hd\7.  and  typed.    150  pp.  14  x,12  x  1.    6  vols,,  1915-24,  Aud.  rec 
muj  1  vol.i  1924—,  Aud.  off. 

,  Official  Bonds  . 
(See  also  entries  26-31 J 

191.  BOND  REGISTER,  1S67— ,    3  vols.  (1-3).    Prior  to  1807, 

* 

missing. 

Accord  of  bonds  sold  by  county,  showing  number  of  bond,  date  of 
sale,  to  whom  sold,  amount  of  bond,  amount  sold  for,  rate  of 
interest,  date  due,  paid  coupon,  and  date  of  redemption.  Arr, 
chron.    Hdw.    120  pp.  IS  x  12  x  1.    Aud.  vt. 

192.  OFFICIAL  BOIHjS,  1912-3-i.    2  file  boxes. 

Bonds  givon  by  county  officials  beforo  taking  office,  shoT.-ing 
name,  dato,  addross,  amount  of  bond,  security,  and  condition  of 
bond.    Arr.  ohron.    Hdw.    12  x  11  x  4  3/4.    1  box,  1912-16,  Aud. 
rec.  rm.;  1  box,  1916-34,  Aud.  vt. 

193.  TRUSTEE 1 S  BGITDS,  I860—.    2  vols. 

Rocord  of  bonds  furnished  by  trustees,  shovung  name,  amount,  date 
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address,  vritnessos,  auditor's  signature,  and  condition  of  bond,. 
Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  trustees,    Hdvr.    280  pp.  16  x  11  x  2, 
Aud.  vt. 

194.  B01IDS  A1ID  APPOIMENTS,  1924—.    3  file  boxes. 

Bonds  given  by  tovmchip,  off iciols  on  their  olcction  or  appointment 
to  office,  shoeing  name  of  person  under  bond,  amount,  date  of 
terrdnation,  suroty,  and  condition  of  bond.    Arr.  chron.  haw. 
12  x  12  x  5.    Aud.  off. 

Liquor  Bonds 

195.  RECORD  OF  RETAILER'S  301IDS,  1890-1919.    4  vols,  (l-4). 
Record  of  bonds  of  persons  selling  liquor  to  retail  trade,  shoe- 
ing bond  number,  amount,  date,  none  of  person  bonded,  and  address. 
Arr.  alph.  by  nones  of  applicants.    Hdw.  and  typed.    252  pp. 

16  x  11  x  1  3/4. 


XI.  ASSESSOR 

The  offico  of  assossor  was  crcatod  by  an  act  of  1891.  (l) 
This  officer  is  elected  for  a  four-yoar  terra,  there  being  no 
prohibition  against  suocossivo  terns.    The  inception  date  of 
this  office  in  Vorraillion  County  is  1891.    Qualifications  aro 
established  by  lav;;    Ho  nust  be  a  continuous  frooholdor  of 
Vorraillion  County  for  not  loss  than  four  years  prior  to  the 
date  of  his  election,  and  ho  must  post  a  fivo  thousand  dollar  bond, 
with  two  or  more  good  freehold  sureties  approved  by  the  auditor, 
who  also  administers  the  oath  of  offico.    His  work  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  state  board  of  tax  comioissicnors,  and  he  may  bo 
roraovod  by  that  board,  after  a  hearing,  for  inoor.peiEncy,  neglect 
of  duty,  or  misconduct  in  office.  (2) 

Tho  dutios  of  tho  assossor  aro :    To  oxamine  carofully  the 
tax  duplicates,  to  instruct  and  adviso  tho  township  assessors, 
to  review  their  ro turns ,  to  ascoss  omitted  roal  and  porsonal 
property,  to  appraise  estates  for  inheritance  taxes,  to  report 
to  tho  stato  board  any  delinquencies  of  township  assossors,  (o) 
to  examine  publio  rocords,  (4)  and  to  set  a  value  upon  intangibles 
for  taxation.  (5)    Be  is  ox-officio  member  and  president  of  the 
Vermillion  County  board  of  review.  (6) 

(1)  Acts  1891,  oh.  99,  sec.  112.      (5)  Acts  1933;  Burns  84-905. 

(2)  Acts  1919;  Bums  64-1101.  (6)  Acts  1919,  1920  spc.  sess.; 

(3)  Acts  1919;  Burns  64-1102.  Burns  64-1201 . 

(4)  Ibid. 

No  records  could  bo  found. 


(107) 


XII.    BOARD  OF  revif;; 


3y  virtue  of  an  act  of  1919,  Vormillion  County  has  a  board 
of  review  for  the  annual  review  of  assessments  and  the  equali- 
zation of  valuation  of  real  and  personal  property.    Tho  board  is 
composod  of  tho  assessor,  treasurer,  and  auditor,  ex  offioio, 
and  two  frooholdors  of  opposite  political  parties,  appointed 
annually  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court.    The  assessor  is 
president  and  tho  auditor  is  sccrotary  of  the  board,  (l) 

From  1381  to  1891  the  duties  of  reviewing  and  equalizing 
tax  assessments  were  performed  by  a  county  board  of  equaliza- 
tion consisting  of  tho  county  commissioners  and  four  freeholders 
appointed  by  tho  circuit  judge.  (2)    The  lav;  of  1891  suporseded 
this  act  and  created  tho  board  of  review,  composod  of  the 
troasuror,  assessor,  and  auditor,  (o)    The  act  of  1919  re- 
established the  board,  adding  the  two  freeholder  appointments  to  its 
membership.  (4)    The  inception  dato  of  this  board  in  Vermillion 
County  is  1881. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  board  to  make  changes  in  the  valuation 
of  proporty  in  the  township  or  any  taxing  unit  within  the  town- 
ship, and  to  determine  the  amount  to  be  added  or  deducted  in  order 
to  make  an  equitable  equalization  of  taxes  throughout  the  county. 
It  also  may  redetermine  the  valuation  of  any  particular  tract  or 
lot  upon  complaint  of  the  owner.    If  tho  board  shall  find  the 
aggregate  assessment  too  high,  too  lor;,  or  unequal,  it  may  set 
aside  the  assessment  of  the  whole  county,  or  of  any  township 
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taxing  unit  therein,  and  ordor  a  new  assessment.  (5) 

The  board  also  noire  a  a  general  review  of  assccsrjent  lists 
to  discover  omitted  proporty  and  to  correct  errors  in  the 
lists.    It  assesses  the  capital  stocl:  of  corporations  in  the 
county,  except  those  assessed  by  the  state  board  of  tax  comniss- 
ionors,  such  as  railroad,  tolophono,and  telegraph  companies •  (6) 

All  the  records'  are  located  in  the  auditor's  office,  in 
the  courthouse, 

(1)  Acts  1919;  Bums  64-1201,  (4)  Acts  1919;  Euras,  ibid. 
64-1206.  (5)  Ibid. 

(2)  Acts  1381,  ch.  96,  sec.  129.     (6)  Ibid. 

(3)  Acts  189',  ch.  99.  sec.  114. 

196.  RECORD  (BOARD  OF  REVIEW),  1891—.    2  vols. 
Minutes  of  board  of  financo,  showing  names  of  board  mombors, 
naturo  of  businoss  transacted,  porsonal  proporty  rcviow,  and 
approval  of  bonds  and  depositories.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    250  pp. 
16  x  11  x  3.    Aud.  vt. 

197.  BOARD  OF  RBVIEW  PAPERS,  1921-25.    3  filo  boxos. 
Statements  of  banks,  lists  of  stock  holders,  and  valuation  of 
stock,  showing  affidavit  for  reduction  in  tax,  assessment  list, 
and  personal  property  schedule..  Arr.  chron.    10  x  4  x  11« 
Aud.  off. 


XIII.    BOARD  OF  TAX  ADJUSTJ.'-SIIT 


Tho  board  of  tax  adjustment  of  Vermillion  County  v/as 
established  by  an  act  of  legislature  in  1933  and  consisted  of 
seven  mombers.  (1) 

By  an  act  of  1937  the  membership  of  tho  board  v/as  changed. 
Ono  is  a  mombor  of  tho  bounty  council,  chosen  by  tho  council, 
one  member  is  the  mayor  of  tho  largest  city  in  the  county  or 
any  public  official  of  the  county  appointod  by  the  said  mayor 
of  the  largest  city  of  the  county,  one  member  of  the  county 
board  of  education  selected  by  such  board,  and  four  freeholders 
of  the  county  appointed  by  tho  judge  of  the  circuit  court. 
Not  more  than  four  mombors  of  such  adjustment  board  can  bo  members 
of  the  same  political  party.    The  board  is.  empovrored  to  servo 
for  ono  year.  (2) 

It  is  tho  duty  of  tho  board  to  oxamino,aad  if  it  doems 
necessary,  roviso,  chango,  or  reduce,  but  not  incroase,  any  tax 
levy  and  any  corresponding  items  of  tho  budget  on  which  the  tax 
lovies  are  based,  and  apportion  tho  total  of  all  of  tho  levios  so 
that  tho  total  lovy  on  property  within  any  municipal  corporation 
for  v/hich  tho  property  thoroin  is  taxable,  shall  not  exceed  the 
total  rate  as  providod  by  lav;.  (3) 

All  tho  records  are  located  in  tho  courthouse. 

(1)  Acts  1933;  Burns  64-304,  (3)  Acts  1933;  Bums  64-304, 

(2)  Acts  1937,  ch.  119,  sec.  4, 
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190.    BOARD  OF  TAX  ADJUSTMENT  MINUTE  BOOK,  1933—.    Sano  as 
vols,  in  entry  21. 
Llinutos  of  mooting,  shov/ing  action  toi:on  on  petition  in  tax 
adjustmont .    Arr.  chron.    Hdvr.    450  pp.  18  x  12  x 


XIV.  BOAi;D  OP  PIKAiJCE 

"y  virtue  of  an  act  of  1007,  the  board  of  county  corj dec i oners 
of  Vermilion  County  constitutes  the  board  of  finance.     The  auditor 
sorves  as  secretary*     It  nay  sue  and  be  sued  in  its  ov.-n  name  whenever 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  purpose  intended  by  its  creation.  (1) 
The  inception  date  pf  this  board  in  Vermillion  County  is  1007. 

The  board  of  finance  has  charge  of  and  controls  the  funds  of 
Vermillion  °ounty.  (2)     Its  functions  arc  zo  select  the  banks  to 
serve  as  depositories  for  county  funds  and  to  apportion  the  funds 
among  such  depositories.     In  lieu  of  depositing  county  funds  in 
banks,  tho  board  nay  purchase  United  mates  Government  bonds  or 
other  intcr'-st-oearing  obligations  of  the  United  S-^o-tes  Government 
or  its  instrumentalities*  (3)    The  board  receives  monthly  statements 
of  county  funds  on  deposit  fron  the  banks t  (4)  and  may,  as  it  sees 
fit,  revoke  the  commission  of  any  depository.  (5) 

Tho  general  assenbly  of  1955  repealed  the  act  establishing 
this  board,  and  in  tho  same  session  in  the  Bepository  Act  of  1S35, 
reestablished  tho  board  of  finance  practically  unaltered.  Tho 
board  has  supervision  of  all  public  funds  of  the  county,  and  the 
safekeeping  and  depos_t  thereof.  (6) 

All  the  records  arc  located  in  the  courthouse. 

(1)  Acts  1007;  Burns  61-606.  (4)  Acts  1907,  1051;  Burns  61-616. 

(0)  Acts  1007;  Burns  61-606.  (5)  Acts  3  007;  Burns  61-615. 

(5)  Acts  1007,  1052  spc.  scss.;  (6)  Acts  1055;  Burns,  1956  suppl., 
Eurns  61-610.  61-623. 
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109.    BOARD  OF  FIK&NCE  MINUTE  2001'.,  1S07-- .    1  vol. 
Minutes  of  meetings  concerning  depositories,  shov.-ing  date  of  ncet- 
ings,  names  of  depositories,  bonds,  amount  of  interest,  sureties, 
and  affidavits,    Arr.  chron.    IIdw«    600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3.    Aud.  off. 

200.    PUELIC  PifcFSftSj  1S24-20.    1  file  box. 

2onds  posted  by  banl:  depositories  of  public  funds,  snowing  monthly 
statement  and  condition  of  bank's  finances.    Arr.  chron.    1C  x  4  x  11. 
Aud.  rec.  m. 


XV.  TREASURER 

The  treasurer  is  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a 
term  of  two  years*    No  person  is  eligible  to  serve  more  than 
four  years  in  any  poriod  of  six  years,  (l)    He  is  required  to 
execute  his  official  bond,  in  tho  penalty  of  not  less  than  the 
amount  of  money  v.-hich  may  come  into  his  hands  at  any  time  during 
his  term.  (2)    Prior  to  the  Constitution  of  1851  the  office  of 
treasurer  was  in  existence  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  1317.  (3) 
The  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Vermillion  County  is  1624, 
the  organization  date  of  tho  county. 

The  treasurer  receivos  all  moneys  coming  to  Vermillion  County 
and  deposits  the  same  on  tho  proper  orders  issued  and  attested  by 
the  auditor.  (4)    He  keeps  fee  books  and  cash  books.  (5)    He  makes 
quarterly  reports  to  tho  commissioners;  (6)  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  office,  he  givos  a  sworn  statement  to  the  auditor,  show- 
ing specifically  the  amount  of  fees  colleoted,  (7)  and  deposits 
with  the  auditor  all  orders  redeemed.  (8)    He  makes  a  monthly  state- 
ment to  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  (9)  and  collects  all  taxes.  (10) 

The  laws  of  the  state  also  place  certain  ex-officio  duties 
upon  the  treasurer.    He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  review,  (11) 
and  has  custody  of  county  funds,  although  the  depositories  are 
chosen  by  the  board  of  finance. 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  courthouse. 
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(1)  Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  2. 

(2)  1  Rev.  Stat.  1852;  Acts 
1865,  1919;  3urns  49-3101. 

(3)  Acts  1817,  ch.  17,  see.  1. 

(4)  1  ?.ev.  Stat.  1852;  Rums 
49-5103. 

(5)  Acts  1895;  Bums  49-1401. 

(6)  Acts  1895,  1913;  Burns 
49-1403. 

(7)  Acts  1895,  1903,  1913;  Bums 
49-1402. 


(3)  l.Rcv.  Stat'i  1852;  Butns 

49-3114. 
(9)  Acts  1859,  1861;  Burns 

49-1815. 

(10)  Acts  1919;  Bums  64-1502. 

(11)  Acts  191S,  1920  spc.  soss.; 
Burns  64-1201. 

(12)  Acts  1907,  1932  spc.  sess.; 
Bums  61-610. 


Tax  Collections 

201.  TAX •  DUPLI CATE  AIID  DELIHQ*  E11TS ,  1842 — •    242  vols. 
Record  of  tax  duplicates  and  delinquent  taxes,  showing  nane  of 
ov/ner,  description  and  value  of  land,  improvement  value,  second 
installment,  delinquent  list,  and  final  list  of  delinquents.  Arr. 
alph.  by  names  of  property  owners.    Hftw.    150  pp.  17  r.  15  x  13# 
101  vols.,  1842 — ,  Aud.  bsmt.  rec.  rm. ;  77  vols.,  1663-1920,  bsmt. 
rec.  rm.;  64  vols.,  1921 — ,  Tr.  rec.  rm. 

202.  IRSOL.ERT  RECORD,  1688—.    4  vols. 

Record  of  taxes  reduced  from  the  duplicate,  shovdn^  name,  duplicate 
number,  reason,  amount  of  assessment,  and  amount  of  penalty  dropped. 
Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    460  pp.  16  x  12  x  2£.    Aud.  vt. 

203.  TORE  SHEETS,  1929—.     13  vols. 

Record  of  delinquent  taxes  under  moratorium  plan,  shov/inr.  name  of 
taxpayer,  duplicate  number,  date,  amount  delinquent,  annual  penalty, 
and  total  delinquency.    Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  ta:roayers.  Bdv.-. 
9  x  11  x  2>>-.    Tr.  rec.  rm. 
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204.  INHERITANCE  OR  TRANSFER  TAX,  1914— •    2  vols. 
Record  of  payment  of  inheritance  tax,  showing  receipt  number, 
cause  number,  date,  names  of  estate  and  administrator,  arount 
of  tax,  amount  delinquent,  amount  duo  the  state,  and  treasurer's 
signature.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    430  pp.  9  x  23  x  3.    Tr.  rec.  nr.. 

205.  REGISTER  OF  TAXES  COLLECTED  AND  CASH  BOOK  OF  TAXES 
COLLECTED,  1910—.  12  vols.  (1-6,  and  6  vols,  not 
numbered).    1921-23,  missing. 

Record  of  taxes  collected,  showing  date,  duplicate  number,  total 
distribution  of  taxes,  current  tax,  delinquent  tax,  insolvent  tax, 
special  assessment,  and  advertising  surplus  tax.    Arr.  alph.  by 
names  of  towns  and  townships.    Hdw.     600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3g.     6  vols., 
1910-21,  bsmt.  rec.  rm.j  4  vols.,  1925-29,  Tr.  rec.  rm.;  2  vols., 
1929  —  ,  Tr.  vt. 

206.  PARTIAL  PAYMENT  OF  TAX  RECEIPTS,  1919—.    29  vols. 
Record  of  partial  payment  of  taxes,  showing  name  of  taxpayer,  amount, 
description,  location,  and  value  of  real  estate,  receipt  number,  and 
date  paid.    Hdw.    200  pp.  8  x  13  x  1^-.    9  vols.,  1919-31,  bsmt.  rec. 
rm.;  8  vols.,  1928-33,  Tr.  public  off.;  7  vols.,  1921-26;  5  vols., 
1933 — ,  Tr.  rec.  rm. 

207.  TAX  RECEIPTS,  1906—.     707  vols. 

Record  of  duplicate  tax  receipts,  showing  date,  name  of  taxpayer, 
duplicate  number,  location  and  description  of  property,  mortgage 
exemption,  net  value,  personal  property,  poll,  current  and  delinquent 
taxes,  and  date  paid.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    200  pp.  17  x  11  x  Lg-. 
403  vols.,  1906-50,  bsmt.  rec.  rm. ;  304  vols.,  1926—,  Tr.  rec.  rm. 
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208.  ezli:;qite::t  tax  receipts,  isie-33.   zi  vols. 

Record  of  delinquent  taxes,  showing  date,  name  of  payer,  total  tax, 
penalty,  costs,  city,  description  of  land  section,  tov/nship,  range, 
and  value  of  real  and  porsonal  property.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
taxpayers.    Hdv.r.     100  pp.  0  x  14  x  1.     22  vols.,  1918-26,  Tr.  rcc. 
rm.;  7  vols.,  1020-31,  bsmt.  rec.  rm*j  8  vols.,  1026-33,  Tr.  off. 
For  prior  and  pubsoqucnt  rocords,  soo  entry  207. 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 

209.  DAILY  EALAECE  OF  CASH  AL'D  DEPOSITORIES,  1907—.    10  vols. 
Title  varies:     Balnace  Book. 

Record  of  daily  balances  and  cash  deposits,  shovrlng  taxes  by  tov/n- 
ship and  municipality;  receipts:     current,  delinquent,  insolvent; 
auditor's  assessments,  special  assessments,  state,  county,  city 
assessments,  total;  nar.es  of  depositories;  and  balance  on  previous 
day  and  at  close  of  day.    Arr.  chron.    Hdvr«     325  pp.  IS  x  12  x  3. 
3  vols.,  1007-20,  bsnt.  rec.  rm. ;  5  vols.,  1920-29,  Tr.  rec.  rm.; 
2  vols.,  1030—,  Tr.  off. 

210.  :'o::trxy  fiitai:cial  state?'f,:-t,  1912—.   6  vols.   1  vol., 

1920,  missing.    Title  varies:     Monthly  Balances. 
Record  of  monthly  receipts,  disbursements,  and  balances,  shov/ing 
amount  received,  amount  disbursed,  from  "what  fund  taken,  names  of' 
payer  and  payee,  purpose,  and  balance.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    50  pp. 
18  x  15  x  3/4.    2  vols.,  1912-19,  bsmt.  rec.  rm.;  1  vol.,  1921-29, 
Tr.  rec.  rm.;  3  vols.,  1020 — ,  Tr.  vt. 
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211.  RECORD  OF  DEPOSITORY  3ATANCE,  1913-24.    5  vols.  1919-20, 
missinr. 

Record  of  balances  of  county  funds  in  depositories,  showing  date 
reported,  warrant  number  and  date,  deposit  anount,  a~i.our.ts of  vrarrant, 
appropriation,  and  balance,    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.     200  pp.  17  x  12  x  1>3-. 
1  vol.,  1913-15,  bsmt.  rec.  rm. ;  4  vols.,  1915-24,  Tr.  rec.  rm. 
For  subsequent 'records,  see  entry  209. 

212.  REGISTER  OF  RECEIPTS  OTHER  THAN  TAX  PAYMENTS,  1904-24. 
7  vols.  (1-3,  and  4  vols,  not  numbered ). 

Record  of  receipts  other  than  tax  payments,  shov/inr.  date,  amount  to 
pay  to  clear  quietus,  name  of  payer,  for  which  fund,  amount,  county 
revenue,  miscellaneous  account,  and  remarks.    Arr.  by  receipt  nos. 
Haw.    190  pp.  16  x  12  x  2w.    Aud.  rec.  ra. 

213.  TREASURER'S  CASH  BOOK  OF  ALL  RECEIPTS,  1911-24.    1  vol. 
Record  of  cash  receipts,  showing  date,  receipt  number,  name  of  payor, 
for  v/hat  fund,  and  amount  received.    Arr.  chron.    Kdw.    200  pp. 

15  x  10  x  sj«    Tr.  rec.  rm.  ■ 

For  subsequent  fooords |  seg  entry  209. 

214.  COUNTY  TREASURER'S  LEDGER  OF  RECEIPTS  A!!D  DISBURSEMENTS , 
1911  —  .    8  vols.  (1-5,  and  3  vols,  not  numbered).    1922-2  6 
missing*    Title  varies;     County  Treasurer's  Appropristion 
and  Disbursement. 

Record  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  showing  disbursement,  receipt, 
overdraft,  balance,  receipt  number,  source,  and  date.    Arr.  chron. 
Hdw.    160  pp.  16  x  14  x  2.     5  vols.,  1911-22,  bsmt.  rec.  rnu;  1  vol,, 
1926-28,  Tr.  rec.  rm.;  2  vol.,  1928—,  Tr.  vt. 
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215.    REGISTER  OF  WARRANTS  BY  DEPOSITORY,  1911  —  .    11  vols. 
(1-3,  and  G  vole,  not  nunbered).    Title  varies;  Cash 
Book  of  Disbursements  on  Auditor's  V.arrants* 
Record  of  warrants  issued  by  depositories,  showing  date,  warrant 
number,  from  which  fund,  amount  of  warrant,  date  redeemed,  ledger 
pa^e,  and  name  of  depository.    Arr.  chron.    Hdw.    102  pp.  17  x  15  x  ig> 
3  vols.,  1911-22,  bsmt.  rec.  nn. ;  3  vols.,  1923-30,  Tr.  rec.  ra.; 
5  vols.,  1930—,  Tr.  vt. 


XVI.    33QAHD  OF  EDUCATION 

The  educational  system,  of  Indiana  had  its  bejimiin^  tack  in 
1818,  and  since  then  it  has  undergone  soveral  changes. 

The  legislature  in  1818  provided  for  tho  appointment  "by  the 
county-  commissioners  of  o.  superintendent  of  schools  for  oach 
concessional  township*  (l) 

By  legislative 'enactment  in  1824  the  school  system  was  admin- 
istered by  threo  township  school  trustees,  who  wore  elective.  (2) 

The  school  administrative  system  v;as  changed  by  the  legislature 
in  1833,    3y  this  new  act  the  election  of  a  school  commissioner 
was  proscribed.  (3) 

In  1852  the  le£islaturc  provided  that  the  township  trustees 
should  servo  as  a  board  of  school  trustees  in  each  civil 
township*  (4) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  18GS  three  school  trustees  were 
elected  by  the  common  council  of  each  incorporated  city  and  the 
board  of  trustees  of  each  incorporated  town  to  administer  the 
cchoul  syfctoiri  in  conjunct! &n  74  th  tho  toy/nahip  trustees,  of  gaci^ 
civil  township*  (5) 

By  an  act  of  1873  the  county  board  of  education  was  created. 
The  board  was  comprised  of  the  county  superintendent  of  'schools, 
the  township  trustees  of  the  county,  and  tho  school  trustees  of 
each  city  and  town  of  the  county.  (G) 

The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  Vermillion  County  is  1873* 

(120) 
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By  legislative  enactment  in  1877  tho  membership  of  the  board 
was  chanced  to  oonsist  of  tho  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
tho  tov.nship  trustcos,  and  tho  chairman  of  school    trustees  of 

each  city  and  tovm.  (7) 

?he  duties  of  tho  board  arc  to  tcl:c  core  of  the  general 
noeds  of  tho  schools,  naintonanco  of  school  property,  and 
purchase  of  furnituro,  books,  maps,  charts,  and  othor  supplies,  (s) 
Its  powers  also  include  appointment  of  a  county  attendance  officer 
upon  nomination  of  the  county  superintendent,  (9)    The  board 
nay  purchase  text  books  from  publishers  end  sell  them  to  pupils 
at  cost,  (lo) 

All  the  records  are  located  in  the  superintendent  of  schools 
office  in  the  courthouse* 


1)  Acts  1018,  ch.  49,  soo.  1. 

2)  Acts  1824,  ch.  97, 
sees.  1,  2. 

(3)  Acts  1833,  ch.  70,  sec  3. 

(4)  1  Hov.  Stat.  1852,  ch.  98, 

SQGSt  4,  Q« 

(5)  Acts  1865,  ch.  1, 
sees.  4,  5« 


C)  Acts  1875,  ch.  25,  sec.  8. 
7)  Acts  1873,  1877;  Burns 
28-801. 

(8)  Ibid. 

(9)  Acts  1921,  1932  spc.  sess.; 
Burns  28-501. 

(16)  Aota  1921;  Burna  26-613. 


216.    RECCrJD  BOOK    1925—.    1  vox. 
» 

lanutos  of  meetings  of  the  board  of  education,  shoiving  business 
transacted,  reports,  members  present,  and  adjournment,  Arr. 
chron.    Hdw.    150  pp.  10  x  8  x  -g-. 


XVII.  OP  SCHOOLS 

In  1865  the  legislature  provided  for  a  school  oxamincr  to  be 
appointed  by  tho  county  commissioners,  (l) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1373,  tho  act  of  18G5  was  amended, 
and  the  school  examiner's  title  was  changed  to  "county  superintend- 
ent of  schools",    ho  v/as  appointed    ,/  tho  township  trustees  to 

servo  for  a  torm  of  tv/o  years ,  (2) 

In  1890  the  legislature  extended  the  tern  of  office  of  tho 
superintendent  of  schools  to  four  years,  and  also  provided  that 
he  be  elected  by  the  township1  trustees,    ?he  act  also  required  that 
he  post  bond  with  the  auditor  to  insure  faithful  performance  of 
his  duties  as  prescribed  by  law.  (3)    The  inception  date  of  this 
office  in  Vermillion  County  is. 1873, 

The  superintendent  excrcisos  general  supervision  of  the 
schools  of  Vornillion  County.    lie  visits  each  township  institute 
once  each  school  yoar  and  conducts  toachors'  county  institutes* 
lie  carries  out  tho  ordors  of  tho  state  board  of  education  and  the 
state  superintendent  of  public  instruction.  (4)    Ho  Is  required  to 
make 'a    report  as  to  teacher's  preparation,  experience,  and 
license  before  being  nirod  by  tho  school  trustees,  (5)  Ho 
nalcos  out  the  basis  of  apportionment  of  school  revenuos  from  the 
onuncration  of  pupils,  (o)    Hq  receives  statements  for  school 
aid  relief  from  school  and  township  trustees.  (7)    ho  is 
ex-officio  member  and  president  of  tho  board  of  education.  (8) 


(122) 


Superintendent  of  Oohoola 

All  tho  records  aro  located  in.  the  superintendent  of 
schools  office  ir.  the  courtnouso. 


1)  Acts  1865,  ch.  1,  nee.  35, 

2)  Acts  1373,  ch.  25,  sec,  2, 

(3)  Acts  1CG9,  1011,  1013;  Eurns 
28-702. 

(4)  Acts  1G90;  Burns  28-704. 


(5)  Acts  1927,  1933;  Burns 

2C~".c30G  • 

(6 J  Acts  1CG5;  Bums  28-71F. 

(7)  Acts  1935;  Burns  20-903, 

(3)  Acts  1373,  1077;  Burns 

23-301. 


Activities  and  Reports 

217,    Knj:.32vATI0:i  RECORD,  1923-31.    10  file  boxes. 
Enumeration  of  persons  fron  6  to  21  years  of  age,  sho*.ving  name 
of  parent,  address,  nane,  and  age  of  child,  color,  tov/nship, 
employed  or  in  school,  signatures,  of  enumerator    and  parents. 
Arr.  alph.  by  nar.es  of  to-.vnships.    17  x  6  x  5. 

210.    TEACIIin'S  O/JALIFICATIOHS,  1923—.    1  file  drawer. 
Teacher 1  s  qualifications,  showing  name  of  teacher,  address, 
training,  schools  attended,  location  of  school,  dates  of  attendance 
and  graduation,  degree,  semester,  hours  of  academic  and  prof essiono.l 
training,    kind  of  lieenau,  grades,  and  suoaefli  grades  for 
each  year.    Arr.  chron.    17  x  3  x  5g* 

219.    PERliMJENT  RECORD  CF  GRADE  AUD"  HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENTS, 
1925—,    15  filo  boxes. 
Fccord  of  elementary  and  high  school  students,  showing  name,  date, 
birthplace,  nationality,  sex,  parent  or  guardian,  parent's 

occupation,  address,,  final  school  and  grade.    Arr.  alph.  by  names 
of  townships*    5  x  3  x  17. 


Superintendent  of  fcohoolu 

220.    ElIROLhMHNT  0V  CHILDREN,  193G— *    5  file  boxeo. 
Children's  enrollment,  showing  name  of  child,  dato  of  birth, 

school  attendod,  none  of  teacher,  r.ar.es  of  parents,  address, 

and  occupation*    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  children,    18  x  10  x  4 

Attendance  Officer's  off,,  222  S,4th  St.,  Clinton,  Ind. 


ft  is  the  euty  cJ  \u*  Qiiiccr  i*  enfojroe  the 

lav;s;  to  record  and  report  vital  statistics  such  as  births, 


XVIII.    HEALTH  OFFICER 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1831,  a  county  board  of  hcaltn 
was  establisiicd  and  was  required  to  elect  a  secretary  v/no  acted  as 
the  health  officer  for  each  tov.n  and  city,  and  tho  county,  (l) 

In  1S91  tno  legislature  anondod  tho  act  of  1031  and  enlarged 
tho  duties  of  tho  health  officer,  Who  acted  through  the  board  of 
health.  (2) 

Tho  health  corniscioner  Was  provided  for  by  an  act  of  tho 
legislature  in  1909,  and  in  the  sane  act  a  repeal  clause  repealed 
the  act  creating  the  count-/  board  of  health*    ?he  health  coi^nis- 
sioner  is  elected  by  tho  county  co:-:J.scioners  to  servo  for  a 
four-year  term*  (3)    Tho  hoalth  cormissionor  must  be  licensed 
physician.  (O  The  inception  date  of  the  records  of  this  office 
in  Vermillion  County  is  1831. 

By  an  act  of  1935  the  title  of  county  health  connissioncr  was 
changed  to  county  health  officer,  who  is  appointed  by  tne  county 
coircnissioner  with  tho  approval  of  tho  state  board  of  health,  to 
sorve  four  years.    The  county  hcaltn  officer  nust  be  legally 
qualifiod  to  practice  nedicino,  suitably  trained  in  sanitary  science, 
and  his  oualifi cations  must  be  satisfactory  to  the  state  board  of 
healthy  lie  is  required  to  enforce  the  health  laws  of  the  state 
and  enforce  all  tho  rules  of  the  state  board  cf  healtn.  (5) 

It  is  tho  duty  of  the  health  officer  to  enforce  the  healtn 
laws;  to  record  and  report  vital  statistics.*  such  as  birtns, 


(125) 


Uellih  Officer      -  J2C 

deaths,  arid  marriages;  'to  sanitary  inspections  of  all  public 

and  privato  buildings  in  record  to  sources  of  diseaso;to  establish 
quarantine  and  tale  all  reasonablo  means  to  protect  tho  public 
health;  to  close  schools  and  churches;  and  to  prohibit  public 
assemblies  to  prevent  epidemics.  (6) 


(1)  1601  Rev,  Stat. 'sec.  4995. 

(2)  Acts  1391,  ch.  15,  sec.  8. 

(3)  Acts  I89I,  1909;  Burns 
35-103.' 

(4)  Acts  1891,  1909;  Burns 
35-110. 


(5)  Acts  1935;  Burns,  1936 

(6)  loll  I§9?,  I90§j  Burns 
35-111. 


22 J.    RECORD  C?  BIRTHS,  1933--.     2  vols. 
Record  of  births,  showing  name,  oo:c,  color,  date,  place,  mother's 
maiden  name,  age,  residence,  birt.v_:l aco,  father 1  s  name,  occupation, 
party  reporting,  and  date  of  roturn.    Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
children.    Hdw.    256  pp.  16  x  10  x  2.    1  vol.,  1933—,  Dr.  iter's 
off.,  rain  St.    Dana,  Ir.d.,  C.C.,  1  vol.,  1885-1S04,  Clk.  rec.  rn. 

For  prior  record,  soo  entry  225. 

222.    RECORD  OF  CARRIAGES,  1697—.    5  vols.    Dtfi.  19lO-l«ay 
1917;  July  1920-l^arch  1925^  missing. 
Record  of  marriages,  shovring  names  of  bride    and  groom,  age,  color, 
occupation,  birthplace,  residenco,  names  of  parents,  place  and  date 
of  marriage,  and  name  of  minister.     I."'dexcd  alph.  by  names  of 
brides  and  grooms.    Hdw.    244  pp.  16  ::  10  x  2-y-.    1  vol.,  1925—, 
Dr.  Beyer's  off.,  Uain  St*,  Dana,  Ind.j  C.C#,  2  vols.,  190-1-10, 
1917-20,  Clk.  rec.  rm. 

For  prior  records,  seen  entry  225;  for  other  records,  see  32-54. 


Health  QCtioox1  \**, 

223.  RECORD  OF  OQNSAGIOUfl  DISEASES,  1903—,    2  vole.  1902-3, 
1907-17,  miscinr. 

^ocord  of  conta^iouc  Useasos,  showing  kind  of  case,  name  of 
family,  residence,  name  of  patient,  a^e,  sox,  color,  birtnplaco, 
family  statue,  reporter's  name,  and  dato  of  roturn.    Arr.  chron, 
HdW,    236  p?#  16  :c  10  x  2,    1  vol.,  1917—,  Dr.  layer's  off,, 
taaltt  St.,  Dana,  Ind.j  C.  C.,1  vol.,  1903-7,  Clk,  roc.  rau 

224.  RBGORD  OF  DEATHS,  1899—.    3  vols.    1907-  25,  missing, 
Accord  of  deaths,  shovrin^;  name  of  doceased,  date  and  causo  of 
death,  duration  of  illness,  sex,  color,  residence,  marital  status, 
occupation,  place  of  birth,  death, 'and  burial,  nar.es  of  parents, 
undertaker,  and  phyisicians.    Arr.  alpha  by  names  of  deceased. 
Hdw.    238  pp.  16  x  10  x  2.    1  vol.,  1925—,  Dr.  Oyer's  off., 
l^Lin  St.,  Dana,  Ind.  *  C,C.,  21  vols.,  1899-1907,  CI!:,  rcc.  rm. 

225.  RECORD  C?  B$MHS,  DEATHS,  CARRIAGES,  AHS  DANGEROUS 

DISEASES,    1835-190-1,    1  vol. 

Record  of  statistical  information  concerning  births,  deaths, 
marriages,  and  diseases,  showing  name  of  party,  date,  official's 

name,  cause,  and  parental  information,    Arr.  chron.    236  pp, 
16  x  10  x  2,    Clk.  rcc.  m. 

For  subsequent  records,  soe  entries  221-22-1. 

226.  T(U)B(ERCULOSIS)  TESTHTG  CATTLE,  1930.    1  vol. 
Record  of  cattle  tooted  for  tuberculosis,  showing  by  whom 
treated,  date,  owner*  s  name,  address,  number  of  cattle,  reaction, 
tag  numb or,  test,  grado,  cattle  reaction,  and  name    of  tovmchip,  . 
Arr.  alph.  by  townships,    Hictw,    72  pp.  12  x  8  x  lv,    Aud,  rec.  rm. 


XIX.    BOARD  OF  FJRLIC  VuJLFAliE 
(3co  also  entry  14) 

'■^ho  board  of  public  wclfaro  of  Vermillion  County,  croatod  in 
IfloG"  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  consists  of  five  porsono 
havin~  a  recognised  interest  in  and  knowledge  of  the  problems  of 
public  welfare*    Xhe  board  mombers  are  appointed  by  the  judge 
of  tho  circuit  court>  at  least  two  members  must  be  women  and  not 
more  than  three  -.embers  may  be  adherents  of  any  one  political 
party*  (l) 

Subject  to  tho  rules  and  regulations  of  the  state  department 
of  public  welfare,  the  board  is  charged  with  tho  administration 
of  assistance  to  dependent  children  in  their  ovm  homos,  old  a^e 
assistance,  services  and  assistance  to  persons  othcrwiso  handi- 
capped, tho  care  and  treatment  of  dependent,  noglectcd,  and 
handicapped  children,  children  in  danger  of  becoming  delinquent, 
and  such  other  wclfaro  activities  as  may  bo  dolcgated  to  it  by 
tho  state  department  of  public  wolf are,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  including  servicos  connected  with  assistance  to  tho 
blind,  (3) 

The  director,  wno  is  auoointed  by  the  board  of  oublic 
welfare  of  Vermillion  County  under  tho  supervision  of  the 
oircuit  court,  performs  tho  functions  of  probation  officor  and 
agent  cf  tho  court,  (s)- 

All  jurisdiction  vested  in  county  boards  pertaining  to 
welfare  work  vj-as  transforred  to  the  board  of  public  welfare 
upon  its  organization  in  1936.  (4) 


(123) 


Board  of  Public  Welfare  X29 


All  tho  rcoords  are  located  in  the  welfare  office  in  the 
a 

courthouse. 


(1)  Acts  1936  spo.  gcgg. ;  Burns  (3)  Acts  1936  spc.  gcgg . ;  Bums, 
1956  suppl.,  52-1118,  105G  suppl.,  52-1110,  52-1120. 

(2)  Acts  195G  spc.  soss.;  Burns^  (l)  Acts  1936  spc.  gcgg. ;  Burns, 
1936  suppl.',  52-11 20.  1936  suppl.,  52-1-103. 


227.    REGISTER  'OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR  ASSISTANCE,  1930—.  1  vol. 
Rocord  of  applications  for  assistance,  showing  line  number,  dato 
filed,  application  number,  naafi,  za:  ,  address  of  ward,  date  report 
completed,  date  granted,  amount  of  award,  month  effective,  and 
award  certificate  number.    Indexed  8.1  ph.  by  names  of  words,  h'dw. 
35  pp.  9  x  13  x  v,-.    TT£r«  off. 

220.  reco:.:.ei:datioks  of  coxam  welfare  director,  1936—.  1 

vol. 

Record  of  rocomnondation^and  actions  regarding  rejections,  awards, 
and  revocations,  showing  application  numbor,  namo  of  applicant, 
recommendation  of  director,  action  of  board,  and  certificate 
number.    Arr.  c}iron.    ■'•yped.    80  pp.  13  x  11  x  1.    V*'fr.  off. 

229.  RECORD  OF  ASSISTANCE  GIVEi;  AGED,  1936—.    1  vol. 
Record  of  assistance  given  aged  porsons,  showing  name  and  address 
of  applicant,  application  number,  amount  certified  by  auditor, 
award  rovoked  or  cancclod,  and  dato  offoctive.    Indexed  alph.  by 
names  of  applicants.    Hdw.    525  pp.  8  x  14  x  2.    Vffr.  £ff. 

230.  OLD  AGE  EE1ISI0N,  1935—.    3  file  drawers. 

Record  of  activo,  inactivo,  and  pending  old  ago  assistance,  showing 


Hoard  of  Public  Wolf ore 


application,  record  of  applicant,  victor's  report  on  applicant, 
history  of  applicant,  and  history  of  case,  and  cac©  number » 
Arr.  by  case  numbers.    2G  v.  11  ~.  12.    T.'fr.  off. 

231.  DEPEEDEIIT  CEILDRSU,  1936--.    57  folders.  (1-57). 
Ivccord  of  assistance  granted  dependent  children,  active  and 
inactivo,  showing  application,  family  record,  verification  by 
visitor,  names  of  parents  or  .ruardian,  certificate  of  birth, 
number  of  dependents,  amount  of  assistance  allowed,  and  case 
number*    Arr.  by  case  nos.    2G  :c    11  x  12.    V.'fr.  off. 

232.  CLAIM  BOOK,  Apr-Dco.,  193G.    1  vol. 

I 

P.ocistcr  of  claims  filed,  approved,  and  warrants  Issuod,  showing 
cloin;  number,  dato,  na^o  of  appropriation  chargeable,  amount  and 
warrant  issued  by  auditor.    Arr «  chron.    ,J-ypeG.    30  pp.  11  x  13 


XX.  SURVF/OR 


'^hc  surveyor  ic  a  constitutional  officer,  elected  for  a  tern 
of  t-.vo  years  Without  restriction  on  reelection,  (l)    i-e  rust 
£ivo      "bond  in  a  sun  fixed  "by  the  board  of  county  corrnissioncrs.  (2) 
Prior  to  the  Constitution  of  1C51  the  office  of  surveyor  was  in 
existence  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  1818*  (o)    The  inception  date  of 
tnis  office  in  Vem'illion  County  is  1324, 

The  surveyor  has  charge,  under  direction  of  the  county  c0r.2ri.c- 
sioncrs,  of  all  surveying  ar-d  civil  engineering  r/ork  of  the  county, 
including  the  preparation  of  plans  and  specifications  for,  and 
supervision  of,  the  construction  of  all  bridges,  turnpikes  or 
other  roads,  ditches,  drains,  and  levies.  (4)         also  has  char£e 
of  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  county  highways,  (5)  unless 
the  county  cor:ri.ssioncrs  cr.pl cy  a  highway  supervisor,  (u)  The 
county  commissioners  nay  employ  the  survoyor  to  servo  as  highway 
supervisor.  (?) 

For  private  parties,  ho  takes  ach^ov.'lcd^rr.er.t  of  mortgages 
and  deeds  for  conveyance  of  real  estate,  (s)  and,  upon  request, 
establishes  linos  and  corners  of  lands  and  lots.  (0/ 

The  surveyor  nay  enploy  deputy  surveyors  to  assist  in  perform 
in£  the  engineering  duties  of  the  office.  (10> 

The  records  are  located  in  the  recorder's  record  rocn  in 
the  courthouse. 
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(1)  Coast.,  art,  C,  sec.  2;  1  Rov.  (7)  Acts  1033;  Burns  .',3-1110. 
Stat.  1352;  Burns  40-3301.  (c)  1  Rov.  Stat.  1052;  Acts 

(2)  Acts  1013;  Burns  -10-3302.  1857;  Burns  49-3^17. 
Co)  Rev.  Laws  1331,  cn.  102,  sec.  1.  (OJ  1  Rev.  Stat.  1032;  Acts 

(4)  1  ::cv,  Stat,  1C52;  Acts  1011;  1375;  -urns  <ir.-3311. 
Burns  49-3309.  (10)  Acts  1301,  1300,  Bums 

(5)  Acts  1033;  Burns  30-1101.  49-3306. 

(6)  Acts  1033;  Burns  3C-1113. 


3 

iid,    FIELD  K0TES,  1310-73.    1  vol. 
Accord  of  various  surveys,  showing  dato,  description,  boundaries, 
lines,  corners,  marks,  ,pocts,  and  distances.    Arr.  chron.  B"dw. 
200  pp.  14  x  3  x  1,..    Reor.  rcc.  rau 


\ 


XXI.    HIGHWAY  SUPERVISOR 

In  pioncor  tines  the  roads  '.vera  maintained  by  the  looal 
authorities,    The  citizens  usually  worked  out  their  road  taxes  by 
£ivin£  a  certain  number  of  days  labor,  furnishing  their  ov/n 
teams.    'The  tov/nship  road  superintendent  had  charge  of  the  work 
performed.    This  system,  prevailed  for  nearly  a  half  a  century. 

In  1370  the  legislature  constituted  the  county  comiscioners 
a  board  of  turnpike  directors,  each  serving  as  supervisor  in  his 
own  district,  (l)    In  1013  the  county  highways  v/oro  placed  in 
charge  of  a  superintendent  of  highways,  who  was  appointed  by  the 
county  commissioners  for  a  ten  of  tv.-o  years., (2)    Some  records 
boar  his  title.    This  office  v;as  abolished  in  1333,  (3)  and  tho 
powers  ana  dutios  conferred  on  the  surveyor.  (4) 

In  order  to  provide  for  necessary  supervision  of  highways  in 
counties  warranting  more  attention  than  tho  surveyor  can  £ive, 
the  board  of  county  commissioners  has  the  ri£ht  to  appoint,  at  its 
option,  a  highway  supervisor  whose  tern  of  office  is  discretionary 
with  tho  board  of  county  commissioners*  (5)    The  board  of  commis- 
sioners of  Vermillion  County  has  appointed  a  highway  supervisor* 

■^'he  inception  date  of  this  office  in  Vermillion  County  is 
1033. 

The  highway  supervisor  oversees  the  maintenance  and  repair  of 
all  highways,  bridges,  and  culverts  of  tho  county.  (6)  and  has 
authority  to  fix  limits  of  loads  carried  over  them,  (7)  He 
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must  attend  tho  annual  road  school  at  Purduo  University •  (c) 
All  tho  records  arc  located  in  the  ili^hv.-ay  Supervisor's 
office  in  the  courthouse. 


(1)  Acts  1379;  ch.  115,  sec.  1.  (fjY  Acts  1033;  Bums  35-1110. 

(2)  Acts  1015;  ch.  C30,  soc.  1.  j  J  Acts  1933;  Burns  36-1103. 

(3)  Acts  1033;  Burns  36-113.  U)  Acts  1053;  Bums  36-1102. 
U)  Acts  1033;  Burns  36-1101.  (3)  Acts  1055;  Burns  56-1110. 


254.    HIGHWAY  SUPERIHTEliDElIT'S  LEDGER  j  1925-24.    1  vol. 
Record  of  expenditures  for  free  gravel  road  maintenance,  showing 
name  of  employee  and  vendor  of  material,  labor  and  material  costs, 
name  or  number  of  district  repaired,  and  signature  of  superintendent, 
Arr.  by  district  numbers.    Hdw.    600  pp.  17  x  15  x  3.    Hi.  Sup*  off. 

i&ps 

235.    HIGHWAYS  CF  VEPHLLION  C0UTO,  not  dated.    7  maps. 
Communications  maps,  showing  highways  of  county.  Blueprints. 
Scale  not  given.    16  x  24.  Hi*  Sup* off,..  , 


XXII.    MINERS;  EXALIITATIOi:  BO  Aid) 

By  legislative  enactment  in  1923  a  minors'  examination  board 
was  crcatod  in  every  county  in  which  there  is  located  a  coal  nine 
employing  ton  or  more  miners.    The  board  is  appointed  by  tho 
county  commissioners  and  consists  of  two  resident  miners  with  fivo 
years  of  mining  experience,  v.ho  are  engaged  as  coal  miners  in  the 
county,  and  ono  resident  coal  operator  of  the  county.    The  board 
is  appointed  to  serve  for  ono  year,  (l)    The  board  elects  its 

of ficcrs— president,  secretary  and  treasurer— from  its  ov.n 
membership;  the  secretary  and  treasurer  may  bo  one  individual* 
The  treasurer  of  the  board  must  post  a  bond,  (2) 

The  inception  date  of  this  board  in  Vermillion  County  is 
The  duties  of  tho  board  include  examination  of  applicants 
desiring  to  v/ork  as  coal  miners,  issuance  of  certificates  to  those 
v/ho  pass  the  examination  successfully,  and  issuance  of  permits  to 
persons  desiring  to  qualify  as  miners.    The  board  must  keep  for 
public  inspection  a  permanent  record  of  all  its  proceedings,  con- 
teining  lists  of  certificates  and  pormito  and  the  names  of  appli- 
cants, (3)    It  makes  an  annual  report  to  the  county  commissioners 
as  to  its  proceedings,  (4)  and  it  is  required  to  investigate 
complaints  regarding  any  violation  of  this  act,  (5) 

(l)  Acts  1923;  Burns  46-1001,  (4)  Acts  1923;  Burns 

2)  Acts  1923;  3Urns  46-1002.  46-10C5, 

3)  Acts  1923;  Bums  46-1005,  (s)  Acts  1925;  3ums  46-1011. 

No  records  could  be  found. 


(135) 


XXIII.    AGRICULTURAL  AGENT 

The  office  of  agricultural  agent  was  created  by  the  legislature 
in  1S13.    This  act  provided  that  an  agent  should  bo  appointed 
upon  petition  by  tho  residents  of  tho  county,  (l)    Tho  inception 
date  of  this  office  in  Vermillion  County  is  1921, 

By  legislative  enactmont  in  103?  bho  office  of  agricultural 
agent  was  created  f  Or  every  Indiana  county.    Tho  agricultural  agent 
is  appointed  by  the  director  of  agricultural  extension  service  of 
Purdue  Univorsity,  subject  to  the  approval  of  a  state  board, 
entitled  county  agricultural  agents  board.    The  qualifications  of 
the  agricultural  agent  are  prescribed  by  the  board.  (2) 

The  county  council  is  required  to  appropriate  not  less  than 
one  thousand  dollars  annually  to  be  used  in  paying  office  help, 
expenses  of  the  agent,  mileago,  rent,  or  other  incidentals.  The 
salary  of  tho  agricultural  agent  is  paid  by  the  state  through 
Purdue  University. 

The  duties  of  the  agricultural  agent,  under  the  supervision 
of  Purdue  University,  are:    To  cooperate  with  movements  for  the 
advancement  of  agricultural  and  country  life,  with  farriers' 
institutes,  farmers'  clubs,  and  other  rural  and  civic  organisations 
to  conduct  practical  farm  demonstrations,  boys'  end  girls'  clubs 
and  contest  work;  to  give  advice  to  farmers  on  practical  farm 
problems;  to  aid  the  superintendent  of  schools  and  teacherscof 
tho  county  in  giving  practical  education  in  agriculture  and 
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domestic  science,  (2) 

All  tho  records  are  located  in  trie  Agricultural  Agents  office 
in  tho  courthouse. 

(1)  Acts  1913,  1925,  1927;  (2)  Acts  1937,  ch.  224,  sec.  1. 

Burns  28-4911. 

256,  EERL&HENT  RECORD  OF  EACH  PROJECT,  1922—.    2  file  drawers, 
Rocord  of  various  projects  in  4  point  program,  showing  line, 
legumes,  farm-  honos,  4-K    olubs,  nano  of  porson  activo,  and  his 
activities.    Arr.  alph.  "by  nor.es  of  projects.    26  n  16  x  11. 

Agr.  Agt.  off. 

257.  UHEAJT  CONTRACT,  1953—.    3  file  drawer s. 

Copies  of  wheat  contracts,  showing  letters  of  administrator,  name 
of  former,  address,  acreage,  map  of  farm,  acreage  in  wheat,  amount 
produced,  none  of  contract,  and  proof  of  compliance  to  contract. 
Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  farmers.    24  x  14  x  12.    Agr.  Agt.  off. 

253.    CORM  AND  HOG  CONTRACTS,  1954—.    5  file  dra-.rers. 
Record  of  corn  and  hog  contracts,  showing  names  of  cr.vner  and 
operator,  map  of  farm,  location,  number  of  acres,  amount  produced, 
gross  corn  adjustment  payment,  number  of  hogs,  and  gross  hog 
adjustment  payment,    Arr.  by  tiros.,,  and  thereunder  by  names  of 
farmers.    24  x  12  x  11.    Agr.  Agt.  off. 

259.    ANNUAL  REPORTS,  1922—.    1  file  drawer. 
Annual  roports  of  agents,  showing  number  of  office  calls,  circular 
letters,  and  meetings  held;  yearly  report,  summaries  of  projects, 
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nethods  used  in  conducting  meetings  and  projects,  and  rccults. 
Arr.  ohron.    2G  :•:  16  :c  11,.  Agr .  Agt.  off. 

Haps 

2'10.    255  SQUARE  ML2S,  VEK13LLI01I  COUl.TT,  1500.    1  map. 
Political  nap,  showing  townships,  i   -   • -ionc  of  Citicc  of 
llcw  Port,  Pcnzvillc,,  Cayuga,  Dana,  and  Clinton.    Drawn  ty 
Chac*  Collinghomj  Civil  Engineer ,  Danville,  111.    Printed,  scr.Io, 
1"  to  1  ndle.    27  x  54.    Agr.  Agfc.  off. 


